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PART I   
 
GENERAL OVERVIEW  
 
From March 2 to March 4, 97 participants from 12 countries, 14 universities and 10 schools 
gathered together in Kingston, Jamaica to discuss the new partnership between OAS-SMS-
CICAD, Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA), 
and universities of the Caribbean. 
 
This meeting was organized by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), 
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS), from the Organization of American States 
(OAS), in coordination with CARICOM, National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) of Jamaica, 
and the University of the West Indies (UWI). 
 
Objectives of the Meeting 
 

i. Present findings on the existence of and extent to which the drug phenomenon is 
addressed in the curricula and research activities of Caribbean universities. 

ii. Present the CICAD – University partnership experience in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

iii. Examine the role of the National Drug Commission in the design of a National University 
Drug Plan – The Experience of the Dominican Republic. 

iv. Develop an integrated proposal for each participating university to mainstream drug-
related content across faculties. 

 
Dynamics of the Meeting 
 
Presentation I The Drug Phenomenon Issues at the Caribbean Universities:               
                            Current Status of Education and Research. 
 
A total of 11 Caribbean universities presented the current situation of the drug content within the 
undergraduate and graduate curricula of their different disciplines, as well as the out-reach 
activities and research on drugs. The universities who made the presentations were: 
 
The Case of University of Belize – Belize  
Dr. Abigail McKay 
Dean  
Faculty of Nursing, Allied Health & Social Work 
 
The Case of the College of Bahamas – Bahamas 
Dr. Pandora Johnson 
Vice President of Outreach Programs 
 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – School of Clinical Medicine and Research, Bahamas 
Dr. Eugenia Combie 
Associate Lecturer 
Faculty of Psychiatry 
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Dr. Kirk Christie 
Faculty of Psychiatry 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – Cave Hill Campus, Barbados 
Dr. Letnie Rock 
Department Head 
Department of Government, Sociology, and Social Work 
 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – Mona Campus, Jamaica 
Dr. Winston De La Haye 
Lecturer and Consultant 
Department of Community Health & Psychiatry 
 
The Case of the University of West Indies – St. Augustine Campus, Trinidad & Tobago 
Dr. Sandra Reid 
Senior Lecturer 
Faculty of Medical Sciences, Psychiatry 
 
The Case of St. George’s University – Grenada  
Dr. Dirk Burkhardt  
Professor 
Faculty of Physiology and Neuroscience 
 
The Case of the University of Guyana – Guyana 
Dr. Emanuel Cummings 
Dean 
Faculty of Health Sciences 

 
The Case of the International University of the Caribbean – Jamaica 
Dr. Makesha Evans 
Vice President 
 
The Case of the University of Technology- Jamaica 
Dr. Eugenie Brown-Myrie  
Dean 
College of Health Sciences 
 
The Case of The Anton Von Kom University – Suriname 
Dr. Omar Sherif Abdoelrahman 
Lecturer 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
Presentation II   The Human Resources Development in Demand Reduction in Latin  
   America and the Caribbean: The CICAD Experience: 
 
A total of seven presentations were made. The first presentation about the CICAD Policy for 
Human Resources Development in Drug Demanda Reducation established the basis for the 
subsequent presentations which addressed the different CICAD experiences with universities in 
Latin America. The presentations were as follows: 
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Policies on Human Resources Development in Drug Demand Reduction  
Dr. Luis Alfonzo 
Drug Demand Reduction Specialist 
CICAD/OAS 
 
The Role of National Drug Commissions in the Design of a Plan for Drug Demand Reduction in the 
Universities – The Experience of the Dominican Republic  
Dr. Mabel Feliz 
President  
Anti-Money Laundering National Drug Council  
Dominican Republic 
Ms. Germania Melo 
Anti-Money Laundering National Drug Council  
Dominican Republic 

 
The CICAD University Partnership Experience in Latin America: The Integrate Project at the 
Peruvian University Cayetano Heredia Experience, Peru 
Dr. Ines Bustamante 
Professor 
School of Public Health  
Peruvian University Cayetano Heredia-Lima, Peru 
 
The CICAD University Partnership Experience in Latin America: The ABC University Foundation 
Experience with the School of Medicine, Brazil 
Dr. Gilberto D’Elia 
School of Medicine 
The ABC University Foundation, Santo Andre, Brazil 
 
University of the West Indies On-Line Drug Certificate Program 
Dr. Winston De la Haye 
Lecturer and Consultant 
University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, Kingston, Jamaica  
     
Follow up of Pre And Post Graduates that Studied Drug Curricula in Three Nursing Faculties from 
México: Monterrey, Queretaro and Celaya 
Dr. Magdalena Alonso 
Coordinator Graduate Programs 
Faculty of Nursing 
Universidad de Nuevo Leon, Monterrey, Mexico 
  
 
Working Groups Development of University Integrated and Interdisciplinary Drug  
   Demand Reduction Proposal for Professional Education in the  
   Caribbean. 
 
Before the groups started their activities, Dr. Gloria Wright presented the overall orientation for 
the working groups. She also presented the theoretical framework, marco and micro operational 
structure of the projects used in Latin America, and suggestions for the Caribbean.  The 
university representatives were organized into seven sub-groups. The groups had one and a half 
days to prepare a “University Integrated, Interdisciplinary Drug Demand Reduction Proposal,” 
according to the CICAD Logical Frameowrk for proposals development. 
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On March 4, each participant university presented the result of their new integrated 
interdisciplinary demand reduction proposals. The exercise allowed each university to examine 
the possibility of working together with the stakeholders (OAS/CICAD, CARICOM, NCDA, and 
the universities of the Caribbean) and to propose within their universities, a more specific and 
tailored approach to the area of drug demand reduction in their curricula, out-reach activities and 
research studies.  
 
The results of this activity were a consensus by the participating universities to introduce drug 
content into the undergraduate and graduate curricula of their various faculties and develop 
research studies on drug related issues as well as out-reach activities in the areas of promotion of 
healthy life style and prevention of drug use and abuse, all of which would later be presented to 
CICAD – CARICOM for technical and financial support. 
 
At the end of the meeting, an evaluation form was distributed to the participants for their input 
on the organization and development of the meeting. In general, most of the participants, as well 
as the organizers of the event, agreed that the meeting had been successful due to the new 
integrated approach that the Universities took as their own in creating a holistic proposal aimed 
at the drug demand reduction efforts in the Caribbean.  
 
PART II 
 
EVALUATION FROM THE PARTICIPANTS  
 
As an instrument for control and monitoring of quality, an evaluation form was handed out to the 
participants at the end of the meeting. This instrument consists of four parts where information 
about the organization and development of the event, as well as comments and suggestions, were 
gathered. The results and analysis of this evaluation are as follows:  
 
(i) Organization of the Meeting   
 
In accordance with the 30 evaluations received, and as shown in the Graphic 1, 37% of the 
participants agreed that the duration of the activity was excellent, while 50% expressed that is 
was good and 13% that it was regular. Regarding the location of the meeting, 50% of the 
participants stated that it was excellent, 47% that it was good and only 3% that it was regular.   
Additionally, 57% of the participants agreed that the organization of the meeting was excellent, 
while 40% established that it was good and only 3% thought it was regular. Concerning the 
previous information distributed to the participants, 27% stated that is was excellent, 40% 
concurred that it was good, 30% thought it regular, and 3% considered it bad. As for the lodging, 
67% of the participants agreed that the lodging was excellent, whereas 27% thought it was good 
and only 7% thought it was regular. In terms of transportation, airport – hotel – airport, 63% of 
the participants concurred that it was excellent, while 20% said it was good and 17% thought it 
was regular.    
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(ii)  Development of the Meeting 
 
Regarding the development of the meeting, and as illustrated in Graphic 2, 50% of the 
participants qualified the dynamics of the meeting as excellent, 43% thought of it as good, 
and only 7% said it was regular. Regarding the time allotted to express their opinions, 23% 
established it as excellent, 53% thought it was good, and 23% thought it was regular. As for 
the distribution of the materials, 47% thought it was excellent, 33% agreed it was good, and 
13% said it was regular.  
 
When the participants were asked about the registration process and guiding information, 
50% established it as excellent, 33 % thought it was good, and only 3% said it was regular. 
Finally, regarding the visual materials, 40% thought it was excellent, 57% agreed it was good 
and 3% thought it was regular.  
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Graphic 5 Partially achieved Participant's objectives
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In addition to the opinions regarding the content of the meeting and its organization, the 
evaluation also made reference to the participant’s perception regarding the achievement of 
their objectives. This particular inquiry aims to understand whether the participants met the 
goals they set for themselves in regards to their attendance of the meeting. From those 
participants who responded to the evaluation, and as shown in Graphic 3, 90% of the 
participants felt they accomplished all of their objectives during the 3 days of the event, 
whereas only 10% believed that they had only partially achieved their objectives.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For those participants who responded to the previous question, they justified their answers in 
the following way: Graphic 4 shows that 19% of the participants felt that they completed their 
objectives because they were able to understand, participate in, and finish the new integrated 
proposal from their university. 75% felt they achieved the objectives of the meeting due to all 
the new information they learned and the experiences shared throughout the meeting. 6% of 
the participants felt that their objectives were met by the network of people and agencies met 
that will eventually help them attain their future goals.  
 
As presented in Graphic 5, of the participants who responded that they had achieved their 
goals only partially, 50% of them claimed that due to their lack of experience in this matter 
the exercise was a challenge but, nonetheless, a fruitful experience. The remaining 50% 
agreed that there was little time for assimilation of the information and guidelines to  
understand and execute the project proposal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphic 3 Achievements of Objectives 
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Graphic 6    Suggestions
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(iii) Suggestions  
 
In the evaluation form there was a section for each participant to include any comments or 
suggestions for future meetings. As indicated in Graphic 6, 46% of the participants expressed 
that the outcomes of the meeting should have been given prior to the activity so they would have 
prepared better regarding the project proposal. 27% of the participants argued that the time for 
discussion was too little and they would have liked to hear more about the details of every 
presentation. 18% of the participants suggested that contact between the stakeholders and the 
universities should be established and maintained, and finally, 9% of the participants suggested 
that the meetings should last one day longer so that they could work more extensively on the 
project proposals.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART III   
 
OUTCOMES 
 

1. Eleven universities developed and presented their  “University Integrated and 
Interdisciplinary Drug Demand Reduction Proposal” on the last day of the meeting.  

 
2. The UWI will host the platform for the creation of the “University Caribbean Network  

on Drug Demand Reduction.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

PART IV 
 
CONCLUSIONS  
 
All the objectives of the meeting were attained and the activity was considered a success by the 
participants as well as by the organizers. The introduction of the integrated interdisciplinary 
approach to the curricula, out-reach activities and research in the Caribbean Universities was 
well received by all the participating universities. The question of why CICAD-OAS had  not 
taken the initiative to work with all the universities sooner was brought up.The Caribbean 
Universities are ready to work with all the stakeholders in a coordinated way to achieve the 
objectives of the proposals presented at the meeting. All of the Universities identified the need to 
continue the exchange of information between themselves, as well as with the stakeholders, for 
the implementation of their proposals with technical and financial support from CICAD-
CARICOM.  CARICOM will hold the role of regional coordinator of the program in the 
Caribbean. The National Drug Commissions of each country also will play a local coordinating 
role among the participating Universities throughout the implementation of the proposed 
activities. The Universities’authorities, in coordination with all its faculties, will work together 
for the implementation of the activities of the program.  
 
 
PART V 
 
AKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
On behalf of the Organization of American States, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, 
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Dommission, we would like to express our most sincere 
gratitude for the effort, time, collaboration and support received from: 
§ The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
§ The National Drug Commission of Jamaica 
§ The University of West Indies 
§ All the other participating Universities  

 
Also, we extend our gratitude to: 
§ The Government of the United States (INL) 
§ The Government of Canada (DFAIT) 
§ The Europpean Commission 

 
We hope to move forward with this initiative in the Caribbean with the continuing support from 
all the above mentioned Governments, Institutions and Organizations. 
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PART VI 
 
PARTICIPANTS LIST  
 

Country City  Institution Name  Last Name 
Nassau College of the Bahamas Pandora Johnson 

Nassau College of the Bahamas Ava Thompson 
Nassau College of the Bahamas Jessica Minnis 
Nassau College of the Bahamas E’thegra Symonette 
Nassau University of the West Indies Eugenia Combie 
Nassau University of the West Indies Kirk Christie 

Nassau University of the West Indies Carolyn Roberts 

Bahamas 

Nassau University of the West Indies Rochelle Basden 

Cave Hill University of the West Indies Sharon Harvey 
Cave Hill University of the West Indies Letnie Rock 
Cave Hill University of the West Indies Dale Lynch 

Barbados 

Cave Hill University of the West Indies Sandra Vaughn 
Belize City University of Belize Selwyn King 
Belize City University of Belize Abigail McKay 
Belize City University of Belize Ausencio Fermin Olivera 
Belize City University of Belize Silvana Woods 

Belize 

Belize City University of Belize Juanita Perriott 
Sao Paolo ABC University Foundation  Gilberto D’Elia Brazil 
Sao Paolo ABC University Foundation  Carlos Cavalcanti Carvalho 

Santo Domingo Comisión Nacional Antidrogas Mabel Feliz Dominican Republic 
Santo Domingo Comisión Nacional Antidrogas Germania Melo 

Grenada St. George’s University Clare Emma Morrall 

Grenada St. George’s University Beverly Hope Bonaparte 

Grenada St. George’s University Dirk Burkhardt 
Grenada 

Grenada St. George’s University Cecilia Younger 
Georgetown University of Guyana Emanuel Cummings 

Georgetown University of Guyana Bridget Ogowewo 

Georgetown University of Guyana Andrew Hicks 

Georgetown University of Guyana Winifred Mardenborough-Razack 

Georgetown CARICOM Myrna Bernard 

Georgetown CARICOM Beverly Reynolds 

Georgetown CARICOM Lionel Persaud 

Georgetown CARICOM Dorrett Campbell 

Georgetown CARICOM Nora Budhan 

Guyana 

Georgetown CARICOM Morella Joseph 

Kingston OAS Jamaica Joan C. Neil 

Mona University of the West Indies E. Nigel Harris 

Mona University of the West Indies Winston De La Haye 

Mona University of the West Indies Gordon Shirley 

Mona University of the West Indies Archibald McDonald 

Mona University of the West Indies Jeffrey East 

Mona University of the West Indies Denise Eldemire-Shearer 

Jamaica 

Mona University of the West Indies Russell Pierre 
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Mona University of the West Indies Suzanne Ffolkes Goldson 

Mona University of the West Indies Mark Figueroa 

Mona University of the West Indies Ian Boxill 

Mona University of the West Indies Clement Branche 

Mona University of the West Indies Dennis Edwards 

Mona University of the West Indies Herbert Gayle 

Mona University of the West Indies Peta-Anne Baker 

Mona University of the West Indies Anthony Harriott 

Mona University of the West Indies Canute James 

Mona University of the West Indies Marvin Reid 

Mona University of the West Indies Rainford Wilks 

Mona University of the West Indies Steve Weaver 

Mona University of the West Indies Joyette Aiken 

Mona University of the West Indies Ishenkumba Kahwa 

Mona University of the West Indies Andrew Wheatley 

Mona University of the West Indies Perceval Bahado-Singh  

Mona University of the West Indies Paulette Bell-Kerr 

Mona University of the West Indies Sonia Warmington 

Mona University of the West Indies Patrice Reid 

Mona University of the West Indies Patrice  Whitehorne  

Mona University of the West Indies Carole  Mitchell 

Mona University of the West Indies Joy Harrison 
Kingston University of Technology Eugenie Brown-Myrie 
Kingston University of Technology Winston Davidson 
Kingston University of Technology Janet Campbell-Shelly 

Kingston International University of the Caribbean Carole Mitchell 
Kingston International University of the Caribbean Makesha Evans 
Kingston International University of the Caribbean Monica Holness 
Kingston International University of the Caribbean Grace-Ann Cornwall 
Kingston International University of the Caribbean Donnahae Rhoden-Salmon 

Kingston Ministry of Health, Jamaica Maureen Ions-Morgan 

  PAHO- Jamaica Homero Silva 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Michael Tucker 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Ellen Campbell Grizzle 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Sislyn Malcolm 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Paulette Smith 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Charles Williams 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Jacquline McDonald-Shakes 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Maudrin Henry 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Rose Manhertz 

Kingston National Council on Drug Abuse Kaymorie Silvera 
Monterrey Universidad de Nueva Leon Santiaga Esparza 

Mexico 
Monterrey Universidad de Nueva Leon Ma. Magdalena Alonso 

Peru Lima Peruvian University Cayetano Heredia Ines Bustamante 
Paramaribo Anton de Kom University of Suriname Omar Sherif Abdoelrahman 
Paramaribo Anton de Kom University of Suriname Fariel Ishaak 
Paramaribo Anton de Kom University of Suriname Ann Matil 

Surinam 

Paramaribo Anton de Kom University of Suriname Zsa-Zsa Leysner-Lenting 
Trinidad and Tobago St. Augustine University of the West Indies Sandra Reid 
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St. Augustine University of the West Indies Rita Pemberton 
Washington D.C. CICAD James Mack 

Washington D.C. CICAD Gloria Wright 

Washington D.C. CICAD Luis Alfonzo 

Washington D.C. CICAD Maria Juliana Lujan 

Washington D.C. CICAD Charity Lee 

USA 

Washington D.C. PAHO Edward Greene 
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PART VII 
 
PARTICIPANTS’AKNOWLEDGMENTS  
 
 

i. From: Suriname- Anton de Kom University of Suriname  

Dear Mrs. Wright,  
  
On behalf of the Anton de Kom University I thank you and the other organizations for 
this opportunity.We hope for a fruitful further cooperation. 
  
 Zsa-Zsa Leysner-Lenting 
 Vice-dean Faculty of Social Sciences 

 
ii. From: Suriname- Anton de Kom University of Suriname 

Dear Mss Wright, 
 
I would also like to thank you for inviting us to the regional meeting. It was a very useful 
learning experience in which had the pleasure of making your acquaintance. You are a 
remarkable woman! 
 
I also would like to use this opportunity to inform about the letter we need in order for 
our Board to officially endorse our proposal. It would be very helpful to us if you would 
send this letter soon.  
 
Again thank you and your staff for the organization and I hope to see you soon.  
Sincere regards, 
 
Omar Sherif Abdoelrahman 

 
iii. From: Belize- University of Belize 

Dr. Wright: 
  
The University of Belize team was very pleased to be a part of an initiative that is timely 
and provides an excellent opportunity to network and collaborate in this age of CSME 
and global downsizing. 
  
We are excited by the possibilities and will work on our local ‘next steps.’ 
Best regards to all … 
  
Abigail McKay 
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iv. From: Guyana- University of Guyana 
 
Dear Gloria, we thank GOD for the successful meeting. It was quite informative and very 
well organized. Thanks for the invitation. We enjoy working with you and we look 
forward to more sessions with you and your team. GOD bless you real good. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Bridget Ogowewo 
 

v. From: Bahamas- UWI, Nassau Campus 

Dear Dr. Wright 
  
The team from UWI, Bahamas was pleased to participate in the “CICAD-CARICOM 
Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon” and look 
forward to the implementation of  “The Caribbean University Integrated Inter-
Disciplinary Drug Demand Reduction Program.”  
  
Regards 
  
Dr. Combie  

 
vi. From: Bahamas- College of the Bahamas  

Dear Gloria, 

 I write on behalf of the team from The College of The Bahamas to thank you and the 
sponsors of  the CICAD-CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities 
on the Drug Phenomenon”  for inviting us to participate in this most important event. 
So often The Bahamas is left out of important initiatives because of a perception about its 
level of income, (which of course is not a good indicator of its needs) that we were quite 
pleased to be involved.   
  
We believe that the time in Jamaica was well spent and are delighted that we had such a 
marvelous opportunity to network with colleagues from across the region and beyond. 
Our expectation is that the experience will be the first in a series of experiences that will 
result in exciting and meaningful programmes for The College of The Bahamas and the 
wider Bahamian community.  We are hoping that developing and implementing 
programmes in collaboration with the UWI Bahamas team, we will be in a better position 
to broaden the impact on demand reduction in the country. 
Please convey our thanks and appreciation to your interns and the CARICOM  
representatives who worked so diligently to ensure that our creature comforts were 
attended to and that the events unfolded without a hitch.   
  
We too look forward to an ongoing relationship with you. 
Once again, thanks very much.  
Regards 
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vii. From: NCDA Jamaica 

Dear Dr Wright 
The NCDA was very pleased to be part of this very important conference. We 
congratulate you your excellent leadership in making it a reality and look forward to 
working with you and CICAD in operationalizing this initiative 
 
Very Best Wishes 
 
Michael Tucker  
 
 

viii. From: Grenada- St. George’s University 

Dear Dr. Wright,  
 
The St. George’s University team deeply appreciate the opportunity to have been part of 
the CICAD-CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug 
Phenomenon. Not only did we learn of the efforts being made regarding Drug Demand 
Reduction in the region but we had the opportunity to meet wonderful colleagues from 
 other universities. We pledge to strengthen the DDR components in the many areas of 
our curricula and our campus life and we will begin to work on the areas of research and 
community outreach. Thank you to the entire CICAD, OAS, CARICOM and UWI teams 
for a wonderful meeting.  
 
Warm regards,  
 
Beverly Bonaparte  
Dirk Burkhardt  
Clare Morrall  
 

ix. From: UWI Open Campus  
 
Dear Dr. Wright, 
 
It was indeed a meaningful and productive three-day meeting. Happy I was afforded the 
opportunity to meet and work with colleagues from Latin America & the 
Caribbean…Great team work! 
 
Thanks to you and your planning and coordinating team for making it happen. 
 
Looking forward to the next phase to making this first effort a reality. 
 
Kind regards 
Sonia 
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PART VIII 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
  
 
  CICAD CARICOM UWI NCDA UNIVERSITIES 
Lodging $     23,440.00 $    1,000.00  $            -     $            -      
Meals $     12,189.00 $    2,250.00  $  1,408.80  $  1,408.80   
Salons $                - $              -  $            -     $            -      
Sound & Interpretation $                - $    7,292.88  $            -     $            -      
Materials $                - $              -  $            -     $            -      
Misc. $       3,901.98 $    1,491.00  $            -     $            -      
Airfares $     37,222.00 $    8,404.30  $            -     $            -    $  1,077.93  
Sub-Totals $     76,752.98 $   20,438.18  $  1,408.80  $  1,408.80 $  1,077.93 

TOTAL COST $101,086.69 
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Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

  
 

17:00 – 19:00 
Arrival of Participants 
Registration Participants 

 Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
  

8:30 – 9:50 
 

8:30 – 8:35 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:35 – 9:15 
 

8:35 – 8:40 
 
 
 

8:40 – 8:45 
 
 
 

8:45 – 8:50 
 
 

8:50 – 9:10 
 
 
 

9:10 – 9:40 
 

 
 

9:40 – 9:45 
 
 
 
 
 

9:45 – 10:00 

Opening of the Meeting 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks by Chair 
Dr. Winston De La Haye 

       Lecturer and Consultant 
       Psychiatrist 
       University of the West Indies, Mona Campus 
       President, Medical Association of Jamaica  
 

Greetings 
 
Dr. Mark Figueroa 
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences 
University of the West Indies, Mona Campus 
 
Dr. Maureen Irons-Morgan 
Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Ministry of Health, Jamaica 
 
Ms. Myrna Bernard 
OIC, HSD, CARICOM Secretariat 
 
Amb. James Mack 
Executive Secretary, Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 
(CICAD), Organization of American States (OAS) 
 
Key Note Speaker 
Professor Edward Greene 
Advisor to the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA) 

 
Vote of Thanks 
Mr. Michael Tucker 
Executive Director 
National Council on Drug Abuse Secretariat 
Jamaica 
 
Coffee Break 

 
10:00 – 12:45 

 
 
 
 
 

Plenary I 
Drug Phenomenon Issues at the Caribbean Universities: Current Status of 
Education and Research 
 
Coordinator:        Ms. Beverly Reynolds 
                            Programme Manager, Sustainable Development 
                            CARICOM Secretariat 
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10:00 – 10:15 
 
 
 

10:15 – 10:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:30 – 10:45 
 
 
 
 
 

10:45 – 11:00 
 

 
 
 
 

11:00 – 11:15 
 
 
 
 
 

11:15 – 11:30 
 
 
 
 

11:30 – 11:45 
 
 
 
 

11:45 – 12:00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12:00 – 12:15 
 

 
 

The Case of the College of Bahamas – Bahamas 
Dr. Pandora Johnson 
Vice President of Outreach 
 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – School of Clinical 
Medicine and Research, Bahamas 
Dr. Eugenia Combie 
Associate Lecturer 
Faculty of Psychiatry 
Dr. Kirk Christie 
Faculty of Psychiatry 

 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – Cave Hill Campus, 
Barbados 
Dr. Letnie Rock 
Department Head 
Department of Government, Sociology, and Social Work 
 
The Case of the University of the West Indies – Mona Campus, Jamaica 

       Dr. Winston De La Haye 
Lecturer and Consultant 
Department of Community Health & Psychiatry 
President, Medical Association of Jamaica 

 
       The Case of the University of West Indies – St. Augustine  
       Campus, Trinidad & Tobago 

Dr. Sandra Reid 
Senior Lecturer 
Faculty of Medical Sciences, Psychiatry 
 
The Case of University of Belize – Belize  
Dr. Abigail McKay 
Dean  
Faculty of Nursing, Allied Health & Social Work 
 
The Case of St. George’s University – Grenada  
Dr. Dirk Burkhardt  
Professor 
Faculty of Physiology and Neuroscience 
 
The Case of the University of Guyana – Guyana 
Dr. Emanuel Cummings 
Dean 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Mr. Andrew Hicks 
Head, Department of Sociology 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
The Case of the International University of the Caribbean – Jamaica 
Dr. Makesha Evans 
Vice President 
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12:15 – 12:30 
 
 

 
 

12:30 – 12:45 
 
 
 
 

12:45 – 13:00 

       The Case of the University of Technology – Jamaica 
        Dr. Eugenie Brown-Myrie 
        Dean 
       College of Health Sciences 
 
        The Case of The Anton Von Kom University – Suriname 

Dr. Omar Sherif Abdoelrahman 
Lecturer 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 

      Discussion 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch  

14:00 – 17:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14:00 – 14:15 
 
 
 
 
 

14:15 – 14:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14:30 – 14:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14:45 – 15:00 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Plenary II 
Human Resources Development in Demand Reduction in Latin America and 
the Caribbean: The CICAD Experience 
Coordinator:      Ms. Myrna Bernard  
                          Officer-in-Charge, Directorate of Human and 
                          Social Development              
                          CARICOM Secretariat 
      
    Policies on Human Resources Development in Demand  
    Reduction 
    Dr. Luis Alfonzo 
    Demand Reduction Specialist 
    CICAD/OAS 

 
    The Role of National Drug Commissions in the Design of a  
    Plan for Drug Demand Reduction in the Universities - The  
    Experience of the Dominican Republic  
    Dr. Mabel Feliz 
    President  
    Anti-Money Laundering National Drug Council  
    Dominican Republic 
    Ms. Germania Melo 
    Anti-Money Laundering National Drug Council  
    Dominican Republic 

 
The CICAD University Partnership Experience in Latin  

     America: The Integrate Project at the Peruvian University  
     Cayetano Heredia Experience, Peru 
     Dr. Ines Bustamante 
     Professor 
     School of Public Health  
     Peruvian University Cayetano Heredia-Lima, Peru 
 
    The CICAD University Partnership Experience in Latin  
     America: The ABC University Foundation Experience with      
     the School of Medicine, Brazil 
     Dr. Gilberto D’Elia 
     School of Medicine 
     The ABC University Foundation, Santo Andre, Brazil 

 Dr. Carlos Cavalcanti Carvalho 
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15:00 – 15:30 
 

15:30 – 15:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15:45 – 16:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16:00 – 16:15 
 

16:15 – 17:00 
 
 
 

 
19:00 – 22:00 

 

 School of Medicine 
The ABC University Foundation, Santo Andre, Brazil 
 

    Coffee Break 
 
    University of the West Indies On-Line Drug Certificate      
    Program 
    Dr. Winston De la Haye 
    Lecturer and Consultant 
    University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, Kingston, Jamaica 
    President, Medical Association of Jamaica  
     
    Follow up of Pre And Post Graduates that Studied Drug  
    Curricula in Three Nursing Faculties from México:     
    Monterrey, Queretaro and Celaya 
    Dr. Ma. Magdalena Alonso 
    Faculty of Nursing 
    Universidad de Nuevo Leon, Monterrey, Mexico 
     
  Discussion 
 
 Orientation for Working Groups 
Dr. Maria da Gloria Wright 
Head of Demand Reduction, a.i. 
CICAD/OAS 

 
Cocktail hosted by the National Council on Drug Abuse, Jamaica 

Thursday, March 3, 2011 
  

8:30 –  12:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Groups to Develop University Integrate Proposals for Professional 
Education in the Area of Demand Reduction  for the Caribbean 
 

Working Group I      The  University of Belize – Belize  
 
 
Working Group II     The College of Bahamas – Bahamas 
 
 
Working Group III    The University of the West Indies –    
                                      Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica,   
                                      Trinidad & Tobago 
 
Working Group IV    The St. George’s University – Grenada 
                                    
Working Group V     The University of Guyana – Guyana 
 
 
Working Group VI   The International University of the Caribbean        
                                     – Jamaica 
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12:00 – 14:00 
 

14:00 – 17:00 
 

19:00 – 22:00 
 

Working Group VII    The University of Technology – Jamaica 
 
Working Group VIII  The Anton von Kom University – Suriname 

 
Lunch 
 
Continuation of Working Groups 
 
Dinner hosted by the Executive Secretariat of CICAD 
 

Friday, March 04, 2011 
  

8:30 – 10:00 
 

10:00 – 12:00 
 

10:00 – 10:15 
 

10:15 – 11:00 
 

11:15 – 11:30 
 
 

11:30 – 11:45 
 

11:45 – 12:00 
 

12:00 – 12:15 
 

12:15 – 12:30 
 
 

12:30 – 12:45 
 

12:45 – 14:00 
 

14:00 – 16:00 
 

14:00 – 15:00 
 
 

 
15:30 – 16:00 

 
 

16:00 – 16:30 
 

19:00 – 22:00 

Continuation of Working Groups 
 
Presentations Working Groups 
 

Working Group I      The  University of Belize – Belize  
 
Working Group II     The College of the Bahamas –Bahamas 
 
Working Group III    The St. George’s University – Grenada 
 
Working Group V     The University of Guyana – Guyana 
 
Working Group VI    The International University of the Caribbean        
                                   – Jamaica 
 
Working Group VII   The University of Technology – Jamaica 
 
Working Group VII   The Anton Von Kom University –Suriname 

 
 
Discussion 
 
Lunch 
 
Continuation of Presentations Working Groups 
 

Working Group IV    The University of the West Indies-    
                                     Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica,        
                                     Trinidad &Tobago   
 

Discussion 
 
 

Closing Ceremony 
 
Cocktail hosted by the University of the West Indies 
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Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission – CICAD 
Secretariat of Multidimensional Security – SMS 

Organization of American States - OAS 
 

Amb. James Mack  
Exectuive Secretary CICAD/SMS/CICAD 

 
Key note address to CICAD –CARICOM Regioanl Meeting with Caribbean Univeristies 

on the Drug Phenomenon  
2 March 2011 

Kingston, Jamaica.  
 

 
I am delighted to join you at the CICAD – CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean 
Universities on the Drug Phenomenon.   
 
I know you all know what CARICOM is, but for those who have not heard of the inter-American 
drug abuse control commission, better known by its acronym CICAD, we are an agency of the 
organization of the American states, whose mission is to enhance the human and institutional 
capacities of our member states to reduce the production, trafficking and use of illicit drugs, and 
to address the health, social and criminal consequences of the drug trade.    
 
As the executive secretariat of CICAD, which is to say I oversee the CICAD’s permanent staff of 
40, I would like to start by thanking the CARICOM secretariat, the University of the West 
Indies, the national council on drug abuse of Jamaica, and all of you who are present for being 
part of this effort.  
 
You have accepted an invitation to spend the next few days engaged in a discussion about how 
the universities of the Caribbean can enhance their own understanding of the drug phenomenon, 
as well as prepare  future professionals to work and do research in the area of drug demand 
reduction.  By demand reduction, I am referring to the promotion of healthy life styles, 
prevention of drug abuse, treatment & rehabilitation of drug dependent persons, and their 
integration back into the community. 
 
This initiative involves faculty development.  It involves the introduction of drug themes across 
under graduate and graduate curricula.  It involves out-reach activities to the community.  And it 
involves   research on drugs and related issues.  
 
I would also like to share with you, the three characteristics that distinguish CICAD and its work 
with the governments, universities and civil society: 
 

(I) First, for the last 25 years, CICAD has been the hemisphere’s platform for 
multilateral dialogue and action on drug issues, the most recent expression of which 
was the new hemispheric drug strategy, which CICAD’s 34 member states approved 
in may 2010. 
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(II) Secondly, in its programs CICAD applies an inter-disciplinary and comprehensive 
approach to the drug problem so that science and best practices can be brought to bear 
on all is components; and 

 
(III) Third, CICAD places a high priority on capacity building of our stakeholders and 

partners, whether they are the national drug commissions of our member states, non-
governmental organizations, or universities.  

 
I would like to take a few moments to describe what CICAD has done in the Caribbean region 
recently to show how these three principles are applied. 
 
Last year, the CICAD and CARICOM secretariats developed and published jointly a reference 
handbook called “how to develop a national drug control policy: a guide for policymakers, 
practitioners and stakeholders.”  This guide was specifically designed for the Caribbean and will 
help our Caribbean member states convert the concepts of the hemispheric drug strategy and its 
plan of action into policy documents that are relevant to the Caribbean reality.  
 
One of the core premises of the new drug hemispheric strategy is that governments should 
operate on the basis of evidence-based policy and programs, which, in turn, require scientific 
research on drugs.  CICAD’s inter-American observatory on drugs, CICAD’s statistics, analysis 
and research arm, is promoting the consolidation of drug information networks in the region.  
The CICAD observatory also has adapted two new survey methodologies to the English-
speaking Caribbean countries and carried out two pilot studies in two countries: (I) a survey of 
attitudes toward drugs and drug use in a prison facility in Grenada; and (ii) a survey of persons 
detained in juvenile facilities in Guyana. Both studies were carried out by local universities.  
Their insights enhanced the final versions of the survey protocols, and this expertise will remain 
in the region to assist others interested in pursuing future studies, as well as encourage future 
academic studies. 
 
CICAD’s observatory will be publishing shortly a comparative analysis of drug use among 
secondary students in 12 Caribbean countries, the first of its kind in the region and a baseline for 
future regional studies. 
 
In partnership with other international organizations, CICAD is carrying out an active training 
program in the areas on drug supply reduction and control measures. 
 
In this context, CICAD’s executive secretariat recently created an internal a steering committee 
to better coordinate our multi-faceted drug efforts in the Caribbean 
 
Our programs just in the demand reduction area over the next 5 years will include: 
  

(I) Addressing risk and protective factors to reduce crime; 
(II) Establishing and/or strengthening treatment for drug-dependent offenders (drug 

treatment courts, and treatment in prison); 
(III) Educating health related professionals on drug research; 
(IV) Training and certification of personnel working at drug treatment centers;  and of 

course; 
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(V) University-level education programs on the promotion of healthy life styles, 
prevention of substance abuse, treatment and rehabilitation, and social integration. 

 
Once again, this new approach in the Caribbean reflects our renewed vision, incorporating an 
evidence-based approach to the design of new policies and programs. 
 
As CICAD undertakes these initiatives in support of our Caribbean member states, we will make 
sure to coordinate closely with the CARICOM secretariat, other OAS agencies, the governments 
of Canada, us, united kingdom, France, Spain, the Netherlands, as well as international 
organizations, such as the united nations office on drugs and crime (UNODC), and the pan 
American health organization (PAHO).  
 
I recognize that this meeting is only the start of an what we hope will be an ongoing dialogue 
with the universities of the Caribbean region on how to introduce drug themes across the 
curricula, develop faculty, carry out community outreach and undertake research on drug issues.  
But I am confident that this academic exercise will prove to be intelectually challenging, 
relevant, and fruitful.    
 
I look forward to your productive participation this week and our future collaboration. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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Higher Educational Institutions in the Caribbean: Intervening in Human Resource 
Development as a critical factor in the accelerated responses to drug abuse. 

 
Edward Greene 

 
CARICOM/PAHO Advisor on Caribbean Public Health Agency   

Key note address to CICAD –CARICOm Regioanl Meeting with Caribbean Univeristies on 
the Drug Phenomenon  

2- March 2011 
Kingston Jamaica  

 
It is always a challenging task to respond to the request to give a key note address when all the 
collaborating institutions and agencies themselves have set the agenda in which the theme of the 
address falls ; more so when the expertise for the areas of the theme resides within these 
agencies. Such is my task this morning. I however wish to thank the collaborating agencies:  
OAS, Inter American Drug Abuse Control Commission, the Caribbean Community Secretariat, 
the Jamaica National Council on Drug Abuse, the UWI and the Governments of Canada and the 
USA and the EU, for their invitation and to commend them for the valuable work on drug abuse. 
In so doing, I wish to recognize their contribution to development. 
   
In a gathering such as this one, there is no need to repeat the obvious facts about the increasing 
impact of drug abuse, the escalating loss of human life, the social and economic costs to 
individuals, families, and communities, the regional and international systems. The agenda for 
this meeting also indicates the wide range of status reports from participating Universities and 
agencies on programmes and policies on drug abuse. Under the circumstances, I decided that my 
contribution at this opening session would be more relevant if I focused on the nature and scope 
of the interventions of higher educational institutions in a constructive programme of building 
human resource capacity to deal with the accelerated response to drug abuse.  
 
In this regard, my presentation is structured around three questions:  
 

• What are the challenges in the immediate environment of institutions involved in drug 
abuse education, research and outreach programmes? 

• How to overcome these challenges while strengthening institutional capabilities? 
• Why do we need to be creative in designing, implementing and sustaining viable 

programmes and polices?    
 
I. The Environment: its obstacles, challenges and opportunities  
This meeting is taking place when the world is gradually recovering from one of the worst 
recessions with serious implications for global economies. Countries like those in the Caribbean 
are particularly affected.  As a result this means that technical assistance and other forms of 
collaboration for a variety of training programmes are seriously affected by “cut backs”. More 
than ever, creative ways have to be found to develop and sustain vital programmes and  projects 
such as those related to the accelerated approach to drug abuse whose contribution to 
development, important as they are, tends to be undervalued. In this regard rationalization, 
harmonization, collaboration and regional cooperation must be chief among the considerations in 
moving forward to achieve both national and regional objectives simultaneously. 
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What however is necessary to keep in mind is that the strongest explanation for the relatively 
high rates of crime and violence in our region is narcotics trafficking and that the drug trade 
drives crime in a number of ways1:   
 

i. Violence tied to trafficking 
ii. Normalizing illegal behavior 
iii. Diverting criminal justice resources from other activities 
iv. Provoking property crime 
v. Contributing to wide spread availability of firearms  
vi. Undermining and corrupting societal institutions 
vii. Youth violence as one of the most immediate policy concern 
 

CARICOM governments have been busy addressing the challenges of a trans-shipment region, 
in which the problem of drug use and addiction has been stealthily, and assiduously creeping 
upon us and eating away the wealth of the region and the fabric of our society.  Drug addiction, 
as with any other chronic medical condition is a threat to development.  This Region has 
grappled with, and is successfully addressing two of the most serious threats to development – 
HIV and AIDS and the non-communicable diseases (NCDs). Evidence of the havoc of both of 
these chronic illnesses on individual lives, families, communities and the nations as a whole, is 
well documented.  The turning point from a worse case situation to success stories have come 
about by recognizing that the problem was more than a medical one; that no one sector could by 
itself successfully address the multifaceted nature and challenges of NCDs and HIV and AIDS. 
This is no less true for drug use and addiction. 
 
II. Overcoming the challenges  
I propose that the Human Rights Approach is pivotal to overcoming the challenges posed by the 
environmental circumstances in which the region finds itself. It requires that we highlight the 
intersection of health and human rights with respect to drug abuse, that the respect for human 
rights enhances effective prevention and treatment of drug abuse and that the focus on drug 
demand reduction as opposed to drug supply reduction would essentially minimize the human 
rights violations especially against young people who use and abuse drug2. Many studies fully 
dramatize the case for addiction as a public health issue in much the same way as the non-
communicable diseases such as hypertension and diabetes. They show that addiction is the 
interplay between genetics self-medication, chemical coping, and malfunctioning of the brain 
and that communication is quite important for establishing preventive and treatment 
programmes. But success in making this case, even based on sound scientific evidence depends 
on the relentless advocacy to demonstrate that the multisectoral approach, involves the 
systematic implementation of activities that engages stakeholders around acknowledged 
principles based on scientific research. Other complementary approaches that I explore provide a 
sound basis for accelerating the dimensions of the human rights approach to drug demand 
reduction. These include the Three Ones principle, advocated by UNAIDS with respect the 
HIV/AIDS, promoting and enabling environment, and applying the principles of   functional or 
transactional cooperation.   

                                                
1 UNODC and World Bank LAC Region, Report on Crime, Violence and Development: Trends, Costs and Policy 
Options in the Caribbean  
2 Allison Smith Estelle, International Responses to Drug Abuse among Young People: Assessing the integration of 
human rights obligations,  Harvard School of Public Health , 2000 
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THE “3” ONES PRINCIPLE to facilitate functional cooperation 
Here I suggest that the multisectoral approach when complemented by the “3” Ones Principle 
provides another viable response for overcoming the challenges. The “3” Ones principle which 
has been successfully implemented with respect to the Pan Caribbean Partnership network 
against HIV/AIDS (PANCAP) revolves around; One Coordinating Mechanism, One 
Consolidated Regional Strategic plan/framework and  One Resource mobilization strategy This 
formula allows for regional networks to maximise resources, avoid duplication and move 
forward on the basis of a consolidated and dynamic set of programmes, thereby illustrating how 
functional cooperation applies and increases effectiveness and efficiency in the delivery of public 
regional good with national impacts. Hence the regional universities involved in this exercise 
may use as their points of reference, the CICAD Hemispheric Drug Abuse Strategy and 
CARICOM’s Regional Strategy for Drug Demand Reduction  to design a Caribbean Regional 
Strategy on human resource development for prevention of drug abuse.  
 
The enabling environment 
An enabling environment is critical to the advancement of the multisectoral and 3 Ones 
approaches since it is built on three vital components that contribute towards institutionalising 
drug abuse activities at both the national and regional levels. Its three components are:  
 

• Legislation which places emphasis on the update or reforms of laws and regulations with 
special emphasis on human rights  

• Development of universal policies that promote drug addiction as a medical issue and 
that focuses on strengthening institutions as well as capacity building and research to 
support and sustain the position  

• Transnational activities  manifested in a series of programmes which stress the 
alternatives to incarceration, the need for strategic partnerships, and for adherence to 
treatment regimes  that are compulsory, cost effective and based at the community level 
to facilitate access. There is also need to recognise that multisectoral activities must come 
to terms with the need to honour international mandates that promote alternatives to 
incarceration and treatment as well as those that recognise the importance of international 
security combined with law enforcement. 

 
The application of functional/transactional cooperation 
Several practices are required to sustain the enabling environment .Hence we refer to these as the 
applications of transactional or functional cooperation which include: 
 

• Protecting human rights 
• Maintaining good governance  
• Strengthening social statistics, data analysis and research  
• Standardization/Accreditation  
• Sustaining Common M&E protocols 
 

The success of transactional collaboration revolves around a series of issues that help to highlight 
specific principles and practices. The establishment of synergies for example around human 
rights and the adherence to international mandates allow for continuous reinforcement of the 
relevant policies and programmes at the international level with implications at the national and 
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community levels. The sharing of best practices too, provides a basis for collaboration rather 
than isolation and may be enhanced through South/South and North/South collaboration. In 
addition the resource mobilisation efforts are a critical feature of transactional cooperation 
especially for small states that require partnerships to sustain their efforts to sustain drug 
addiction as a development issue. In this regard harmonisation, standardisation and M&E are key 
factors. 
  
In this regard also, there is need to ensure that collaboration in programme delivery and research 
among higher educational institutions must ensure that drug abuse features in the priorities of the 
proposed Caribbean Council of Higher Education resulting a proposal by UWI Vice Chancellor 
Prof Nigel Harris to the 20th Council for Human and Social Development (October 2010) that 
seeks to establish mechanisms for effective collaboration among Caribbean Universities. Making 
the human resource development component of drug abuse one of the priorities on the agenda of 
the Caribbean Council of Higher Education is a worthwhile approach.     
 
Creative approaches to sustain collaboration among higher education  
Given the challenges posed by the environment in which we operate –scare resources, escalating 
narcotics trade linked to drugs and crime-- there is need to explore options for creative 
approaches to achieve an accelerated approach to drug abuse.  This aims at highlighting good 
practices of national programmes with regional impact such as those promoted by the 
Community Drug Awareness Committee (CODAC) of Belize Then there are regional 
programmes with national impact illustrated by the programmes promoted by the CARICOM 
Health and Family Life Education (HFLE), the CARICOM Standard of Care Manual and the 
recently reestablished UWI Training Programmes utilizing the outreach/distance education 
approach. 
 
Multidimensional approach International cooperation and capacity building: three 
fundamental policies. 
First, you may recall that the multi-dimensional approach was in fact the official theme of the 
32nd General Assembly of OAS, which was held in Bridgetown, Barbados in 2006. Its basis was 
set out in a submission by the Barbados delegation which suggested that there is "an inextricable 
link between economic disenfranchisement, poverty, conflict, apathy and (the) disillusionment of 
our citizens" the Declaration of Bridgetown 2006 adopted by the Meeting, officially endorsed the 
multi-dimensional approach. It agreed that security of the hemisphere encompasses political, 
economic, social, health and environmental factors. 
 
Multi-dimensional security for us in CARICOM has evolved to encompass extreme poverty and 
social exclusion of broad sectors of the population, natural and man-made disasters, HIV/AIDS 
and other health risks and climate change in all its manifestations. Inherent in all these challenges 
is the risk of social instability which in turn provides a platform for security concerns. This has 
also become an important feature of the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative between CARICOM 
and the USA that has recently been established with an earmarked budget of approximately US 
S109M.  
 
Second, the need for international cooperation is another fundamental policy position.  Here, I 
am guided by  West Indian Commission which in presenting the vision of regional security in 
their 1992 report, Time for Action, called for  active  promotion of a system of international 
security that no longer holds the Region hostage to the vulnerability of smallness or jeopardizes 
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its development through the need for major military expenditure. The Report of the CARICOM 
Task Force on Crime and Security (2002) reinforced this view by recommending   a viable 
regional security mechanism allied to a wider Caribbean approach to establish comprehensive 
strategic partnerships with extra-regional forces as a deliberate regional security strategy.  More 
recently CARICOM has made security a fourth pillar of the community to include crime and 
drug prevention, alongside trade and, foreign policy and human and social development    
If comprehensive strategic partnerships are to be developed among states with different social, 
economic and political backgrounds, the roles of international organizations like CICAD and 
UNODC are pivotal. Also critical is the building of partnerships with the UN system through 
UNDP, UNFPA UNICEF, UNESCO, UNAIDS and with WHO/PAHO, the World Bank and the 
EU which have articulated their commitments to multidimensional cooperation. 
 
Capacity Building through training and research  
This is an area that falls specifically within the ambit of this meeting. And in this regard, the 
CARICOM Secretariat has been working assiduously through the CARICOM Technical 
Advisory Committee and the National Drug Committees with the help of CICAD to enhance the 
Region’s capacity. That the focus of the working groups at this meeting is on capacity building 
through research and training is very significant.   
 
I have taken note that the UWI proposal on the table is to introduce drug demand reduction into 
the curricula of not just the faculty of medical sciences, including nursing and public health, but 
also in faculties such as education, social sciences, communication studies and law.   This 
approach is important given the paradigm shift from one that identifies drug use and addiction as 
a purely criminal justice issue  to one which takes into consideration the substantive medical 
research findings indicating that drug addiction is a chronic medical condition and gives 
consideration to alternatives to incarceration and by extension and the establishment of drug 
courts The creative response to this trend is to prepare lawyers, magistrates, defense councils and 
other advocates to function effectively under the new paradigm by building their capacities to 
simultaneously address the medical –psycho-social and human rights components of the issues 
necessary for reducing drug use and addiction. 
   
In this respect, the CARICOM Secretariat in collaboration with the universities and other 
agencies must to move forward with its proposal to develop of a regional human resource 
strategy for crime and security, which would consist of the following five ongoing programs:  
 

i. The establishment of a Caribbean Institute of Security and Law Enforcement Studies 
(CISLES), and  

ii. A proposal by the UWI to establish an Institute of Criminal Justice and Security (ICJS). 
iii. The CARICOM/UNODC proposals for the establishment of centres of excellence 
iv. The advances in cooperation between UNODC and CARICOM in the development of a 

crime prevention programme are a critical step in the change process.   
v. CARICOM Drug Court programme  that was launched in Jamaica in February 2011     

 
Access to information and tertiary education (Knowledge economy, innovation) 
Considering the explosion of knowledge, current trends in learning and acquisition of knowledge 
and changing structure of universities, the challenge of drug addiction requires that the broader 
and deeper issues be incorporated into the mainstream of Universities’ academic and outreach 
programmes as part of rapidly changing knowledge-based society. The current on distance 
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education courses offered by UWI to a cross section of students and practitioners must be 
sustained and requires continued support by developing partners. This must be supplemented by 
the use of the newer information technologies and the social media in additional to the traditional 
mass communications facilities to disseminate knowledge and to foster open ended “on time” 
discussions among the various stakeholders. That these stakeholders include youth and 
adolescents mean plugging into the most attractive media of communications that would grab 
their attention and response to the need for behavior modification and change. Among this 
creative attention grabbing techniques is “virtual reality”.  
 
Virtual Reality an advanced form of animation and edutainment  
This is a technique using the methodology of web based simulation to create responses to 
situations for the participants to stimulate behavior change. This technique is comparable to 
those of animation and edutainment, except that its programmes are computer generated and 
requires emersion on the part of the researches and operators in the operational aspects of 
behavior change techniques. The examples given by experiments at Duke University, virtual 
game help for drug addicts provides a useful experience in the reduction of craving through a 
process that may be identified as virtual meeting reality3. The impact of virtual reality on a wide 
cross section of participants in particular children, adolescents and youth tells much about a 
creative technique to induce behavior change. It is worth the investment to achieve desired 
prevention of drug use and abuse.  
 
Critical dimensions of Change  
If training and research are to make a difference and contribute to fundamental changes in our 
approaches to drugs and drug control, there is need for us focus on two critical dimensions of 
change. 
 
The first, revolves around the issue of whether this is the appropriate time to change our strategy 
and to find new solutions? Are these solutions related to the reduction of illicit drugs as a 
connection between harm reduction and human rights? Or are they related to pursuing the 
same old prohibitionist approach that focuses on interdiction, leading to the infringements 
of human rights?  The answer (with which I agree) is provided by a leading expert in this field: 
 
 “ Reliance on criminal sanctions as a major response to illicit drug use invariably results 
in denial of human rights of the IDU population as drugs remain defined as law enforcement 
rather than a health problem. Poor health outcomes in this population then follow because 
health care and health services are more difficult to provide to a now stigmatised and 
underground population. Promotion of rights is an essential precondition to improving the 
health of individual drug users and improving the public health of the Community”   (Dr Alex 
Wodak) 4  
 
In the second instance, I invite you to consider the findings of a Brookings institution’s study5 
which concluded that intense interdiction and eradication efforts have failed to decrease the 
global supply of drugs and that punitive methods have also had no success in lowering drug use. 

                                                
3 Zach Rosnthal, Virtual Realty Game to help Drug Addicts Recover , School of Pyschiatry, Duke University,   
4 Wodak Alex, 1998 Health HIV Infection, human rights and injecting drug users Health and Human Rights Vol 2 
No4 24-42  1998 
5 Brookings Institute Tackling the global supply of drugs (2008) 
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This sentiment has been echoed by a Commission which met in Mexico (February 2009) headed 
by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former president of Brazil, Ernesto Zedillo former President of 
Mexico and Cesar Gaviria former President of Columbia. They concluded that: “the war on 
drugs is a failed war”; Latin American Governments as well as the US and others must break 
what they say is a policy “taboo”; and there is need to re-examine its antidrug efforts. The recent 
creation of the drug courts in some CARICOM state is therefore a commendable step.  
 
Issues of leadership   and champions for drug prevention 
In the final analysis drug prevent requires champions for change who emerge as leaders at all 
levels of the delivery spectrum. Whether illicit drug use should be considered a crime, a disease, 
a social disorder or some mixture of these is still being debated in many countries The 
Universities and the discussions at this meeting could help to advance the regional strategy 
toward the three ones principle and thereby influence a regional public policy less ambivalent 
about the nature of addiction and the nature of social attitudes toward reflecting with greater 
certainty what causes drug abuse and who is responsible. 
 
If we start with the fact that we are all responsible and that we are all leaders, then we are on our 
way to comprehending that the solution revolves around building and preserving the human 
condition. Modifying the environment, confronting the challenges and grasping the opportunities 
pave the way for creative leadership to transform the responses so that we leave a legacy of 
human rights as the guiding principle of the accelerated response to drug abuse. The Universities 
of this region cannot afford to drop this ball.  
 
The future is in your hands.    
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PRESS COVERAGE 
 
Bahamas 
 
Bahamas News.Net 
 
OAS and CARICOM to Hold Meeting with Caribbean Universities 
on the Drug Phenomenon 
  
March 1, 2011  
 
The Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 
Commission (CICAD), and with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), will inaugurate this 
Wednesday, March 2nd, at 8:30 local time (13:30 GMT) in Kingston, Jamaica, the “CICAD-
CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon.” 
 
Leaders from eight Caribbean universities, accompanied by representatives from governments 
and international organizations, will discuss how to prepare their graduates to tackle the social, 
economic and criminal consequences of the drug problem in the Caribbean, especially in the 
demand reduction field. Furthermore, experts from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Peru, and Caribbean countries will share their knowledge with students from 12 countries of the 
region. 
 
The meeting seeks to elaborate a proposal to raise the role of universities in the Caribbean in 
preparing their professionals to deal with the complexities of drug issues in their fields, as well 
as analyze how to coordinate work across the region through a collaborative arrangement with 
the OAS and CARICOM. 
 
The University of the West Indies and the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) of Jamaica 
will host the event, to conclude Friday the 4th in the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel. The program is 
funded by the governments of the Untied States and Canada, and the European Community. 
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Barbados 
NationNews.Com 
 
Universities tackling drugs 

 

TUE, MARCH 01, 2011  

A three-day conference aimed at discussing the role of Caribbean universities in dealing with the 
complexities of illegal drugs starts in Jamaica tomorrow. 

The Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 
Commission (CICAD), and with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), will host the 
“CICAD-CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon”. 

The organisers said it will be attended by leaders from eight Caribbean universities, governments 
and international organizations, who will discuss how to prepare graduates to tackle the social, 
economic and criminal consequences of the drug problem in the Caribbean, especially in the 
demand reduction field. 

Experts from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, and Caribbean countries will share 
their knowledge with students from 12 countries of the region. 

“The meeting seeks to elaborate a proposal to raise the role of universities in the Caribbean in 
preparing their professionals to deal with the complexities of drug issues in their fields, as well 
as analyze how to coordinate work across the region through a collaborative arrangement with 
the OAS and CARICOM,” the organisers said in a statement. 

The three day event is being hosted by the University of the West Indies (UWI) and the National 
Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) of Jamaica. It is being funded by the United States and Canada, 
as well as the European Community. (CMC) 
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Belize 
 
The Guardian 
 
UB partners with OAS, CARICOM & Caribbean Universities in the 
war on drugs       
 
Written by Administrator      
Thursday, 10 March 2011 
 
The University of Belize (UB) along with eight Caribbean universities met with the Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) Secretariat of Multidimensional Security 
of the Organisation of American States (OAS) and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) in 
Kingston, Jamaica to discuss the drug phenomenon on March 2-4, 2011.  
  
At the meeting entitled “CICAD-CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on 
the Drug Phenomenon,” universities presented findings on the existence/extent to which the drug 
phenomenon is addressed in the curricula and activities of Caribbean universities; discussed the 
role of CICAD’s partnership experience in Latin America and the Caribbean; and developed an 
integrated proposal to mainstream drug issues across faculties in each participating university.  
 
The University of Belize delegation presented an integrated proposal which reflects an integrated 
approach to involve the entire UB community namely faculty, staff and students into the Drug 
Demand Reduction (DDR) plan, with specific focus for the first 12-months’ phase incorporating 
the drug phenomenon in the curricula across UB’s four faculties and relevant offices.  
 
The proposed plan seeks to provide the UB community with knowledge and relevant materials 
for DDR activities in particular education/advocacy, outreach and research activities within the 
university and the wider society following the first phase. 
 
Other participating universities from the region included Barbados, Jamaica, The Bahamas, 
Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname, Guyana as well as universities from Latin America 
including Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Peru. The Regional Meeting with 
Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon was funded by the governments of the United 
States of America, Canada, and the European Community. 
  
UB’s participation in this meeting was fully sponsored by the organizers, namely the 
Multidimensional Security of the Organization of American States (OAS), in collaboration with 
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat, the University of the West Indies (UWI), 
and the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA), Government of Jamaica. 
 
The UB delegation included Dr. Abigail McKay, Dean, Faculty of Nursing, Allied Health and 
Social Work (FNAHSW) Dr. Jean Perriott, Associate Professor, Faculty of Management and 
Social Sciences (FMSS) Ms. Silvanna Udz, Lecturer, Faculty of Education and Arts (FEA), Mr. 
Fermin Olivera, Lecturer, FNAHSW, and Mr. Selwyn King, Office of the President.  
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Jamaica 
 
Go-Jamaica 
 
Drug conference to be held in Jamaica 
 
2011-03-01  
 
CMC - The Organisation of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Drug Abuse 
Control Commission (CICAD), and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), will host a three-
day conference in Jamaica on “the Drug Phenomenon”.  
 
The conference which begins on Wednesday, is aimed at discussing the role of Caribbean 
universities in dealing with the complexities of illegal drugs.  
 
The regional meeting will be attended by leaders from eight Caribbean universities, governments 
and international organisations, who will discuss how to prepare graduates to tackle the social, 
economic and criminal consequences of the drug problem in the Caribbean, especially in the 
demand reduction field.  
 
Experts from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, and Caribbean countries will share 
their knowledge with students from 12 countries of the region.  
 
The programme is being funded by the United States and Canada, as well as the European 
Community. 
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Caribbean News Now 
 
OAS and CARICOM to hold meeting with Caribbean universities 
on drug phenomenon 
  
March 2, 2011 
 
KINGSTON, Jamaica -- The Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and with the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), will on Wednesday inaugurate in Kingston, Jamaica, the “CICAD-CARICOM 
Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon.” 
 
Leaders from eight Caribbean universities, accompanied by representatives from governments 
and international organizations, will discuss how to prepare their graduates to tackle the social, 
economic and criminal consequences of the drug problem in the Caribbean, especially in the 
demand reduction field.  
 
Furthermore, experts from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, and Caribbean 
countries will share their knowledge with students from 12 countries of the region. 
 
The meeting seeks to elaborate a proposal to raise the role of universities in the Caribbean in 
preparing their professionals to deal with the complexities of drug issues in their fields, as well 
as analyze how to coordinate work across the region through a collaborative arrangement with 
the OAS and CARICOM. 
 
The University of the West Indies and the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) of Jamaica 
will host the event, to conclude on Friday. The program is funded by the governments of the 
United States and Canada, and the European Community. 
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Jamaica Information Service 
 
Reps. from region explore solutions for drug phenomenon  
 
Thursday, 03 March 2011  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Programme Manager, Sustainable Development, Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
Secretariat, Beverly Reynolds (2nd left), engages in light conversation with (from left): Senior 
Advisor, Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA), Professor Edward Greene; Lecturer and 
Psychiatrist, University of the West Indies (UWI), Mona Campus, Dr. Winston De La Haye; and 
Officer in Charge, Directorate of Human and Social Development, CARICOM Secretariat, 
Myrna Bernard. 
 
 
Over 30 representatives from North, Central and South America, and the Caribbean, including 
Jamaica, are in the island for a three-day meeting to discuss and explore solutions for the drug 
phenomenon in the region. 
 
The high level meeting, which opened on Wednesday (March 2) at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, 
New Kingston, and lasts until Friday (March 4), has been convened by the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM), in collaboration with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Commission 
(CICAD) of the Organisation of American States (OAS) Multi-national Security Secretariat. 
 
Both groups have partnered with the University of the West Indies (UWI) and the National 
Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) to host the meeting, which is designed to share findings on the 
existence of, and the extent to which the drug phenomenon is addressed in the curricula and 
activities of Caribbean universities. 
 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, Director of Mental Health and Substance Abuse in the 
Ministry of Health, Dr. Maureen Irons-Morgan, alluded to a project entitled: ‘CICAD/University 
Partnership Project’, which CICAD commenced implementing in collaboration with Latin 
American universities since 1997, which focuses on education, outreach and research, among 
other activities, as regard drug demand reduction and substance abuse control. 
 
She said the CICAD/CARICOM regional meeting with Caribbean universities has been 
organised with the objective of developing a similar project in the region. 
 



 40 

Expounding on the three key focus areas, Dr. Irons-Morgan said the educational component is 
expected to entail incorporation of relevant information about drugs in the undergraduate and 
post-graduate curricula of different academic areas, faculty development and monitoring 
evaluation systems. 
 
The outreach component, she said, will involve development of health promotion and drug abuse 
prevention activities at the community level, while the “very important” research component will 
facilitate the implementation of studies on drug related issues, according to the priority of each 
participating country. 
 
“The Ministry of Health recognises the importance of integrating these issues related to 
substance prevention into the academic development of our university students. It is, in fact, 
these students who will become our leaders, movers, policy makers and practitioners at different 
levels all across the Caribbean. The Ministry wholeheartedly welcomes and supports this 
initiative of CICAD, the University of West Indies, other universities, and the NCDA, and 
pledge to give the necessary support to facilitate this process,” she assured. 
 
Programme Manager for CARICOM’s Sustainable Development Secretariat, Beverly Reynolds, 
who also spoke, said that the need to build specialised capacity in the area of drug demand 
reduction, was recognised from as far back as 2002 when the regional drug demand reduction 
strategy was developed. The strategy, she said, was presented to the regional Health Ministers at 
the Council for Human and Social Development (COHSAD). 
 
“We are pleased to be associated with this move, which has been spearheaded by CICAD. Over 
the next three days it will be intense. But I believe it is going to be rewarding,” Ms. Reynolds 
said. 
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Caribbean 360 

Creative ways to fight drug abuse needed 

 
 
Former Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Assistant Secretary-General, Dr Edward Greene, 
asserted that there was need to explore options for creative approaches to achieving an 
accelerated approach to drug abuse.  

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Friday March 4, 2011 - Former Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
Assistant Secretary-General, Dr Edward Greene, has told a conference of leaders from eight 
Caribbean universities of the need to change and to adopt a more creative response to the 
problem of drug abuse. 

Dr Greene, who was giving the keynote address at the conference that was organized  by the 
Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Secretariat of 
Multidimensional Security of the Organization of American States (OAS), in tandem with the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat, outlined several challenges in fighting drug 
abuse, suggested some solutions to those challenges and stressed the need to be creative in 
designing, implementing and sustaining viable programmes and policies to respond to the drug 
phenomenon.  

Dr Greene, who is also the Advisor to the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA), noted 
that the critical challenges being faced by Caribbean governments related to the alarming high 
rates of crime and violence in the region which could be dotted back to drug trafficking.  

This drug trade, he said, drove crime in a number of ways, chief of which are: violence tied to 
trafficking, normalizing illegal behavior, diverting criminal justice resources from other 
activities, provoking property crime, contributing to wide spread availability of firearms, 
undermining and corrupting societal institutions and of critical importance, exacerbating youth 
violence as one of the most immediate policy concerns. 

Coupled with those, he said, were the problems incurred by drug addiction that was a threat to 
development.  
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In suggesting some solutions, the keynote speaker asserted that drug abuse was a human rights 
issue and as such a "human rights approach" to addressing the problem should be adopted.  

"Our response could be more effective if we integrate human rights principles and obligations 
into prevention and treatment of drug offenders,” Dr Greene recommended. 

In addition to this, he pointed to the need for advocacy and for adopting a multi-sectoral 
approach to treating with the problem; and stressed that functional cooperation must be adopted 
if there were to be any in-roads made in fighting drug abuse. Another way to overcome those 
challenges, Dr Greene proffered, was to consider within the regional strategy on drug demand 
reduction a sub-component that dealt with drug abuse prevention and to ensure that the strategy 
was embedded in the priorities of the Council for Human and social Development. 

He also asserted that there was need to explore options for creative approaches to achieving an 
accelerated approach to drug abuse, especially in light of scarce resources.  

“In the final analysis,” Dr Greene said, “drug prevention requires champions for change who 
emerge as leaders at all levels of the delivery spectrum.” 

“If we start with the fact that we are all responsible (and indeed that we are all leaders in this 
venture) then we are on our way to comprehending that the solution revolves around building 
and preserving the human condition and facilitating the sustainability of the human rights 
approach to drug abuse. The future demands it. The youth of the region for whom we need to 
change the environment and to overcome the challenges require that we invest now in creative 
endeavours to prevent drug abuse,” he concluded. 

The three-day conference provides an opportunity for some of the key players at the higher 
education level to examine and clarify roles of the sector and plan concrete initiatives to address 
the execution of those roles.  

It is anticipated that when the conference ends today, there would be a buy-in from the eight 
universities to introduce content on drug abuse into their undergraduate and graduate curricula 
and to undertake research activities which focus on drug abuse issues. 

Each university is also expected to develop and submit to the OAS for funding, a draft integrated 
proposal on how they would mainstream drug demand issues across faculties. 
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Trinidad and Tobago 
 
Trinidad Times 
 
OAS and CARICOM to Hold Meeting with Caribbean Universities 
on the Drug Phenomenon 
  
March 1, 2011  
 
The Organization of American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 
Commission (CICAD), and with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), will inaugurate this 
Wednesday, March 2nd, at 8:30 local time (13:30 GMT) in Kingston, Jamaica, the “CICAD-
CARICOM Regional Meeting with Caribbean Universities on the Drug Phenomenon.” 
 
Leaders from eight Caribbean universities, accompanied by representatives from governments 
and international organizations, will discuss how to prepare their graduates to tackle the social, 
economic and criminal consequences of the drug problem in the Caribbean, especially in the 
demand reduction field. Furthermore, experts from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, 
Peru, and Caribbean countries will share their knowledge with students from 12 countries of the 
region. 
 
The meeting seeks to elaborate a proposal to raise the role of universities in the Caribbean in 
preparing their professionals to deal with the complexities of drug issues in their fields, as well 
as analyze how to coordinate work across the region through a collaborative arrangement with 
the OAS and CARICOM. 
 
The University of the West Indies and the National Council on Drug Abuse (NCDA) of Jamaica 
will host the event, to conclude Friday the 4th in the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel. The program is 
funded by the governments of the Untied States and Canada, and the European Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 44 

CARICOM  
 
CARICOM-CICAD TO ENGAGE REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES 
ON DRUG ABUSE ISSUES 
March 2, 2011  
 
(CARICOM Secretariat, Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, Guyana) More than ninety 
representatives including vice chancellors of universities of the Caribbean region will be 
participating in a high level three-day conference on the drug phenomenon in the Caribbean, on 
Wednesday 2 March 201. Set for Le Meridien Pegasus Hotel in Kingston, Jamaica, the 
conference has been organised by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 
(CICAD) of the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security of the Organization of American States 
(OAS), in collaboration with the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat and is funded 
by the Government of Canada, the European Union and the United States of America. The three-
day conference is being convened to share findings on the existence of, and extent to which the 
drug phenomenon is addressed in the curricula and activities of Caribbean universities.  
 
In what promises to be three days of intense deliberations, the Meeting will examine the role of 
the National Drug Commission in the design of a National University Drug Plan, and will review 
a best practice from the Dominican Republic in this regard.  
 
CICAD will also share with vice chancellors and other key actors of universities within the 
Caribbean, the CICAD – University partnership experience in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Since 2006, CICAD has been working with universities, including the University of the West 
Indies (UWI) , to set up on-line programmes on drug abuse prevention and treatment in the 
Caribbean.  
 
One of the major outcomes of this meeting is that each university present at the conference will 
be expected to develop a proposal to mainstream drug demand issues across faculties. The 
Organisation of American States (OAS) through CICAD has been working with CARICOM to 
build the region’s capacity to curb substance abuse and its social consequences in the Caribbean. 
Only two weeks ago they partnered in a four-day intervention to train judges from the 
Community to establish and strengthen Drug Treatment Courts (DTS) in the Region.  
 
For this and other such training interventions and conferences they have received the full support 
of the Jamaican government through its ministries of Health and Justice; and in this instance 
University of the West Indies and the National Council on Drug Abuse.  
 
The start of the conference will be signalled by an opening ceremony on Wednesday morning 
that will be addressed by a slate of speakers including Keynote Speaker: CARICOM’s former 
Assistant Secretary-General, Human and Social Development, Dr Edward Greene; Amb. James 
Mack, Executive Secretary, CICAD /OAS; Ms Myrna Bernard, Officer in Charge of Human and 
Social Development, CARICOM Secretariat; Prof. Nigel Harris, Vice Chancellor, the University 
of the West Indies, Mona Campus; Dr. Maureen Ions-Morgan, Director of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse, Ministry of Health, Jamaica and Dr. Winston De La Haye, Lecturer and 
Consultant Psychiatrist, University of the West Indies, Mona Campus. 
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EDUCATION MUST DRIVE SOLUTIONS TO THE REGION'S 
DRUG PROBLEM - MYRNA BERNARD 
  
March 3, 2011  
 
(CARICOM Secretariat, Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, Guyana) “In our regional context 
where health and social-care services might not be adequately geared or oriented toward 
provision of appropriate demand reduction activities, education programmes within schools and 
institutions must be the mainstay of drug demand reduction.”  
This is the word of Ms Myrna Bernard, Officer in Charge of the Directorate of Human and 
Social Development in the CARICOM Secretariat, as she addressed the CICAD-CARICOM 
Conference on the drug phenomenon in Kingston, Jamaica on Wednesday.  
 
The three-day conference was organized to secure buy-in from eight Caribbean universities to 
mainstreaming content on drug abuse in their undergraduate and graduate programmes across 
faculties.  
 
Ms Bernard noted that CARICOM had long since been emphasizing the important role that 
education played in combating drug use.  
 
“Our meeting here today provides an opportunity for some of the major actors in our tertiary 
education system to examine and clarify roles of the sector and plan concrete initiatives to 
address the execution of that role,” she noted.  
 
However, she pointed out that the main target for drug demand reduction programmes was the 
cadre of young people both in and out of school. Therefore, she was of the opinion that although 
the meeting focused on higher education it was imperative for the development partners to 
recognize and include other tertiary level institutions such as community colleges and teacher 
training colleges which together influenced a large number of students in the Region.  
 
Ms Bernard explained that CARICOM had incorporated drug prevention education into 
programmes for the promotion of healthy lifestyles, particularly in the regional Health and 
Family Life Education (HFLE) programme, which was later reviewed and strengthened in the 
area of mainstreaming drug demand issues.  
 
She added that CARICOM had made significant strides in attempting to meet the challenge of 
the shortage of human resources in the specific area of drug demand reduction within the region. 
This, she stated, was done through discrete training programmes and workshops addressing 
specific elements related to reducing the demand for drugs or drug addiction. It also included 
capacity building for national drug councils facilitated by the 9th EDF programme.  
 
She pointed to the Community’s functional cooperation approach to treating with regional issues 
as the most effective means of dealing with the drug phenomenon, stressing that addressing the 
drug phenomenon required “planning and action within the logic of an inter-sectoral approach to 
the issues.”  
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“The CARICOM Secretariat remains committed to working with the tertiary education and other 
sectors to ensure coordination and coherence among the various regional initiatives aimed at 
addressing the Drug phenomenon,” she concluded.  
 
The partners involved in the Conference are the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control 
Commission (CICAD) of the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security of the Organization of 
American States (OAS), the Government of Canada, the European Union, and the United States 
of America, the Government of Jamaica through the National Council on Drug Abuse and the 
University of the West Indies.  
 
At the end of the conference, it is expected that there would be a buy-in from the eight 
universities to introduce content on drug abuse into their undergraduate and graduate curricula 
and to undertake research activities which focus on drug abuse issues. The OAS has also 
committed to providing technical and financial support for proposals developed by these 
universities.  
 
 
FIND CREATIVE WAYS TO FIGHT DRUG ABUSE - DR. EDWARD 
GREENE 
  
March 3, 2011 
  
(CARICOM Secretariat, Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, Guyana) Former CARICOM Assistant 
Secretary-General, Dr Edward Greene, on Wednesday, told a conference of leaders from eight 
Caribbean universities of the need to change and to adopt a more creative response to the 
problem of drug abuse.  
The conference which is now in its second day at Le Meridien Pegasus, Kingston, Jamaica, was 
organized by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the Secretariat of 
Multidimensional Security of the Organization of American States (OAS), in tandem with the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat. It is funded by the Government of Canada, the 
European Union and the United States of America. The University of the West Indies and 
Jamaica’s National Council on Drug Abuse are also key support partners in this conference.  
 
In applauding the organizers for their contribution to development, Dr Greene who was giving 
the keynote address, outlined several challenges in fighting drug abuse, suggested some solutions 
to those challenges and stressed the need to be creative in designing, implementing and 
sustaining viable programmes and policies to respond to the drug phenomenon. The keynote 
speaker, who is also the Advisor to the Caribbean Public Health Agency (CARPHA), noted that 
the critical challenges being faced by Caribbean governments related to the alarming high rates 
of crime and violence in the region which could be dotted back to drug trafficking. T his drug 
trade, he stated, drove crime in a number of ways, chief of which were the violence tied to 
trafficking, normalizing illegal behavior, diverting criminal justice resources from other 
activities, provoking property crime, contributing to wide spread availability of firearms, 
undermining and corrupting societal institutions and of critical importance, exacerbating youth 
violence as one of the most immediate policy concerns.  
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Coupled with those, he said were the problems incurred by drug addiction that was a threat to 
development. In suggesting some solutions, the keynote speaker asserted that drug abuse was a 
human rights issue and as such a ‘human rights approach’ to addressing the problem should be 
adopted. In this regard, “our response could be more effective if we integrate human rights 
principles and obligations into prevention and treatment of drug offenders,” Dr Greene 
recommended.  
 
In addition to this, he pointed to the need for advocacy and for adopting a multi-sectoral 
approach to treating with the problem; and stressed that functional cooperation must be adopted 
if there were to be any in-roads made in fighting drug abuse. Another way to overcome those 
challenges, Dr Greene proffered, was to consider within the regional strategy on drug demand 
reduction a sub-component that dealt with drug abuse prevention and to ensure that the strategy 
was embedded in the priorities of the Council for Human and Social Development.  
 
Dr Greene also asserted that there was need to explore options for creative approaches to 
achieving an accelerated approach to drug abuse, especially in light of scarce resources. He 
challenged the conference to find ways to enhance collaboration in program delivery and 
research; promote regional programs with national impact; engage in training and research 
especially at the tertiary levels and incorporate information and communication technologies into 
the solutions. “In the final analysis,” Dr Greene said, “drug prevention requires champions for 
change who emerge as leaders at all levels of the delivery spectrum.”  
 
“If we start with the fact that we are all responsible (and indeed that we are all leaders in this 
venture) then we are on our way to comprehending that the solution revolves around building 
and preserving the human condition and facilitating the sustainability of the human rights 
approach to drug abuse. The future demands it. The youth of the region for whom we need to 
change the environment and to overcome the challenges require that we invest now in creative 
endeavours to prevent drug abuse,” he concluded.  
 
The three-day conference provides an opportunity for some of the key players at the higher 
education level to examine and clarify roles of the sector and plan concrete initiatives to address 
the execution of those roles. It is anticipated that when the conference ends on Friday, there 
would be a buy-in from the eight universities to introduce content on drug abuse into their 
undergraduate and graduate curricula and to undertake research activities which focus on drug 
abuse issues.  
 
Each university is also expected to develop and submit to the OAS for funding, a draft integrated 
proposal on how they would mainstream drug demand issues across faculties. 
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