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SURVEY OBJECTIVES

• To determine the nature and extent of drug use among youth in 
secondary schools in Antigua and Barbuda

• To establish baseline data in order to be able to chart future trends.
• To provide data to inform the development of suitable prevention

and treatment programs for the youth 
• To guide policymakers to design suitable drug abuse curriculum
• To identify specific problems encountered by the youth.
• To determine the attitudes of youth towards drug use.
• To create a social and demographic correlates database.
• To satisfy the requirements of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism 

(MEM).



SAMPLE DESIGN

• We are all familiar with the survey design, 
so I will not go into it.



LIMITATIONS
• Because only students in secondary schools 

were sampled, the findings of this study can only 
be generalized to that population and not to the 
entire population of youth in the age group.

• Despite assurances of confidentiality, some 
respondents are likely to be reluctant to admit 
drug use and related activities for various 
reasons. 

• Like any other self-report survey, there is no 
guarantee of absolute accuracy in reporting the 
extent of the use as there is the possibility of 
over or under reporting.



Prevalence of Use
• Respondents reported using:

Lifetime use Current use
– Alcohol                                  73.4%                  32.6%
– Marijuana                              25.1%                    5.5%
– Cigarettes                             17.8%                    1.8% 
– Solvents & inhalants – 13.6%                    2.2%
– Cocaine & crack – 1.8%                     0.5%
– Hashish                                  1.7%                   0.49%
– Ecstasy                                  1.3%                   
– Morphine                               1.2%
– Heroin                                    0.9%
– Coca paste                            0.7%
– Opium                                   0.4%



Alcohol Use

• Alcohol was the most widely used 
substance among secondary students, 
with 73.4 percent of students reporting 
ever having used it. 

• (The legal drinking age in Antigua is 18 
years, and the students raged in age from 
11 – 17+ years).



• Although slightly more males (34%) than 
females (31.7%) reported current use of 
alcohol, it is interesting to note that 
females are more likely than males to 
have used alcohol in the past year (54.3% 
versus 51.5%) and in their lifetime (74.3% 
versus 72.4%).



Cigarette Use

• Just under one fifth (17.8%) of students in 
the sample have used cigarettes at least 
once in their lives; 

• 4.7 percent have used cigarettes in the 
year prior to the survey; and

• 1.8 percent reported being current users. 
• Of current users, males (2.7 percent) were 

more than twice as likely to smoke than 
females (1.1 percent).



Solvents & Inhalants

• Nearly 14 percent (13.6%) of secondary 
school students in the sample used 
solvents and inhalants at least once in 
their lives and 4.2 percent used solvents 
and inhalants in the past year.

• In the past month, 2.2 percent of students 
in the sample used solvents and inhalants.



Illicit Drugs

• About ten percent (10.4%) of the sample 
were current users of an illicit drug, 
including marijuana, which was the most 
commonly used illicit drug. 

• Twenty five percent (25%) of the sample 
reported that they had used marijuana at 
least once in their lifetime. 



Association with Behavioral Problems 
and Academic Performance

• Forty six percent (46%) of secondary school 
students in the sample who were current alcohol 
users reported experiencing frequent behavioral 
or discipline problems at school.

• Almost sixty percent (59%) of students using 
alcohol in the year prior to the survey reported 
frequent behavioral or discipline problems. 

• Students with more behavioral problems showed 
a higher prevalence of alcohol use.



Behavioral Or Discipline 
Problems

• More than one third (38.4%) of students 
reporting current (past month) alcohol use 
reported repeating two or more courses. 

• In general, it appears that students with a 
higher number of repeated grades have 
slightly higher levels of prevalence of 
alcohol use.



Perceptions of the Harmfulness 
of Alcohol Use

• The majority of students in the sample see 
drinking frequently and getting drunk as harmful. 

• About 58 percent (58.1%) of the sample report 
that drinking alcohol frequently is very harmful.

• More than two thirds (76.4%) see getting drunk 
as very harmful. 

• About five percent (5.4%) say that frequently 
drinking alcohol is not harmful 

• Less than 3 percent (2.9%) say that getting 
drunk is not harmful. 



Age
• Of the secondary school students in the sample, 

older students reported higher levels of use of 
marijuana: 
– 13 percent of students aged 17 to 25 years 
– 10.4 percent of students aged 15 to 16 
– 4.3 percent of students aged 11 to 14; 
were current (past month) users of marijuana. 
• The older students in the sample (17-25 years) were 
about three times more likely to report using marijuana
in the month prior to the survey compared to students
aged 11 to 14 years.



Marijuana Use & Age
• Less than one percent (.8%) of students report 

first smoking marijuana at 5 years old; 
• 7.9 percent at 10 years 
• 12.3 percent at 15 years. 
• The largest percentage of students reported 

using marijuana for the first time between the 
ages of 12 to 14 years.

• On average, almost ninety percent (88.7%) of 
the respondents reported that they had already 
smoked marijuana for the first time by 15 years 
or younger.



Perceived Availability of 
Marijuana

• Nearly half of the sample of students (46.5%) 
reported that it would be easy to obtain 
marijuana. 

• Just over one quarter reported that it would be 
difficult (8.3%) to impossible (19.1%) to obtain 
marijuana. 

• Marijuana was perceived as the illegal drug 
most easily accessible by students in this 2005 
secondary school sample.



PREVALENCE OF ILLICIT 
SUBSTANCE USE

• Illicit drug use is much less common than the 
use of alcohol among secondary school 
students in Antigua and Barbuda. 

• Over 10 percent (10.5%) were current users of 
an illicit drug. 

• Seventeen percent (17.1%) reported using an 
illicit drug in the past year prior to the survey.

• Thirty three percent (33.1%) reported using an 
illicit drug at least once in their lifetime



PREVALENCE OF ILLEGAL SUBSTANCE 
USE IN PUBLIC vs PRIVATE SCHOOL

• In the month preceding the survey, 10.8 
percent of students in government (public) 
secondary schools reported using illegal 
drugs compared to 9% of students in the 
private secondary schools.

• For past year illegal drug use, the pattern 
was similar, with 17.5% of public school 
students against 13.7% private school 
students reporting use.



Summary of Recommendations

• Carry out survey to get more information.
• Develop programs to meet identified 

needs.
• Closer monitoring to reduce access to 

alcohol and other drugs.
• Communication Education Program
• Media Campaign
• Greater collaboration between 

stakeholders.



THANK YOU


