
Establishing and consolidating Drug Treatment Courts in the Caribbean: a team effort 
 

For the last three years, the Organization of the American States (OAS) has been working 
through various international initiatives to promote drug treatment courts and similar court-
supervised treatment alternatives to incarceration in the Americas.  
 
The safety of the individual is as important as the security of the state.  Policies that help 
prevent crime, violence and drugs are just as vital to community wellbeing as are law 
enforcement actions.  In accordance with current scientific and medical understanding, Drug 
dependence is considered under the new Hemispheric Drug Strategy of 2010 (approved by OAS 
Member States) as a chronic relapsing disorder that must be addressed and treated as a public 
health matter, on a par with the treatment of other chronic diseases.  
 
In various countries, Drug Treatment Courts have proven to effectively reduce: (1) crime; (2) 
drug recidivism; (3) prison population; and finally (4), they are cost-effective. The existence of 
two established Drug Courts in Jamaica, and the Drug Court (Treatment and Rehabilitation of 
Offenders) Act of 1999, as well as the experience of Canada in this modality, bring together 
experience and vision in this area of cooperation. This workshop will enjoy the participation of 
existing DTC teams from Jamaica (Kingston, St. Catherine, St. James, and St. Ann), and future 
DTC teams from Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname. 

This workshop is organized under the umbrella of the Caribbean Drug Treatment Court (DTC) 
project, an initiative coordinated by the Organization of the American States (OAS), through the 
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional 
Security, and funded by the Government of Canada.  It is organized with the support and 
leadership of the Caribbean Community (through the CARICOM Secretariat), the Ministry of 
Justice of Jamaica (through the Office of the Chief Justice); the Ministry of Health of Jamaica 
(through the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA)); the Canadian Association of Drug 
Treatment Courts (CADTC), and the International Association of Drug Treatment Courts (IADTC).  

The participation of the DTC team from Suriname has been possible thanks to the support of the 
Ministry of Justice and Police, the Court of Justice, the Public Prosecution, the Psychiatric Centre 
of Suriname, the Ministry of Health, and the National Anti-Drug Council of Suriname. With 
regards to Trinidad and Tobago, the office of the Comptroller Administrative Services of the 
Ministry of National Security, and the National Drug Council of Trinidad and Tobago have been 
instrumental in coordinating the Team from that country. Special appreciation is extended to the 
Chief Justice and the Judiciary, the Ministry of Justice and the Chief Probation Officer, the 
Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, the Ministry of the Attorney General and the Director of 
Public Prosecution. 

A highly qualified selected team from Canada (two judges, one prosecutor, two treatment 
providers, one police officer and one probation officer) has been working on the development of 
the training strategy and the materials for this workshop. 

Participants will also have the opportunity to use the CARICOM Universal Standards of Care 
Manual for Treatment and Rehabilitation of Substance Abuse as a guide for setting standards of 
care for DTCs in the Caribbean. The Manual was developed in collaboration with CICAD. 


