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Focus Assessment StudyFocus Assessment Study
on Drug Use and Risk on Drug Use and Risk 

Behaviors:Behaviors:

Identifying Patterns among Identifying Patterns among 
Prisoners 18 Prisoners 18 –– 40 years40 years

Old prior to incarcerationOld prior to incarceration
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Research by Research by 

•• Pedagogical Psychological Research and Pedagogical Psychological Research and 
Consultancy (PPOA) under the authority of Consultancy (PPOA) under the authority of 
the National Anti Drug Council (NAR).the National Anti Drug Council (NAR).
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BackgroundBackground

•• This research must be viewed from the This research must be viewed from the 
perspective of the increase amount of perspective of the increase amount of 
juveniles and young adults that are using  juveniles and young adults that are using  
drugs. The drug use turns out to have drugs. The drug use turns out to have 
numerous side effects (juvenile delinquency) numerous side effects (juvenile delinquency) 
on our entire society, but mostly on the on our entire society, but mostly on the 
youth. youth. 
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Follow Follow –– up activityup activity

•• This report is the result of  followThis report is the result of  follow--up activities on up activities on 
the meeting the meeting ““Assessing Emerging  Drug Assessing Emerging  Drug 
Phenomena in the CaribbeanPhenomena in the Caribbean”” held in Fort de held in Fort de 
France, Martinique, where the participating France, Martinique, where the participating 
countries agreed to continue with the preparation countries agreed to continue with the preparation 
and implementation of Focus Assessment Study on and implementation of Focus Assessment Study on 
Drug Use and Risk Behaviors: Identifying Patterns Drug Use and Risk Behaviors: Identifying Patterns 
among Prisoners 18among Prisoners 18--40 years old prior to 40 years old prior to 
incarceration.  incarceration.  
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The target groupThe target group
•• The target group were detainees who were The target group were detainees who were 

convicted for drugs. convicted for drugs. 
•• The target group was made up of detainees The target group was made up of detainees 

(respondents) and officials (key informants) in the (respondents) and officials (key informants) in the 
penitentiaries: penitentiaries: 

•• Hazard Penitentiary Institution in Hazard in the Hazard Penitentiary Institution in Hazard in the 
district district NickerieNickerie, , 

•• the Central Penitentiary Institution (CPI) at Santo the Central Penitentiary Institution (CPI) at Santo 
BomaBoma in the district in the district WanicaWanica

•• Penitentiary Institution Duisburg (PID) in Penitentiary Institution Duisburg (PID) in 
Paramaribo.Paramaribo.
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The qualitative researchThe qualitative research

•• With qualitative research, the researcher With qualitative research, the researcher 
starts from qualitative data which has as aim starts from qualitative data which has as aim 
to describe and interpret research to describe and interpret research 
problems in or situations, events and problems in or situations, events and 
personspersons
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The methodThe method

•• The The open interview open interview was chosen as the was chosen as the 
method to collect the desired datamethod to collect the desired data

•• Provides the opportunity to explore and  Provides the opportunity to explore and  
discover the detaineesdiscover the detainees’’ point of views on point of views on 
certain things. certain things. 
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Retrospective/half structuredRetrospective/half structured

•• The The retrospective open and half structured retrospective open and half structured 
interview was chosen.interview was chosen.

•• We wanted to go back into the past and by We wanted to go back into the past and by 
doing so study in depth some constantly doing so study in depth some constantly 
returning themes.returning themes.
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ReliabilityReliability

•• In order to increase In order to increase the reliabilitythe reliability of our of our 
research we taped all of our interviewees and research we taped all of our interviewees and 
besides that let two observers put everything besides that let two observers put everything 
down on paper. At the processing of the down on paper. At the processing of the 
interviews interviews we could comparewe could compare the tape the tape 
recordings and the notes of both reporters. recordings and the notes of both reporters. 
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ValidityValidity

•• We increased the We increased the resident validityresident validity of our of our 
research by leaving research by leaving the practical situationthe practical situation of of 
the detainees as much as possible as it was. the detainees as much as possible as it was. 
We interviewed the people on We interviewed the people on their own their own 
locationlocation, the research area was , the research area was completely completely 
familiarfamiliar to them and the questions were all to them and the questions were all 
introduced.introduced.
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Table 1.Table 1.
The research units and the number of interviewees  The research units and the number of interviewees  

classified in place and sexclassified in place and sex..

4242553737TotalTotal

110011Policy advisor Policy advisor 
JusticeJustice

1212111111Duisburg Duisburg 
Penitentiary Penitentiary 
Institution (DPI)Institution (DPI)

12124488Central Penitentiary Central Penitentiary 
Institution (CPI)Institution (CPI)

1717001717Hazard Penitentiary Hazard Penitentiary 
Institution (HPI)Institution (HPI)

TotalTotalWomanWomanMenMen
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Table 2Table 2
Age and SexAge and Sex

3535443131Total Total 
17171116163434--4040
8833552929--3333
9900992323--2828
1100111818--2222

TotalTotalFemaleFemaleMaleMaleAge Age 
Sex Sex 



focus group study-NAR july 2006 14

Some general characteristicsSome general characteristics
•• 50% of the interviewees are in the top50% of the interviewees are in the top--life life 

structure of the early adolescence. In this structure of the early adolescence. In this 
stage the person wants to maintain the stage the person wants to maintain the 
stability in his life.stability in his life.

•• 50 % of the interviewees are not yet in the 50 % of the interviewees are not yet in the 
toptop--life structure of the adolescence life structure of the adolescence 
according to Levinson and is searching for according to Levinson and is searching for 
stability in his life.stability in his life.
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Research ResultsResearch Results

•• In this research it was important to find out In this research it was important to find out 
two matters:two matters:

•• the reason why the interviewees used drugsthe reason why the interviewees used drugs
•• the reason of those who showed high risk the reason of those who showed high risk 

behavior (drugs related)behavior (drugs related)
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Interview Topics Interview Topics 
Family historyFamily history
Educated or not Educated or not 
Relations and Values Relations and Values 
Formal Education Formal Education 
The neighborhood /friends The neighborhood /friends 
The world of labor The world of labor 
ExpectationsExpectations
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The family situationThe family situation

•• Family SizeFamily Size
•• 85 % Of the detainees come from relatively 85 % Of the detainees come from relatively 

large families. The size of the family varies large families. The size of the family varies 
from 2from 2--9 children. Table 3 you see an 9 children. Table 3 you see an 
overview of the size of the family from which overview of the size of the family from which 
the detainees came.the detainees came.
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Table 3 Table 3 
The family size.The family size.

3535005519191111Number Number 

totaltotal0000--01010202--04040505--07070808--1010Family Family 
size size 
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NotesNotes
•• Most detainees, 54 % come from families Most detainees, 54 % come from families 

with 5with 5--7 children7 children
•• 85 % of the detainees come from families 85 % of the detainees come from families 

with 5 or more childrenwith 5 or more children
•• Summarizing we can state that the Summarizing we can state that the 

interviewees escaped from the supervision of interviewees escaped from the supervision of 
their parents due to the relatively large their parents due to the relatively large 
families and because of that they had to find families and because of that they had to find 
their own way in life.their own way in life.
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Place in the Child RowPlace in the Child Row
•• The child takes the place of the parent who The child takes the place of the parent who 

has left and this disrupts the family system. has left and this disrupts the family system. 
Many of the interviewees have done Many of the interviewees have done 
parentification parentification during their development during their development 
and grew up in disrupted families.and grew up in disrupted families.

•• Summarizing we can state that the Summarizing we can state that the 
interviewees got more responsibility than interviewees got more responsibility than 
the other children because of their place in the other children because of their place in 
the child rowthe child row..
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Upbringing (education)  SituationUpbringing (education)  Situation

•• In 60% of the cases  the total absence of In 60% of the cases  the total absence of 
the father ,or a father who was always the father ,or a father who was always 
away;away;

•• The continuously sick mother andThe continuously sick mother and
•• The relatively large number of children The relatively large number of children 

that had to be provided for a structural that had to be provided for a structural 
lack of finances lack of finances 

•• A lack of affectionA lack of affection
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Table 4Table 4

3366181888TotalTotal

11228844HazarHazar
dd

11225522PIDPID

11225522CPICPI

Father with step Father with step 
mothermother / / Sister Sister 
grandmothergrandmother

Father Father 
alonealone

Mother Mother 
alonealone

Father Father 
and  and  
mothermother



focus group study-NAR july 2006 23

The Education SituationThe Education Situation
•• We see that with 21 of the 35 (>60%) interviewees, We see that with 21 of the 35 (>60%) interviewees, 

it is a matter of an absent parent and in 18 of the 35 it is a matter of an absent parent and in 18 of the 35 
(>50%) cases the mother had to raise the children (>50%) cases the mother had to raise the children 
on her own.on her own.

•• 22% of the detainees were raised by the mother 22% of the detainees were raised by the mother 
and fatherand father

•• Summarizing, we can state that all interviewees Summarizing, we can state that all interviewees 
have had anything but a well balanced have had anything but a well balanced 
development during their schoolchild period. development during their schoolchild period. 
Beside the material misery, the lack of affection Beside the material misery, the lack of affection 
was also very typical for the upbringing situation.was also very typical for the upbringing situation.
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Tabel 5 Tabel 5 
Educational levelEducational level

551144Secondary Secondary 
school school 

331122Pre Pre ––
UniversityUniversity

1717331414Lower Lower 
secondary secondary 
schoolschool

7777Lower than 6Lower than 6thth

grade grade 

totaltotalWomen Women Men Men Education Education 
levellevel
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Interrupted  educationInterrupted  education
•• On the basis of these interviews, we noticed On the basis of these interviews, we noticed 

that most of the interviewees dropped out of that most of the interviewees dropped out of 
school in puberty, often after problems in school in puberty, often after problems in 
school (fights, skipschool (fights, skip--ping school, repeating a ping school, repeating a 
class) or with a new partner of the fatherclass) or with a new partner of the father’’s s 
(some(some--times of the mothertimes of the mother’’s). s). 

•• The trend in this matter is that there is no The trend in this matter is that there is no 
strong will to complete the secondary strong will to complete the secondary 
education, but to go on the labor marketeducation, but to go on the labor market
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EducationEducation
•• 20 % of the interviewees did not complete primary 20 % of the interviewees did not complete primary 

school.school.
•• 86 % of the detainees have a schooling which is 86 % of the detainees have a schooling which is 

lower than the lower professionallylower than the lower professionally--aimed aimed 
educations. educations. 

•• Summarizing, we can state that most detainees did Summarizing, we can state that most detainees did 
not go further in their schooling than some years of not go further in their schooling than some years of 
lower professional education and as a consequence lower professional education and as a consequence 
of this also had fewer chances on the labor market.of this also had fewer chances on the labor market.
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The world of laborThe world of labor
•• Due to their responsibility which is related to their Due to their responsibility which is related to their 

place in the child row they do feel coplace in the child row they do feel co-- responsible responsible 
(socially and sense of solidarity as value) for their (socially and sense of solidarity as value) for their 
family at home and now really go to work for an family at home and now really go to work for an 
employer. employer. In fact they now enter the life of labor. In fact they now enter the life of labor. 
They end up  primarily in the lower occupations They end up  primarily in the lower occupations 
(fetching and carrying, chauffeur, security guard ).(fetching and carrying, chauffeur, security guard ).

•• Most of themMost of them--80% and more80% and more-- start working with start working with 
renewed courage and at the same time they start a renewed courage and at the same time they start a 
romantic relationship and always develop a circle romantic relationship and always develop a circle 
of friendsof friends. . 
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The world of laborThe world of labor
•• Because of their sense of responsibility Because of their sense of responsibility 

(responsibility as value) and the (responsibility as value) and the 
pressure from the mother, they started pressure from the mother, they started 
very early on to do odd jobs in their very early on to do odd jobs in their 
neighborneighbor--hoods. With that they had a hoods. With that they had a 
different relationship with their mother different relationship with their mother 
than an educational relationship.than an educational relationship.
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Labor and ValueLabor and Value
•• Due to the Due to the ““earning of moneyearning of money”” they almost they almost 

came into a position of power with regard to came into a position of power with regard to 
their mother and the other children. Another their mother and the other children. Another 
typical characteristic of the interviewees was typical characteristic of the interviewees was 
that most of them ended up having the jobs that most of them ended up having the jobs 
(workhorse, fetching and carrying, packager, (workhorse, fetching and carrying, packager, 
chauffeur) for which little education was chauffeur) for which little education was 
requiredrequired
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Conclusions Conclusions 

•• The interviewees escaped the supervision of their The interviewees escaped the supervision of their 
parents, as a result of the relatively large families parents, as a result of the relatively large families 
and because of that, they had to search their own and because of that, they had to search their own 
way in  life at a young age.way in  life at a young age.

•• Because of their place in the child row, the Because of their place in the child row, the 
interviewees had to relatively bare a lot more interviewees had to relatively bare a lot more 
responsibility than the other children of the same responsibility than the other children of the same 
family.family.

•• All the interviewees lived through an unbalanced All the interviewees lived through an unbalanced 
development during their school child period.development during their school child period.
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ConclusionsConclusions
•• Beside the material misery, there was also the lack Beside the material misery, there was also the lack 

of affection which is very typical  for the of affection which is very typical  for the 
upbringing situation.upbringing situation.

•• Most of the detainees got involved with drugs at a Most of the detainees got involved with drugs at a 
relatively young age (already   before the 15th relatively young age (already   before the 15th 
year).year).

•• Most of the interviewees went into the labor scene Most of the interviewees went into the labor scene 
in their puberty period and skipped their puberty in their puberty period and skipped their puberty 
so to speak.so to speak.
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ConclusionsConclusions
•• Most of the detainees did not go any further Most of the detainees did not go any further 

than a few years of primary education  and than a few years of primary education  and 
as a result of that they also had fewer as a result of that they also had fewer 
opportunities on the labor market.opportunities on the labor market.

•• Most of the interviewees were primarily Most of the interviewees were primarily 
steered by a piece of material misery and   steered by a piece of material misery and   
because of their stadium of moral judgment because of their stadium of moral judgment 
they dared not say they dared not say ““no!no!””..
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ConclusionsConclusions
•• The interviewees experienced their stay in the The interviewees experienced their stay in the 

penitentiaries as extremely unpleasant  and not penitentiaries as extremely unpleasant  and not 
having the sense of being prepared for their return having the sense of being prepared for their return 
to society.to society.

•• Most of the detainees feel very responsible for their Most of the detainees feel very responsible for their 
own future and for that of their family.own future and for that of their family.

•• We can state that most of the interviewees We can state that most of the interviewees 
contemplated about their future and each,  in their contemplated about their future and each,  in their 
own way, would like to make something good out own way, would like to make something good out 
of their future. of their future. 
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RecommendationsRecommendations
•• Schools ( primary and junior high) must spend more time Schools ( primary and junior high) must spend more time 

than they already do, in offering more drugs prevention than they already do, in offering more drugs prevention 
programs to their students.programs to their students.

•• In all the community centers and locations where young In all the community centers and locations where young 
people are, there must be drug prevention programs.people are, there must be drug prevention programs.

•• Programs which are engrafted with the convicted drug Programs which are engrafted with the convicted drug 
users must be developed.  The programs must have as users must be developed.  The programs must have as 
aim, the changing of the values and their stadium of aim, the changing of the values and their stadium of 
moral judgment.moral judgment.

•• Penitentiary officials must be trained in having Penitentiary officials must be trained in having 
counseling conversations and by doing so, have contact counseling conversations and by doing so, have contact 
with the detainees in a guiding mannerwith the detainees in a guiding manner
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Thank youThank you


