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The Honourable Mr. Justice Kofi Nkum Barnes 
 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Kofi Nkum Barnes was appointed as a Judge of the Ontario Court of Justice on 
February 18, 2004.  At the time of his appointment Justice Barnes was the Deputy Director of the Federal 
Prosecution Service, now Public Prosecution Service of Canada, in the Ontario Region. In 1998, he worked 
closely with the Honourable Mr. Justice Paul Bentley to establish Canada’s first Drug Treatment Court and 
became the first prosecutor in Canada to work in a Drug Treatment Court.   
 
Justice Barnes is a nationally recognized expert, pioneer and innovator in the introduction of therapeutic 
principles into the criminal courtroom. In addition to his regular judicial duties he has provided extensive 
advice, on the subject, to judges, lawyers and substance abuse treatment providers in Canada and abroad.  
 
He is a recipient of many community and professional awards including a Queen Elizabeth Golden Jubilee 
Commemorative Medal in 2003. 
 
In November 2006, Justice Barnes established the Durham Drug Treatment and Mental Health Court. 
Justice Barnes is involved in an extensive number of community activities with special emphasis on youth 
at risk, the social causes of criminal behavior and the impacts of drug addiction on criminal behavior.   
 
Justice Barnes is one of the founders of the Canadian Association of Drug Treatment Courts Professionals 
(CADTCP). He is the current President of the CADTCP. 

 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Paul Bentley 
 
Paul Bentley has been a justice of the Ontario Court of Justice since June of 1992 and the presiding judge 
of the Toronto Drug Treatment Court since its inception on December 1st, 1998. He was the Local 
Administrative Judge at the Old City Hall court-house in Toronto for five years ending January of 2010. 
 
In 1999, the United Nations invited him to take part in an “Expert Working Group” to design court based 
treatment programmes in both common and civil law jurisdictions. In addition, Justice Bentley is a 
founding member, and Chair of the International Association of Drug Treatment Courts, which is an 
umbrella organization for jurisdictions that have or are planning drug treatment courts. 
 
As Chair of the International Association of Drug Treatment Courts, Justice Bentley has traveled widely to 
train the judiciary on Problem Solving Courts. This includes trips to France, the U.K., and Ireland, various 
islands in the Caribbean and Brazil and Chile in South American.  He was also a featured speaker at a 
conference in Strasbourg France, sponsored by the Council of Europe, on the subject of drug treatment 
courts & a speaker at the Commission on Narcotic Drugs meeting held in March 2005 at the United 
Nations in Vienna. In 2008 he was also a speaker at the EU-LUC International forum on Drug Treatment 
City Partnerships in the Dominican Republic & in Ghent Belgium in 2009. April 2010 he is scheduled to 
speak at the European Latin American and Caribbean Mayors and Cities drug summit in Spain.  
 
Articles that he has written concerning the Toronto Drug Treatment Court have been published in 
Criminal Reports, and Canadian Family Physician. He has also edited a paper entitled, “Problem Solving 
Courts as Agents of Change” which was published in the Commonwealth Judges and Magistrates Journal. 
In addition, he is a contributing editor to a Handbook on how judges can apply a problem-solving 
approach in their courtrooms, which has been published in Canada by the National Judicial Institute. 
Recently an article tilted “Problem Solving Courts and Sentencing” which he co-wrote, was published in 
the Criminal Reports, 47 C.R.(6

th
) 212. 

 



His non-judicial activities have included sitting on the boards of various charities including the Daily Bread 
Food Bank and Amnesty International. He was also a founding member of the Advocacy Centre for the 
Elderly and a board member of the Canadian Centre for the Victims of Torture. Among his awards include 
includes being recognized in 2004, by the Ontario Court of Justice “for an outstanding Contribution to the 
Administration of Justice.” His impact on the development of Drug Treatment Courts in Canada was 
recognized in October of 2006 when the Canadian Association of Drug Treatment Courts presented him 
the inaugural “Justice Paul Bentley Award” award for “Outstanding Contribution to the Development of 
Drug Treatment Courts in Canada.” 
 

Her Honor Ms. Vivene Harris 
 
Her Honor Ms. Vivene Harris is the Senior Resident Magistrate in the parish of St. James. Her Honor has 
been for the past 2 years. She has been a Magistrate for the past 11 and half years. Her Honor previously 
was a prosecutor in the DPP’s Office.  
 
Her Honor Ms. Vivene Harris lectures Criminal Law at the University of Technology. Her Honor was 
admitted to practice law in 1992.  She graduated from UWI and got her Certificate in Legal Eduaction from 
Norman Manley Law School 
 
 

Her Honor Mrs. Stephane Jackson-Haisley 
 
Her Honor Mrs. Stephane Jackson-Haisley is a Resident Magistrate at the Corporate Area Criminal Court in 
Jamaica. She is the judge of the Drug Treatment Court in Kingston Jamaica. 
 
Her Honor Mrs Jackson-Haisley was a Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions at the Office of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions where she prosecuted in all the Courts in Jamaica. 
 
Her Honor Mrs. Jackson-Haisley was the first prosecutor of the Kingston Drug Court when the Court was 
first created in 2001. 
 
Her Honor Mrs. Jackson-Haisley enjoys teaching and conducts lectures of the Justice Training Institute and 
the Jamaica Police Academy. She is currently an associate tutor at Norman Manley Law School in Jamaica. 

 
Shellie Addley 

 
Shellie graduated from Queen’s University Law School in 1997 and has been practising Criminal Law since 
1999. Since October 1999 she has worked for Legal Aid Ontario as Criminal Duty Counsel. She has been 
the Duty Counsel Supervisor at the Old City Hall Court house in Toronto since 2004.  In June 2000, Shellie 
was fortunate to be assigned to work as Criminal Duty Counsel in the Toronto Drug Treatment Court 
(TDTC).  She has worked with that court since that time. She has been involved in training in her own 
office to work in the TDTC. As a result of her work in that court and her experience in DTC she has been 
asked, as part of a Drug Treatment Court team, to train those interested in setting up Drug treatment 
courts.  She has travelled to the Grand Cayman Islands, Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago.  She has also 
presented on Drug Treatment Courts at conferences in the Untied States and Canada. Shellie feels very 
fortunate to have worked with the clients of the TDTC and to see so many of them move forward with 
rebuilding their lives. 

 
 
 
 



James Budd 

 
James Budd has been working, either directly or indirectly in the addiction field for approximately 20 
years. Mr. Budd has an Honors degree in Social Work and has, over the course of his career been a 
HIV/AIDS counseling support worker, a front-line child protection worker, and addictions counselor and 
manager. Mr. Budd was the Director of the Ottawa drug treatment court since its inception in 2006 until 
2010. He is currently the Director of Corporate Services at Rideuwood Addiction and Family Services, and 
continues to have oversight of the DTC. Mr. Budd is currently working on completing an MBA. 

 
Joanne Capozzi 
 
Joanne Capozzi was called to the Ontario bar in 1988. She worked for Legal Aid Ontario as Criminal Duty 
Counsel in 1988 and then joined the Ministry of the Attorney General, Crown Attorneys’ Office in 
Downtown Toronto Ontario as an Assistant Crown Attorney there, she has prosecuted all types of criminal 
cases at all court levels for 22 years.  
 
Joanne has been acting as a prosecutor in the Toronto Drug Treatment Court (TDTC) since 2009. She is an 
enthusiastic member of the team and has been involved in subcommittee work aimed at keeping abreast 
of developments and improvements in DTC work. 

 
Robin Cuff 
 
Robin Cuff is the Manager of the Toronto Drug Treatment Court Program at the Centre for Addiction and 
Mental Health, Toronto.  Robin holds an honors degree in Commerce (Human Resource Managemet) and 
has extensive training in addictions and mental health.  She is a faculty member of the William Glasser 
Institute. 
 
To her role in DTC, Robin brings 11 years of leadership in the field of addiction and related services, 
including a women’s residential treatment centre, a young parent resource centre with an onsite child 
care centre and high school for pregnant and parenting teenagers; a multi-disciplinary treatment program 
for women with addictions who were pregnant and parenting and brought their children to the program; 
a withdrawal management centre (detox) for women; an addictions assessment and referral program; 
and, an addictions capacity building and community partnership program.  Over the past five years, Robin 
has been a member of the working committee which developed the Best Practices for Women’s Addiction 
treatment in Ontario, planned the first Ontario Women’s Addictions Conference and is currently working 
on best practices for treatment in addictions and trauma.  She also assisted with the development of the 
Ontario provincial standards for Withdrawal Management Centres.  

 
Melissa Gibson 
 
Melissa Gibson has been a Special Constable with the Toronto Police Service for the past 12 years.  She 
has held numerous posts within the TPS, including as Federal Drug Exhibits Officer, Special Events 
Coordinator and for the past 3 years as the Toronto Police Service Drug Treatment Court Liaison Officer.  
She sits on numerous committees, facilitates regular training sessions with officers of all ranks within the 
Toronto Police Service and is the conduit for police issues and information relayed to the court. She is a 
strong believer in the Drug Treatment Court as a compliment to crime prevention and community policing 
strategies and is delighted to be here as a facilitator and presenter. 

 

 

 

 



Shelina Shivji 
 
Shelina Shivji is a creative Change Facilitator, a Mediator, Community Consultant and Program/Policy 
Advisor. Amongst other credentials, Shelina holds a Masters in Conflict Analysis and Management and has 
extensive practice in area of Human Empowerment and Social Development. Over the past 21 years, 
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services Ontario has employed Shelina in varying 
capacities within Correctional Institutions as well as Community and Court Programs. For the past 8 years 
she has held the position of a Probation Court Liaison. Her role affords her with an opportunity to 
participate in multi-disciplinary teams, providing multifaceted response to societal issues. Shelina has 
been part of the Toronto Drug Treatment Court Program multidisciplinary team for these past 8 years. 


