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INTRODUCTION:

ØHer Majesty’s Prison Service of the 
Cayman Islands requested the NDC’s
assistance in getting clearer picture of 
drug status among inmates at the prisons. 

Ø The findings of the survey reported; the 
extent and patterns of licit and illicit 
drugs use, among inmates in the Cayman 
Islands.
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TARGET GROUP:
ØAll inmates of the 3 sections of prison:

vNorthward Prison Services è For males 

vFairbanks è For females

vEagle House è For juvenile (18-23yrs)



SURVEY PARTICIPATION:
ØAll three sections of prison participated in 

the 2008 survey.

Ø Total of incarcerated population: 223 
inmates 

Ø Total overall participation: 135 (60.54%) 

Ø Total of males who participated: 121 (89.6%)

Ø Total of females who participated: 14 (10.4%)



METHODOLOGY:
Ø The survey was administrated between 

August 4th and 6th, 2008.
Ø Self-administrated Questionnaires (high 

response rates and participation).
Ø By groups of 10 inmates in the locations 

designated by the prison’s officers (chapel 
and classroom).

Ø Reading group and Spanish inmates were 
take in consideration with special surveys 
and assistance by trained personnel. 

Ø Estimate time: 30 minutes.
Ø Only staff of NDC administrated the survey.
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DEMOGRAPHICS:

The majority 
of Inmates:



SELF REPORTED DRUG 
PREVALENCE:

Prevalence
Lifetime Annual Current 

Cigarette 85.9 55.6 50.4
Alcoholic drinks 88.8 25.2 9.6
Marijuana 81.0 37.8 28.8
Crack/rock 33.0 8.9 3.7
Cocaine powder 24.0 3.7 3.0
Heroin 3.0 - -
Ecstasy 13.4 0.7 0.7
LSD 5.0 - -
Methamphetamine 3.7 - -
Valium/Benzodiazepines 5.0 - -
Methadone - - -
Other drugs - - -
Any illegal drug (including marijuana) 81.5 40.0 30.4
Any illegal drug (excluding marijuana) 37.8 8.9 5.2



SELF REPORTED DRUG 
PREVALENCE:

CURRENT 
PREVALENCE

9.6% of inmates reported 
consume alcohol and 28.8% 
reported consume marijuana. 
50% of inmates reported  they 
consume tobacco.

COUNSELLING 
AND 

TREATMENT

60.7% had received counselling
and treatment:
For alcohol: 47.% of the times
For marijuana: 84% of the times

MEAN & 
MEDIAN AGE

Age first use legal drugs: 
Mean:13.7yrs 
Median: 14.5yrs

Age first use illegal drugs:
Mean: 19.9yrs
Median: 19.2yrs



SELF REPORTED DRUG 
PREVALENCE:

CHARGES

1. Violence Offences (36.6%)
2. Drug Offences (32.4%)
3. Property Offences (20%)
4. Public Order Offences (11%)

PRISON TERMS

Served term: 59.3% of inmates
Been fined: 48.8% of inmates
Been on probation: 43.7% of inmates
Court order: 62.5% not any court 
order

(What offence(s) are you currently charged with?) 

(Have you ever served prison term, been fined, been on probation or been 
under court order?)



SELF REPORTED DRUG 
PREVALENCE:

DRUGS 
CONNECTED 

WITH OFFENCE

42.7% of inmates admitted 
that drugs were in some way 
connected with their current 
offending.

ALCOHOL 
CONNECTED 

WITH OFFENCE

24.6% of inmates admitted that 
alcohol were in some way 
connected with their current 
offending.

Offence committed while under 
the influence of drugs (47.9%)

Offence committed while under 
the influence of alcohol

(83.3%)



WEAPONS USE:
ý88.3% did not own a gun and 79% have not 

access to a gun.
ý53.3% does not know if it is easy or difficult 

to obtain a gun in the Cayman Islands. 
However, 17.05% compounded considered 
easy or very easy to obtain a gun.

ý81.7% reported that a gun can’t be rented in 
the Cayman Islands.

ý84.7% did not use a gun for a crime.
ý65.5% did not use any other weapon for a 

crime. 



WEAPONS USE:
ý A small proportion reported used any other weapons:

64.3%
46.4%

19.6% 17.9%



WEAPONS USE:

ý40.2% were not sure if a gun is necessary to 
deal with drugs in the Cayman Islands. 
24.6% admitted that it is necessary and 
35.2% reported that is not necessary.

ý84.0% were of the opinion that penalties for 
gun crimes do not stop persons carrying or 
using them.



DRUG MARKET:

%Most inmates (50.8%) reported they 
bought drugs in the 12 months and 30 
days before incarceration.

%Less than half inmates (33.1%) 
reported they sold drugs in the 12 
months and 30 days before 
incarceration.



CONCLUSIONS:

¢The use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana 
and other illicit drugs has long been 
linked with several negative outcomes 
for inmates. 

¢The findings of the HMPS 2008 
indicate that the majority of inmates 
were users of legal and illegal drugs, 
but currently just a slightly lower 
proportion reported continue use of 
substances like alcohol and marijuana. 
(85.4% versus 30.13%)



STRATEGIES:

ØPreparing for August 2009 survey to 
begin looking at trend data.
ØReview instrument and methodology 

for response accuracy.
Ø Implementation of education and 

prevention programs for inmates.
ØPolicies to address use and access of 

drugs for inmates.



THANK YOU!!


