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e, the undersigned, representatives of governmental 
institutions; national, international, and multilateral or-
ganizations; development agencies, civil society organiza-
tions, universities, research centers, and entities working 
with governments to reduce the demand for drugs, mee-

ting in the city of Valdivia, Chile, in the context of the First Internatio-
nal Seminar on Social Integration, Exclusion and Drugs, organized by 
the National Service for the Prevention and Rehabilitation of Drug and 
Alcohol Use (SENDA) of Chile, the Universidad Austral de Chile, and 
Fundación Tierra de Esperanza, in cooperation with the Inter-American 
Drug Abuse Control Commission of the Organization of American Sta-
tes (CICAD/OAS), declare as follows:

• Of all of the problems facing the countries of the Hemisphere, 
the drug phenomenon is probably among the most complex and 
most damaging because of its multidimensional character and 
the social, geographic and economic transversality of its proces-
ses and effects, which have the potential to undermine quality of 
life and social coexistence, impede local governance, and weaken 
national institutions.

• Thus substance abuse may be considered both a consequence 
and a cause of social exclusion, not only because it negatively 
affects living conditions but also because the processes of social 
marginalization are generally a determining factor in the use of 
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drugs. In this context, drug abuse and dependence are only one 
of the possible gateways to social exclusion in the environments 
of social, psychological, physical, and cultural distress to which 
people are exposed, and they are interconnected with other phe-
nomena inherent in exclusionary environments.

• To confront this growing challenge, we must create a shared vi-
sion and arrive at a responsible position that can help to produce 
comprehensive responses based on evidence and a very broad 
understanding of all aspects involved. We must reflect deeply on 
the real state of social integration and its relationship with the 
drug phenomenon, as well as on the conceptual framework, mo-
dels and best practices, which can guide us in developing forms of 
inclusion that are more supportive of the human development of 
people, groups, communities, and society in general.

• Social integration in relation to the drug phenomenon means loo-
king both at the processes used for individuals affected by drug 
abuse and at each of the contexts of intervention. By so doing, 
we attempt to achieve a consistent, complementary vision and 
approach to the various factors that determine or affect pathways 
for prevention, mitigation, and/or rehabilitation, influencing the-
se factors in coordination with other institutions and helping in-
dividuals, families, and groups directly affected by the problem to 
achieve full inclusion with respect to their personal relationships 
and development and, in general, their life in society.

• This implies that we must carry out interventions taking into ac-
count the promotion of people’s active participation in three ma-
jor spheres:  the economy, through their active presence in the 
creation of social value in or outside the marketplace; politics, 
through their active exercise of full citizenship rights; and social 
and family networks, which, as expressions of identity and com-
munity membership, are in turn factors that prevent and protect 
from exclusion. 

• In turn, these social integration actions must respect the specifici-
ties of those affected by the drug problem, respecting the various 
ways that people, groups, and communities can develop and 
achieve the highest possible quality of life. This means integration 
through diversity, not assimilation. There is no ideal integrated 
person, but rather a multiplicity of lives, environments, and paths 
as complex as the problem itself.
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Given this context and its great challenges, we wish to recognize:

• The efforts of community and civil society organizations working 
daily in the various spheres of drug demand reduction to incor-
porate the vision and practices of social integration in their stra-
tegies, approaches, and work plans, thereby contributing to their 
dissemination and adaptation in each context and community.

• The work of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 
of the Organization of American States (CICAD/OAS) to encourage 
research and debate in the Hemisphere on social integration in 
the area of drugs through workshops and interagency and subre-
gional meetings, with critical support from the Government of 
Spain through the Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AECID), the National Drug Plan (PNSD), and the AE-
CID Training Centers in Latin America, which have hosted many of 
the seminars and meetings on the subject.

• The role of CICAD/OAS in supporting projects and preparing con-
sultation documents on social integration and drugs, originating 
in the commitment accepted by OAS member states at the 49th 
regular session, held in the city of Paramaribo, Suriname, from 
May 4 to 6, 2011.

• The important progress made since then, in that the national drug 
authorities of several countries have established departments, 
areas, and working groups, devoted specifically to dealing with 
these complex processes, which understand their importance 
and are taking on the challenges of implementing them through 
special social care programs.

• The work of universities, drug observatories, research centers, 
and specialists in providing evidence and methodological resour-
ces and exploring the different aspects of social integration as a 
facilitatory process for drug prevention and rehabilitation strate-
gies, thereby enhancing knowledge management in this area.

Recognition 
OF PROGRESS
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Despite progress, everything we have heard and discussed at this 
Seminar indicates that the issue of social integration and drugs fa-
ces tremendous challenges for achieving a strategic place in the 
drug policies and development agendas of the region’s govern-
ments and the international and multilateral organizations working 
in the various human development-related areas. It is particularly 
important to achieve the following:

• All countries and national drug strategies must recognize problem 
drug users as citizens and legal subjects who are also actively en-
gaged with society, and must safeguard their access to the resour-
ces required to exercise the rights and responsibilities that such 
recognition implies.

• The social integration processes must be incorporated and stren-
gthened in drug strategies and policies, which must be monitored 
and have their own management structure, technical capability, 
and budget in order to improve their capacity to promote the 
effectiveness and impact of the policies and should benefit and 
actively involve the hardest hit communities.

Challenges
REMAINING
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• Each country must promote and provide stable support for the 
intersectoral and interinstitutional cooperation required to im-
plement social integration strategies and programs taking diverse 
approaches to health, labor, education, habitability, community 
participation, and all other relevant areas.

• We must encourage networking and the exchange of knowledge, 
which can enable model and experience-based innovation, more 
thorough evaluation, and the dissemination of good practices for 
social integration as a means of helping to strengthen the regio-
nal drug strategies of each country.

We commit to continuing to 
work from our respective insti-
tutions and professional sphe-
res to strengthen and enrich 
the approaches, strategies, 
and instruments used in the 
social integration and drug 
processes, seeking to encoura-
ge more effective coordination 
among regional, national, and 
local organizations; civil society 
organizations, and universities 
and to consolidate and disse-

minate good practices that can serve as a point of reference for other 
countries and contexts in the Hemisphere.

At the same time, we respectfully address all of the institutions directly 
involved for the following purposes: 

• To request the cooperation of the representatives of the develop-
ment agencies and international and multilateral organizations in 
transmitting to their management, advisory bodies, and technical 
teams the importance of helping to tackle the social integration 
and drug processes as a part of development strategies in the re-
gion, the new Hemispheric Drug Strategy, and the goals to be set 
for the post-2015 development agenda.

Proposal
& COMMITMENT
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• To encourage universities, research centers, and drug observatories 
to maintain and expand their lines of social integration research 
and analysis on the basis of the information and findings presented 
at this Seminar and in the baseline studies, thereby contributing 
more evidence to the design of strategies tailored to each context.

• To continue assisting and supporting civil society organizations 
and working-level networks working in the field of drug addiction 
with respect to their social integration projects and interventions, 
which may confirm good practices that can be sustainably adopted 
in other contexts, by helping them to improve coordination with 
governments, systematization, monitoring, and evaluation.

• We have signed this Declaration on December 12, 2014 at the head-
quarters of the Universidad Austral de Chile, in the city of Valdivia.

National 
de SENDA

(More signatures on deposit, of organizations, students, teachers, 
researchers and other professionals).

 Red Americana de Intervención 
en Situaciones de Sufrimiento 

Social (RAISSS)

 Red Iberoamericana
de ONGs que trabajan

en Drogodependencias (RIOD)

CICAD-OEA
Executive Secretariat

Fundación
“Tierra de Esperanza”


