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I. SURVEY ON DRUG USE AMONG ADULT PRISONERS 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
CICAD’S Inter-American Observatory on Drugs (OID) has established an epidemiological 
research network to help the member states produce up-to-date, reliable, and comparable 
information and data on the demand and supply of psychoactive substances. It seeks to 
provide a comprehensive perspective of the phenomenon and the impact of drugs in the 
Americas, and support the development of policies to cope with the drug problem. 
 
The OID works with National Drug Observatories (NDO) of the National Drug Agencies 
through the Inter-American Uniform Drug Use Data System (SIDUC) and the Uniform 
Drug Supply Control Statistical System (CICDAT). Both systems support the Multilateral 
Evaluation Mechanism (MEM). SIDUC develops, records, gathers, stores, and organizes 
data on drug demand, while CICDAT does the same with respect to drug supply. The MEM 
evaluates the governments’ response to the data provided. Each of these observation and 
response systems uses specific methodologies to make consistent and compatible 
recommendations. 
 
Consequently, an NDO’s purpose is to: 
 

- Gather existing data concerning drugs 
- Generate new information 
- Organize and analyze the available data, and 
- Disseminate the information appropriately. 

 
Inter-American Uniform Drug Use Data System of CICAD - SIDUC 
 
SIDUC is a methodology that examines the demand for drugs in order to collect data, build 
explanatory concepts, and offer a response to the psychoactive substances use problem. It 
has the following objectives:  
 

1. To obtain cross-cutting information that reflects some characteristics of drug users 
in specific groups  

 
The problem here is how to get data with a known and acceptable margin of error on the 
characteristics of a group in one country, with the same characteristics measured in another 
country. The techniques involved in solving this sort of problem will permit drawing 
inferences about a population of which only a part is studied.  
 

2. To obtain longitudinal data to show the changes in the characteristics of users in 
these same groups over time. 
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If in addition to the cross-cutting, contemporaneous perspective there is to be a longitudinal 
or diachronic perspective (the behavior of a variable over time) so a country can compare 
measurements of the same variable through time, it must be done with the same instrument 
applied to the same population. That is the only way to establish the trend.1 Repetition of a 
measurement to make comparisons requires a specific methodology.  
 

3. Building explanatory models 
 

Building explanatory models is the process that seeks to identify the mechanism that 
generates the data collected by the observation instruments. It is the progressive 
construction of the causal structure of the phenomenon, a map that can point up the points 
where minimal energy could produce the most important systemic changes.  
 
To achieve its objectives, the OID has developed a set of standardized indicators that 
permit observing specific characteristics of drug demand and supply. By focusing on drugs 
as a system of intertwined interactions, these indicators were established to provide 
information on the general behavior of the system. The methodology is actually analytical, 
because it measures certain system characteristics separately. It is therefore necessary to 
make an effort to bring together those characteristics in the interactions, where they change 
and link drug supply and demand. For example, SIDUC may record an increase in the 
prevalence of cocaine use and ask if that is due to a change in the national use pattern. But 
CICDAT could report that interdiction actions of cocaine paste base have increased, 
removing the drugs from the market and forcing users to turn to cocaine. For now, 
integration of the indicators for drug supply and demand remains a challenge for the OID 
and the NDOs.  
 
2. OBJECTIVES 
 
This research is part of the program of periodic surveys described in the introduction for the 
implementation of a Uniform Drug Use Data System in the OAS member countries.  
 
It seeks to know the magnitude and characteristics of licit and illicit drug use in each 
country, with the following objectives:  

General Objectives  
 
• To determine the prevalence of psychoactive substance abuse among charged or 

convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 18 years old. 
 

                                                
1. “Trend” means the behavior of a variable over time. This behavior may show different patterns: stability, 
growth, decline, cyclical, brusque changes, irregularity, etc. The study of these behaviors is complex, and the 
more measurements over time, the more reliable the conclusions will be.  
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• To analyze the link between criminal behavior and psychoactive substance use from the 
perception of charged or convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 
18 years old. 

 
• To identify the treatment needs of psychoactive substance users among charged or 

convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 18 years old. 

Specific Objectives  
 
• To determine the socio-demographic profile of charged and convicted adult inmates in 

the prison systems of the Americas. 
 
• To establish the pattern of psychoactive substance use in the personal background of 

each prisoner studied, specifying each substance used.  
 
• To identify the types of crimes that are usually connected with psychoactive substance 

use, based on the criminal record of the prison population under study. 
 
• To determine the link between criminal behavior and drug use in the Americas, based 

on the characteristics of the target population.  
 
• To establish the impact of drug use on treatment needs in the various individual and 

family settings for the prison population studied.  
 
• To develop strategies for better management of the psychoactive substance use problem 

in the prisons of the Americas and in the high-risk groups, from the perspective of 
crime and violence.  

 
 
II. METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 
 
The following methodological framework has been designed to analyze the link between 
psychoactive substance use and criminal acts in the charged or convicted prisoners, and to 
find answers to the questions posed in this study.  
 
Insofar as possible, the survey (or at least the analysis of the data and results), should be 
done by an outside research institute, preferably linked to the academic community.  

 
2.1. Type of study 
 
The work is a cross-cutting, descriptive survey using proportional stratified random 
sampling.  
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To develop the sampling framework, a random sample will be selected of the prisons in the 
entire country. Then, based on each prison’s total population, a sample of inmates to be 
interviewed will be selected by gender and/or type of crime, depending on the main 
objectives of the country where the study is being done. This will make it possible to 
generalize the results for the country’s prison population.  
 
Few OAS member states have conducted studies on the entire charged or convicted prison 
population. Although they have applied some of the basic concepts in this study for similar 
purposes, the diagnostic and exploratory survey proposed here is designed to help identify 
the relationship or connection between criminal behavior and drugs.  
 
2.2. Population and sample 
 
The target population is all men and women aged 18 or over who are incarcerated in the 
penitentiary system facilities of countries in the Hemisphere, who have been charged with 
or convicted of various criminal acts.  
 
The survey will use a sample representative of the national level, whose primary units will 
be the detention centers. Within them, there will be proportional participation of the various 
groups to be analyzed, using the total specific population for calculation of the subsamples. 
A 10% oversample (number in addition to the given sample) should be selected to allow for 
possible losses from refusal or other contingencies.  
 
Each respondent will be selected randomly until the quota for the prison, target group, and 
gender is met. Replacement of non-responding interviewees should also be done randomly 
until the quota is satisfied, duly noting the number who decline to be interviewed.  
 
In the universe of inmates it is possible to identify the following groups, some of which are 
core, which must be included in any survey, and others optional, which will be considered 
in the research of those countries that decide to do so, depending on their technological and 
data platform capacity: 
 
Accused or indicted: Those persons who have been accused of a crime and who are 
awaiting trial in the judicial investigative proceeding. There are two options:  
 
a) Incarcerated: Those who are confined in some prison facility. This is a core group.  
b) Not incarcerated: Those subject to precautionary or alternative measures. This is an 

optional group.  
 
Convicted or sentenced: Those persons who have been tried and convicted according to 
due process and are serving a sentence.  
 
a) Incarcerated: Those persons who are confined full-time to the prison. This is a core 

group. 
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b) Partially incarcerated: Those persons who are partially linked to the prison, including 

those who are detained part-time and are permitted to leave for work or family-related 
activities. This is a core group. 

 
This situation may occur because the individual is in:  

 
i- Trusty status, or, 
ii- Day parole.  

 
c) Open: Those persons who are on guided or conditional parole. This is an optional 

group. 
 
Random sampling (probably stratified) should be used for each prison population group 
and for each institution or prison, and by gender if the country so desires.  
 
In any case, it is important to note that each country should have a professional statistician 
advising on the process, who will work with those responsible for the survey to establish 
the best method of defining the sample in accordance with the country’s priorities, tailored 
to suit each specific reality. 

 
2.3. Instrument and application procedure  
 
The data collection instrument is a pre-coded questionnaire with mostly closed questions, to 
cover the following areas:  
 

1. Sociodemographic characteristics of the population under study. 
 
2. Legal status of the prisoner. 

 
3. The prisoner’s perception of the main drugs used inside the prison, their 

characteristics, their impact on the prisoners, the link with violence inside and 
outside the prison, and the link with criminal acts.  

 
4. Prevalence of drug use among the prison population and the main consumption 

traits (history of use).  
 
5. Changes in consumption patterns during the inmate’s time in prison.  

 
6. The connection between crimes, drug use, and types of drugs; the criminal record of 

each person in the study. 
 
7. Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s personal and 

family life.  
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8. Percentage of the prison population studied that has a drug use problem and needs 

treatment.  
 
The instrument needs to be designed with a modular structure for clear and precise 
identification of what applies or does not apply to each population studied (charged or 
convicted). In any case, the current crime module is inapplicable to the charged population.  
 
Application of the instrument in the field work should preferably be done by health or 
social science professionals outside the prison systems, previously trained and willing to 
work within the prisons. If this is not possible, the interviewers should be similar personnel 
on the prison staff or from related areas or institutions involved in this subject who are not 
involved in analysis of the data or production of the information.  
 
The visits to each facility should be by prior appointment and with the corresponding 
permission (from higher authorities or the directors of each prison).  
 
After data from the questionnaires has been collected, it needs to be analyzed and entered in 
the respective databases.  
 
It is recommended that the databases be created with the free software Epi Info sponsored 
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of the United States Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS), which can be downloaded from the CDC website 
(www.cdc.gov/epiinfo), or with the DATA ENTRY Statistical Package for Social Sciences 
(SPSS) in Windows, for those countries that have use licenses.  
 
This procedure must provide all internal control mechanisms to ensure the data’s reliability: 
allowing for skipped questions, definition of control ranges, and correction of 
inconsistencies.  
 
Before the survey is conducted there should be a pilot test to ensure that there are no 
problems with language, understanding, culture shocks, or idiosyncrasies that could make it 
difficult to understand the questions. 
 
Data collection must be done in direct face-to-face interviews by personnel whose profile 
has been described above.  
 
2.4. Variables 
 
The study considers the following variables, grouped according to the area of interest, in 
the following manner: 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/epiinfo
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a- Sociodemographic: 
 

1- Sex: biological; male and female. 
2- Age: in years; categorized by group of interest. 
3- Civil or marital status: current (single, married, widow, divorced, common law. For 

each the respondents are asked if they currently have a partner). 
4- Education: highest grade completed; grouped by the standard categories.  
5- Nationality: current, including naturalization status. 
6- Ethnicity: the individual’s phenotype characteristics, determined by racial genetic 

elements passed on by ancestors. 
7- Spirituality: determined by whether the individual believes in a Higher Being. 
8- Religion: the one currently practiced or identified with.  
9- Profession or trade: using the three-digit codes according to the main groups of the 

International Labor Organization (ILO). 
10- Work status prior to conviction: unemployed, full-time employee, part-time 

employee, work in the informal economy, other.  
11- Activity as a prisoner: the main formal activities carried out by the inmate that are 

common to the national penitentiary system. This includes classes, courses, and/or 
work.  

12- Income prior to incarceration: monthly income in local currency, equivalent to U.S. 
dollars (US$). 

13- Income from activity as a prisoner: monthly income earned for the inmate’s work 
related to their being in the national penitentiary system, in local currency, 
equivalent to U.S. dollars (US$). 

14- Children: specify the number, gender, and age of children claimed by the inmate.  
15- Family ties: whether is some contact with the inmate’s family unit.  
16- Family income: income received by the prisoner’s household unit, in local currency, 

equivalent to U.S. dollars (US$). 
 
b- Legal status: 
 
Convicted: 
 

1- Current legal status (recidivism): Is this the first conviction or were there prior 
ones?  

2- Sentenced crime: The offense for which the prisoner was convicted and is serving 
the current prison sentence.  

3- Length of sentence: Number of years in prison ordered for the sentenced crime. 
4- Time served: Amount of time in years and/or months that the prisoner has served of 

the current sentence.  
5- Age of first crime: This refers to the age at which the prisoner committed his/her 

first crime, regardless of whether it had legal or judicial consequences.  
6- Types of crimes previously committed by the prisoner, including those committed 

as a minor, and whether they resulted in confinement in juvenile detention. 
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7- Family history of crime: whether a close family member has a criminal record, 
specifying the family member if so.  

8- Type of crime committed by the family member. 
9- Frequency with which the family member committed the crime(s).  

 
Accused or charged: 
 

1- Current legal status: Is this the first time in prison or were there prior ones? 
2- Time served: Amount of time in years and/or months that the prisoner has been 

confined for the current crime of which he/she is accused. 
3- Age of first crime: This refers to the age at which the prisoner committed his/her 

first crime, regardless of whether it resulted in legal or judicial consequences. 
4- Types of crimes previously committed by the prisoner, including those committed 

as a minor, and whether they resulted in confinement in juvenile detention. 
5- Family history of crime: whether a close family member has a criminal record, 

specifying which family member if so. 
6- Types of crime committed by the family member(s). 
7- Frequency with which the family member(s) committed the crime(s).  

 
 
c- The main drugs used within the prison, according to the prisoner: 
 

1. Main drugs used within the prison: this refers to the three drugs most widely used 
inside the prison, as perceived by the inmate.  

2. Percentage of fellow inmates that use drugs: the number of fellow inmates that use 
drugs in prison, according to the inmate.  

3. Impact of fellow inmates’ drug use: the various ways in which the inmate feels 
personally affected by other inmates’ drug use.  

4. Availability of drugs in prison: ease with which drugs can be obtained in prison, 
according to the prisoner. 

5. Factors encouraging drug use by fellow inmates: this refers to the different 
situations or motives that can cause drug use in prison, according to the prisoner. 

6. The relationship between violence and drug use in prison: the prisoner’s opinon 
about the link between violence and drug use in the prison. 

7. The relationship between drug use and being incarcerated: the prisoner’s opinion 
about the link between drug use and being incarcerated.  

 
d- Prevalence of drug use by the prison population and its main characteristics: 
 

1. Prevalence of drug use by the prison population: percentage of inmates that has 
used drugs of interest, broken down by the principal standard periods: lifetime, past 
year, past month, type of substance used.  

2. Age at first use. 
3. Frequency of use. 
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4. Use factors: the main reasons or motives that the prisoner gives to justify his/her 
drug use.  

5. Persons who induced use: the primary persons who induced the prisoner to use 
drugs.  

6. Drug initiation factors: the main reasons or motives given by the prisoner to justify 
starting drug use.  

7. Problematic consumption: it must be established whether the use patterns based on 
the previous variables constitute harmful or dependent use (according to the 
International Classification of Diseases, tenth version), or drug abuse (according to 
the DSM-IV). 

8. Attitude towards drug cessation: explores the inmate’s need to stop using drugs, 
based on his/her attempts to do so.  

9. Concept of addiction: explores the prisoner’s notion of addiction as a health-illness 
issue.  

10. Family substance abuse history: whether close family members use or have used 
psychoactive substances.  

11. Types of substances used by family members. 
 
e- Changes in use patterns: 
 

1. Use inside the prison: to establish whether the inmate is using drugs in the prison; to 
estimate the current situation, the emphasis is on use in the last year and month.  

2. Initial use inside the prison: persons who started using drugs after their current 
incarceration began.  

3. Age at first use inside the prison: age in years at which the inmate began using 
drugs inside the prison.  

4. Change in the type of substances used: whether the prisoner uses different 
substances than he/she did outside the prison or upon entering it.  

5. Substances to which the prisoner changed from his habitual use to use within the 
prison: establishes the substances that the inmate started to use after entering prison.  

6. Recidivism or relapse into drug use inside the prison: establishes whether an inmate 
who was drug-free resumed use inside the prison.  

7. Factors that influenced recidivism or relapse: the inmate’s opinion of the principal 
factors that influenced recidivism or relapse into drug use.  

8. Ability to control use: whether once the day’s use begins the prisoner can control it 
or has to continue until he/she is fully intoxicated or cannot use any more.  

9. Ability to abstain from use: whether the drug user by himself/herself can voluntarily 
stop using for a while without great effort or without feeling strong physical, 
mental, or psycho-affective effects.  

10. Knowledge about harm: establishes the user’s extent of knowledge about the 
damages generally caused by the psychoactive substances used.  

11. Previous treatment: refers to any prior need for medical or surgical intervention or 
care for mental disorders, as a result of drug use, which indicates the presence of a 
major problem.  
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12. Inpatient treatment for drug-related problems: addresses health-illness issues 
associated with drug use, either for drug use itself (recovery from use), or for related 
complications (complications and/or comorbidity), or both, which indicates a 
serious problem.  

13. Need for treatment: the prisoner’s opinion about getting some type of treatment, 
given his/her current drug use patterns.  

 
f- Relationship between criminal acts and drug use: 
 
Sentenced or convicted: 
 

1. Relationship between the current crime and drug use: if not related, skip to the next 
section.  

 
If there is a relationship: 
 
2. Relationship between the crime and drug use: explore whether the prisoner’s crime 

involved activities related to drug use.  
3. Relationship of the crime committed under the influence of drugs: explore whether 

the crime was committed under the direct and acute influence of psychoactive 
substances, while intoxicated, and which of them.  

4. Hypothetical situation for commission of a crime under the influence of drugs: 
explores the prisoner’s opinion as to whether he/she would have committed the 
crime for which sentenced if not under the influence of drugs. This is also 
applicable to the question about the relationship between the crime and drug use as 
a means for inducing the emotional state and behavior for commission of the crime.  

5. Relationship between the crime and substance use as a means of acquiring the 
courage (state of conduct and behavior) to commit it, and which substances were 
used in each case.  

6. Relationship between the crime and drug procurement: explores whether the 
prisoner’s crime was related to activities to obtain drugs for personal use.  

7. Relationship between the crime and production, sale, and/or trafficking of drugs: 
explores whether the prisoner’s crime was linked to drug production, sale, or 
trafficking. 

8. Relationship between the crime and drug market activities: explores whether the 
crime involved violence related to the drug market (to maintain power over it), such 
as “turf” wars, settling of scores, confrontation between gangs, etc.  

9. Relationship between the crime and acts against each state’s drug laws: money 
laundering, illicit trade in precursors, etc. 

10. Extent of the link between the crime and drugs: the inmate’s opinion about how 
important drugs were in the commission of the crime.  
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Indicted or charged: 
 

1. Relationship between previous crimes and drug use: if there is no relationship, skip 
to the following section.  

 
If there is a relationship: 
 
2. Relationship between the crime and drug use: explore whether the prisoner’s crime 

involved activities related to drug use. 
3. Relationship of the crime committed under the influence of drugs: explore whether 

the crime was committed under the direct and acute influence of psychoactive 
substances, while intoxicated. 

4. Relationship between the crime and substance use as a means of acquiring the 
courage (state of conduct and behavior) to commit it. 

5. Relationship between the crime and drug procurement: explores whether the 
prisoner’s crime was related to activities to obtain drugs for personal use. 

6. Relationship between the crime and production, sale, and/or trafficking of drugs: 
explores whether the prisoner’s crime was linked to drug production, sale, or 
trafficking. 

7. Relationship between the crime and drug market activities: explores whether the 
crime involved violence related to the drug market (to maintain power over it), such 
as “turf” wars, settling of scores, confrontation between gangs, etc. 

8. Relationship between the crime and acts against each state’s drug laws: money 
laundering, illicit trade in precursors, etc. 

9. Extent of the link between the crime and drugs: the inmate’s opinion about how 
important drugs were in the commission of the crime. 

 
g- Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s personal and 
family life.  
 

1. Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s personal and 
family life: explores the prisoner’s opinion about the extent of impact of the drug-
related crime at a personal level in terms of economic, family, social, mental health, 
physical health, and moral aspects.  

2. Impact of drug use and committing the crime on the prisoner’s family: explores the 
prisoner’s opinion about the extent of impact of the drug-related crime on his/her 
family in terms of economic, family, social, mental health, physical health, and 
moral aspects. 

3. Alternatives for combating problematic drug use: the prisoner’s opinion about the 
various options for solving the problem of drug use in the prison.  
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h- Percentage of the target prison population with drug use problems and their 
treatment needs: 
 
This indicator should be based on each prisoner’s use history, developed taking into 
account dependence as specified in the International Classification of Diseases tenth 
edition, of the World Health Organization (ICD-10), and harmful use (which the Diagnostic 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders of the American Psychiatric Association, now in its 
fourth revised version, DSM IV-R, calls “abuse”). The information is based on data 
collected in questions cp 1 and cpc 8 through cpc 13; how to process the indicator is 
described in the respective part of the Handbook (Appendix N° 4). 
 
 
2.5. Data analysis procedures 
 
The data should be analyzed on the basis of the results obtained for each variable and the 
relationship between them, considering the connections that afford the best alternative for 
responding to the problem posed, according to the defined objectives.  
  
Based on these appropriate statistical procedures, statistical significance tests will be run on 
data for the variable to be considered.  
 
The data will be presented in the respective tables or graphs.  
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IV. GLOSSARY 
 
Definition of terms used 
 
ABSTINENCE: The period during which a person refrains from using substances. It may 
come about as a result of a ‘base’ condition, in other words, whereby the individual has 
never had contact (consumed) or ‘acquired’ the substance of interest or any other substance, 
which means that once the person has consumed the substance of interest, afterwards, 
he/she begins a phase of total restraint from use. This phase is also known as remission, 
whether it is temporary full remission or sustained full remission. (American Psychiatric 
Association, 1995) 
 
To be diagnosed as abstinence, there generally must be at least 12 months of total restraint 
from intake for sustained full remission, and from 1 to 12 months for early full remission.  

 
ABUSE: (UNODC, 2003) A term in wide use but of varying meaning. 
 
In international drug control conventions “abuse” [“uso indebido” in Spanish] refers to any 
consumption of a controlled substance no matter how infrequent.  
 
In the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSMIV, American 
Psychiatric Association, 1994), “psychoactive substance abuse” is defined as “a 
maladaptive pattern of substance use leading to clinically significant impairment or distress, 
as manifested by one (or more) of the following within a 12 month period: (1) recurrent 
substance use resulting in a failure to fulfill major role obligations at work, school or home; 
(2) recurrent substance use in situations in which it is physically hazardous; (3) recurrent 
substance-related legal problems; (4) continued substance use despite having persistent or 
recurrent social or interpersonal problems caused or exacerbated by the effects of the 
substance.”  
 
It is a residual category, with dependence taking precedence whenever applicable.  
 
The term “abuse” is sometimes used disapprovingly to refer to any use at all, in particular 
of illicit drugs. Because of its ambiguity, the term is only used in the ICD-10 Classification 
of Mental and Behavioral Disorders: Clinical Descriptions and Diagnostic Guidelines 
(WHO, 1992) for non-dependence-producing substances.  
 
“Harmful” and “hazardous use” are the equivalent terms in WHO usage, although they 
usually relate only to effects on health and not to social consequences.  
 
The term “abuse” is also discouraged by the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention in the 
United States, although the term “substance abuse” remains in wide use and refers 
generally to problems of psychoactive substance use. The term “drug abuse” has also been 
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criticized as being circular when it is used without reference to specific problems arising 
from drug use.  
 
ACCUSED OR INDICTED: A person accused of a criminal act who is in the preparatory 
stage for a trial to determine guilt or innocence depending on the results of due process and 
judicial investigation.  
 
ADDICTION: (UNODC, 2003) One of the oldest and most commonly used terms to 
describe and explain the phenomenon of long-standing drug abuse. In some professional 
circles it has been replaced by the term “drug dependence”.  
 
According to the WHO Lexicon of Alcohol and Drug Terms, “addiction” is defined as: the 
repeated use of a psychoactive substance or substances, to the extent that the user (referred 
to as an addict) is periodically or chronically intoxicated, shows a compulsion to take the 
preferred substance (or substances), has great difficulty in voluntarily ceasing or modifying 
substance use, and exhibits determination to obtain psychoactive substances by almost any 
means. Key indicators of “addiction” have traditionally been thought to be tolerance and 
experience of a withdrawal syndrome, that is, it is often equated with physical dependence.  
 
More recently, some drug researchers have suggested that “compulsion to use drugs” is a 
more central indicator of addiction.  
 
Addiction is otherwise regarded by the self-help or “recovery” movement as a discrete 
disease, a debilitating and progressive disorder rooted in the pharmacological effects of the 
drug for which the only cure is total abstinence.  
 
In the 1960s, WHO recommended that the term “addiction” be abandoned in favor of 
dependence, which can exist in various degrees of severity as opposed to an “all or 
nothing” disease entity.  
 
“Addiction” is not a diagnostic term in the ICD-10, but continues to be very widely 
employed by professionals and the general public alike. 
 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE: Any manufactured or homemade product from the process 
of fermentation or distillation that contains ethyl alcohol, destined for human consumption 
 
ALCOHOLISM: A heterogeneous set of disorders involving the ingestion of ethyl alcohol 
(ethanol) and its connection with various genetic, physiological, and psychosocial factors. It 
begins with use of the substance and continues through harmful use or abuse up to 
becoming alcohol dependent.  
 
CARE COORDINATION: (UNODC, 2003) The process of oversight and practical 
management of patients within a particular treatment and across different treatments over 
time. 
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For a particular patient, care coordination can involve assessment, referral, progress 
monitoring and review activities. In some treatment systems, the care coordinator has some 
degree of authority over the system that pays for the treatment of patients. 
 
CLINICAL-MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS: A set of procedures and activities by medical 
science professionals to determine the status of an individual’s health-disease process.  
 
DEPENDENCY: A set of psychological, behavioral, and cognitive manifestation in which 
the use of drugs or a type of drug achieves maximum priority in the individual’s life, even 
more than any other behavior accorded highest priority in the past. The dependency 
syndrome’s most typical manifestation is desire (often strong and at times insurmountable) 
to ingest psychotropic substances (even when they have been prescribed by a doctor), 
alcohol, or tobacco.  
Relapse into substance use following a period of abstinence leads to a more rapid onset of 
the other characteristics of the syndrome than is the case with non-dependent individuals. 
(WHO, 1995). 

Addiction, drug dependency, drug addiction, in general and in many specific contexts, are 
synonyms of this concept.  
 
DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM: A person whose freedom of movement and or right to 
exercise civil rights is restricted because he or she has been convicted of a crime, and who 
is partially or fully incarcerated.  
 
DETOXIFICATION: A treatment process to restore the transient state following the 
ingestion or assimilation of psychotropic substances, aimed at the stabilization and recovery 
of modifications to the level of consciousness, cognition, perception, emotional state, 
behavior, or other functions and physiological or psychological responses, which led to 
intoxication from the psychoactive substances.  
 
EX-CONSUMER: An individual who actively used drugs, regardless of type or intensity, 
who has totally abstained for12 months or longer. (WHO, 1995; APA, 1995) 
 
HARMFUL USE: (UNODC, 2003)  According to the WHO Lexicon of Alcohol and Drug 
Terms, “harmful use” is defined as follows: a pattern of psychoactive substance use that is 
causing damage to the health of the drug user.  
 
The damage may be physical (for example, hepatitis following injection of drugs) or mental 
(for example, depressive episodes secondary to heavy alcohol intake). Harmful use 
generally has adverse social consequences as well. 
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The term was introduced in the ICD-10 and supplanted “nondependent use” as a diagnostic 
term. The closest equivalent in other diagnostic systems (for example, in the DSM-IV) is 
substance abuse, which usually includes social consequences. 
 
MEDICATION: For legal and regulatory purposes, a medication is any substance or 
natural, synthetic, or semi-synthetic product and any type of that substance or product that 
is used for treatment, diagnosis, prevention, or alleviation of illnesses or abnormal physical 
conditions or symptoms thereof, for the restoration or modification of organic functions in 
humans. (Decree # 16567-S, Costa Rica, 1986) 
 
OUTPATIENT CENTER: An establishment for activities and procedures of the 
Outpatient Treatment Modality: Interventions under this treatment modality take place in a 
nonresidential setting, with time in treatment limited to a few hours with low-frequency 
(weekly or every other day). (OAS-CICAD, 2004). 
 
PROBLEMATIC USE OF PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES: Uses that according to 
the diagnostic criteria of the International Classification of Diseases, tenth version, 
constitute harmful use (abuse, according to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, fourth version, DSM-IV), together with those of dependency.  
 
PSYCHOSOCIAL DIAGNOSIS: A set of procedures and activities by social science 
professionals, specifically psychologists and social workers, to determine an individual’s 
mental functioning and personality traits (the psychologists), and micro and macro-
structural social situation (the social workers).  
 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCE OR DRUG: Any substance, for medical or non-
medical purposes, with tropism (action and main effect) through the central nervous 
system, which meets the main selection criteria of the WHO’s Expert Committee on Drug 
Dependence: “evidence that the substance is being or is likely to be abused so as to 
constitute a significant public health and social problem warranting the placing of the 
substance under international control.” (WHO, 2003) 
 
The term “drug” in the context of substance use refers to the potential risk that it may 
become harmful or abusive, or lead to dependency or addiction. It involves the general 
concept of licit or illicit drugs, including any substance introduced into the body that can 
modify how it functions.  
 
RESIDENTIAL CENTER: An establishment for activities and procedures of the 
Residential Treatment Modality: systematic treatment by accredited staff and professionals 
for drug users or those dependent on drugs who can benefit a high-intensity environment on 
a 24-hour basis, following a treatment plan with defined objectives. Such interventions 
include residential-type services; medical, psychiatric, and psychosocial care; control of 
medications; evaluation; treatment; rehabilitation; family-based approaches etc., under the 
control of a team of qualified healthcare professionals. (OAS-CICAD, 2004). 
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RISK BEHAVIOR: In relation to drug use, it is the behavior that puts people at risk of 
suffering harm from drugs. Although the term usually applies to behaviors such as sharing 
of needles or other injection equipment (spoon, water, or tourniquet) and engaging in 
unprotected sex, which expose injection drug users to the danger of infection from blood-
borne viruses such as HIV or hepatitis C, it can apply to any drug and any threat to survival, 
relationships, and health, as well as the threat of criminal sanctions. 
 
SENTENCED OR CONVICTED: A person who has been sentenced as guilty and 
responsible for a criminal act under the respective state’s Penal Code, who must serve the 
sentence handed down.  
 
PENITENTIARY SYSTEM: A set of the state’s political and administrative institutions 
or organizations, and prisons, that incarcerate charged or convicted persons who are 
deprived of freedom on a part-time or full-time basis.  
 
TREATMENT: Drug dependence treatment is a continuum of services, ranging from 
interventions of minimal complexity, for cases where the complications associated with 
drug use are of minimal intensity, to cases requiring the use of advanced technology and 
highly qualified teams to treat drug use and dependence of such severity that positive 
results can only be expected if sophisticated resources are applied to treatment and 
recovery.  
 
The continuum concept refers not only to all phases of the addictive disorder, but also to a 
wide spectrum of available treatment options to be applied according to the individual’s or 
population’s specific needs to obtain the best possible results (CICAD-OAS, 2004). 
 
WORK ACTIVITIES OF PRISONERS: Any activity engaged in by prisoners of the 
National Penitentiary System, whether done inside or outside the prison, grouped into six 
main categories established by the International Labor Organization (ILO):  
  
a) Vocational training 
 
b) Study and academic training 
 
c) A work regime using cooperative or similar formulas 
 
d) Jobs in the facility’s auxiliary services  

 
e) Activities related to handicrafts, intellectual, or artistic pursuits 
 
f) Permanent leadership or organization of activities for the prison population.  
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V. APPENDIXES 
 

The following four basic documents will facilitate implementation of the survey. There are 
separate questionnaires for the sentenced or convicted population and the accused or 
indicted population. The latter is actually quite similar to the one for the sentenced 
population, except that it does not include collection of data on the current offense.  
 
An optional module is included for establishing the problematic use of alcohol and illicit 
drugs, and the need for treatment programs for the prison population.  
 
The final document is a user’s guide for data collection based on the specified variables.  
 
These documents are separate, so that they can be used as desired:  
 
1. Questionnaire for the sentenced or convicted prison population  
 
2. Questionnaire for the accused or charged prison population 
 
3. Optional modules 
 
4. User’s guide for data collection with the questionnaire  
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APPENDIX N° 1 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE SENTENCED OR CONVICTED  

PRISON POPULATION 
 

For office use only 
 
Questionnaire number /__/__/__/                                       Interviewer:     
                                                                                               1. External              /__/ 
                                                                                               2. Institutional       /__/                           

                                                                                        
Hour: /__ /__ /      Day /__/ __/      Month /__/__/ 

 
 
Penitentiary institution /__  / __/                    Scope  ______________________                                               

 
 
 

 
Introduction and Motivation: 

 
(Institution or institutions) _____________________________________ is (are) 
undertaking a survey of the prison population concerning the relationship that exists between 
drug use and crime. The information you provide is extremely valuable in order to achieve 
the aims of this study. IT IS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL and therefore it is not 
necessary to include your name, nor will it have any legal or judicial consequences for you. 
We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
 
SD. Personal characteristics (Sociodemographic) 
 
sd.1 Sex of the interviewee: 
 

 
 1. Male 
 2. Female  

 
sd.2 What is your age, in years? 
 

 
 
 Years 

 
 
sd.3 What is your current civil or marital 
status? 

 
 1. Single without partner  
 2. Single with partner 
 3. Married, cohabiting, with partner 
 4.Separated, divorced, without 

partner  
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 5. Separated, divorced, with partner 
 6. Widowed without partner 
 7. Widowed with partner 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

 
 

 
 
sd.4 What is your level of schooling, 
considering the highest grade completed? 

 
 1. None 
 2. Less than 3 years of primary school 
 3. 3-5 years of primary school 
 4. 6 years of primary school 
 5. 7 years of primary school 
 6. 8 years of primary school 
 7. 1-2 years of secondary school 
 8. 3 years of secondary school 
 9. 4 years of secondary school 
 10. 5 years of secondary school 
 11. 6 years of secondary school 
 12. Some higher education/university 
 13. Degree from higher 

education/university 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

*Must be years of study completed  
 
sd.5 What is your nationality? 

 
Specify: 
              _______________________________ 
 

 
sd.6 Do you belong to any of these native 
or indigenous peoples?  
 
 
       

 
 1.Alacalufes 
 2.Atacameños 
 3.Aymara 
 4.Colla 
 5.Mapuche 
 6.Quechua/Quichua 
 7. Other  

Which? __________________ 
 

 0. Does not belong to any  
 
sd.7 From a spiritual standpoint, do you 
believe in a Higher Being? 
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
 



 

INTER-AMERICAN UNIFORM DRUG USE DATA 
SYSTEM – SIDUC 
OAS/CICAD/OID 

 

Page | 30  
PROTOCOL – Survey on Drug Use by Adult Prisoners 

 
sd.8 With which religion or faith do you 
identify yourself? 
 
 
 

 
 1.Catholic 
 2.Protestant 
 3.Islamic/Muslim 
 4.Jewish 
 5.Agnostic 
 6. Atheist, no religion 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

            
 
sd.9 What is your trade or profession? 
 

 
Specify 
         _________________________________ 
 

 
 
sd. 10 What was your work situation 
before your arrest and conviction? 

 
 1. Worked full time  
 2. Worked part time 
 3. Worked occasionally  
 4. Unemployed, but seeking work 
 5. Student  
 6. Not working or seeking work 
 7. Housewife 
 8. Retired 
 9. Annuitant  
 0. Does not know/does not answer  

 
sd.11 What do you do in prison? 
(Workshop, kitchen, cleaning, education, 
etc.) 
 
Indicate only the activity on which you 
spend most of your time. 

 
                 ______________________________ 
 
 
 
      I__I    None ( Skip to sd.13 ) 
 

 
sd.12 What was your monthly income 
before being imprisoned?  
 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 
 

 
 1. Less than US$200 
 2. Between US$201 and 400 
 3. Between US$401 and 600 
 4. Between US$601 and 800 
 5. Between US$801 and 1000 
 5. Between US$1001 and 1500 
 6. Between US$1501 and 2000 
 7. Between US$2000 and 2500 
 8. Between US$2501 and 3000 
 9. Between US$3001 and 3500 
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 10. Between US$3501 and 4000 
 11. Between US$4001 and 5000 
 12. More than US$5000 
 00. Does not know/does not 

answer  
sd.13 Approximately how much money 
did you earn last month for the activity 
you carried out in the penitentiary 
institution? 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 

  
1. US$ ________________________  
 
 
2. None  
 

 
 
sd. 14 Do you have children? 
 

 
1. Yes  ____        How many?             /__/__/ 
 
                            Sex  ________   Age ______ 
                                    
                                    ________            ______ 
 
                                    ________            ______ 
 
                                    ________            ______ 
 
2. No ____ 
 

 
sd.15 Do you maintain ties with your 
family? 
 

 
1. Yes 
 
2. No  (Skip to d.1 ) 
 
3- No response (NR) (Skip to d.1 ) 
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sd.16 What is your family’s current 
monthly income?  
 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 
 

 
 1. Less than US$200 
 2. Between US$201 and 400 
 3. Between US$401 and 600 
 4. Between US$601 and 800 
 5. Between US$801 and 1000 
 5. Between US$1001 and 1500 
 6. Between US$1501 and 2000 
 7. Between US$2000 and 2500 
 8. Between US$2501 and 3000 
 9. Between US$3001 and 3500 
 10. Between US$3501 and 4000 
 11. Between US$4001 and 5000 
 12. More than US$5000 
 00. Does not know/does not 

answer  
 
 
D. Crime (Refers to the crime for which the current sentence is being served) 
 
 
 
 
d.1 With respect to your being in 
prison, is it:  
 

 
 
     1. Your first time? 
     2. Reoffender?    
 

 
 
d. 2 For what crime are you 
serving the current sentence? 

 
Specify: 
                 
______________________________________ 
 

 
d.3 What is the length of your 
sentence?  
 
Total time you must serve. 
 

. 
 

 
 Years 

 
 

d.4 How much of your sentence 
have you already served? 

         
 
 Years   Months 
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d.5 At what age did you start 
committing crimes? 

                   
 
 Years 

 
 
d.6 Have you previously been 
charged with or convicted of 
other crimes? 
 
 

 
1- Yes 
Which?: 
             _______________________________ 
             _______________________________ 
 
2- No   Skip to d.8 
 

 
d.7 Were you imprisoned for any 
of these crimes in a Youth 
Detention Center, because you 
were a minor? 
 

 
1- Yes        How many times?    /__/__/  times 
 
 
2- No 

 
d.8 Family members who have 
engaged in criminal activity: 
 
You may check more than one 

 
1. Father 
2. Mother 
3. Brother 
4. Uncle 
5. Grandfather 
6. Other      _____________________________ 
7. None 
8. Does not know (DNK), Does not respond 

(DNR) 
 

 
d.9 For which crime were your 
family members charged or 
sentenced? 
 
 

 
 
Specify crime: 
 

1. Father       ___________________________ 
 
2. Mother       ___________________________ 
 
3. Brother       ___________________________ 
 
4. Uncle            ___________________________ 

 
5. Grandfather ___________________________ 
 
6. Other          ___________________________ 
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8. Does not know (DNK), Does not respond 
(DNR) 

 
 
 
d.10 How often has (have) your 
family member(s) committed a 
crime? 
 
 

 
 

1. Never committed a crime 
2. Less than once a year 
3. Once a year 
4. Once a month 
5. Once a week 
6. Every day or almost every day 

 
 
PC. Perception of drug use by fellow inmates (Tell interviewee it is important to 
include alcohol and tobacco among the drugs)  
 
 
pc.1 From your knowledge, what 
are the three drugs most consumed 
by your fellow inmates in prison, 
in order of importance?  
 
 
 

 Most 
important 

Second Third 

1.  Marijuana  
 

  

2. Cocaine  
 

  

3.  Coca 
base/basic/bazuco 

 
 

  

4.  Crack  
 

  

5.  Inhalants 
(glue, paint, 
gasoline, thinner, 
etc.) 

 
 

  

6.  Heroin  
 

  

7. Alcohol  
 

  

8. Tobacco    
9. Stimulant 
medication  
and/or 
tranquilizers 
(without medical 
prescription)  

   

 
10. Other Which? 
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______________ 
 

 
  997 DNK 
  998 DNR 
  999 No information (NI) 

 
pc.2 How many fellow inmates 
have you seen using drugs in 
prison? 

 
1. All 
2. Many 
3. A few 
4. None (Skip to pc.4)     
5- DNK 
6- DNR 
 

 
pc.3 Does the use of drugs by your 
fellow inmates affect you? 
 
 
 

1- Yes, it affects me   
   
 Why? 
____________________________________________ 
 
2- Does not affect me  
3- DNK 
8- DNR 
9- No information 

 
pc.4 To your knowledge, getting 
drugs in prison is:    

 
1. Very easy                         4. Very hard            
2. Easy                                 5- DNK 
3. Hard                                8- DNR 

 
pc.5 Consider whether the 
following situations are possible 
causes that have led your fellow 
inmates to use drugs: 
 

 
 

1- Yes 

 
 

2- NO 

 
 

3- MAYBE 

 
 

4- DNK 

 
 

5- DNR 

 
pc.5.1 Because they already used 
these drugs before entering prison. 

 
 

    

 
pc.5.2  To escape their problems 

     

 
pc.5.3 Family problems or 
difficulties 

     

 
pc.5.4 To calm their nerves 
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pc.5.5 To be able to sleep 

     

 
pc.5.6 Nothing else to do 

     

 
pc.5.7 To feel good 

     

 
pc.5.8 Because they like it 

     

 
pc.5.9 Pressure from workmates or 
classmates 

     

 
pc.5.10 Because drugs give them 
more power 

     

 
pc.5.11 Because drugs increase 
their privileges 

     

 
pc.5.12. For acceptance by their 
fellow inmates 

     

 
 
pc.6 Do you believe that the violence 
that occurs within the prison or 
penitentiary institution is related to 
drug use? 

 
1 No                                6. DNK 
2 Slightly                        7. DNR 
3 Moderately                      
4 Very much so                         
5 Excessively so                        
 

 
pc.7. In your opinion, does being in 
prison make a person use drugs?  

 
1 No                    
2 Slightly                     
3 Moderately                     
4 Very much so                         
5 Excessively so 
6. DNK 
7. DNR 
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CP. Personal Drug Consumption (Remember to tell interviewee it is important to include alcohol and tobacco among the drugs)  
cp.1  Which of the following drugs have you used?:   IF THE PERSON HAS NOT USED ANY DRUG, CHECK OPTION “NO” FOR EACH DRUG AND SKIP TO CP6 

HAVE 
YOU 

EVER 
USED? 

LAST TIME YOU USED  HOW OFTEN DO YOU OR DID YOU USE IT? 

 HAVE YOU 
USED IT 

INSIDE THE 
PRISON? 

DRUG 
 

(1) 
 

Yes 
 

(2) 
 

No 

(1) 
 

In last 
24 

hours 

(2) 
 

In last 
week 

(3) 
 

In last 
30 

days 

(4) 
 

More than a 
month but 
less than 1 

year 

(5) 
 

More 
than 1 
year 
ago 

AGE WHEN 
STARTED 

AMOUNT 
USED EACH 

TIME 

(0) 
Less 
than 

once a 
year 

(1) 
Once  
a year 

(2) 
1 to 11 
times a 

year 

(3) 
1 to 3 

times a 
month 

(4) 
3 times 

per 
week 

(5) 
Every day 
or almost 
every day 

(1) 
 

Yes 
 

(2) 
 

No 

MARIJUANA 

               
  

COCAINE 
               

  

COCA PASTE 
               

  

CRACK 
               

  

INHALANTS 
               

  

HEROIN 
               

  

ALCOHOL 
               

  

TOBACCO 
               

  

MEDICATION 
(no 
prescription) 

               
  

OTHERS 
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cp.2 Why do you or have 
you used drugs? 
 

 
Explain. 
___________________________________________ 

cp. 3 Who got you involved 
in using drugs? 
 
(Note all applicable 
alternatives) 
 

  1.   Started on my own 
  2.   My friend(s) 
  4.   Father 
  8.   Mother 
 16.  Sisters or brothers 
 32   Other family member  Which? ______________________ 
 64   Neighbors 
128. Colleagues 
256  Other ________ 

 
cp.4 Why do you or did you 
use drugs? 

  
    1. Curiosity 
    2. Peer pressure 
    4. To belong to a group 
    8. Family pressure 
  16. To amount to something 
  32. For greater authority or privileges 
  64. It was a way to escape reality 
128. I liked the idea of doing it 
256. I thought it would make me feel good. 
512. Other___________ 
 

 
cp.5 Did you ever try to quit 
using drugs? 
 

 
      1.  Yes     Why? ____________________________ 
 
       2. No 
 

 
cp.6 Do you think that drug 
addiction is a disease? 

 
1.  Yes     Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
_______________ 
 
2.  No  Why not?  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
_______________ 
 
3.  DNK 
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4.  DNR 
 
cp.7 Do you have family 
members who are or have 
been drug users? 
 
You can check more than 
one 

  1- Yes, father 
  2- Yes, mother 
  4- Yes, brother(s)/sister(s) 
  8- Yes, aunt(s)/uncle(s) 
16- Yes, grandfather(s)/grandmother(s) 
32- Other      _____________________________ 
 
64- None    Skip to cpc.1 
88- Does not know (DNK), Does not respond (DNR)  Skip 
to cpc.1 
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cp.8      Which of the following drugs do your family members use or have they used? 
 

 
 
 

FAMILY MEMBER 

 
MARIJUANA 

 
COCAINE 

 
PASTE 

Base/basic/Bazuco 

 
 

CRACK 

 
INHALANTS 

 
HEROIN 

 
ALCOHOL 

 
TOBACCO 

 
MEDICATION 

(without 
prescription) 

OTHERS 
Which?  

_______________ 
_______________ 

 

FATHER 

          

MOTHER 
          

BROTHER/SISTER 
          

GRANDPARENT 
          

UNCLES/AUNTS 
          

OTHER: 
________________ 
 

          

OTHERS 
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CPC. Changes in the consumption pattern: IF THE PERSON HAS NEVER 
USED DRUGS, SKIP TO QUESTION rdd.1 
 
 
cpc.1  Do you or have you used drugs 
inside the prison? 
  

 
1- Yes 
2- No     
3. DNR 

 
 
cpc.2 Did you begin using drugs during 
your time in prison?   
 
Used for the first time ever, 
EXCLUDING ALCOHOL, 
TOBACCO, OR MEDICATION 
 

 
 
1- Yes 
2- No 
3. DNR   

 

 
cpc.3 If you began using drugs in 
prison, at what age did you start?  
 
Age in years 
 

 
 
 
 /__/__/ years 
 
 
 

 
cpc.4 While in prison, did you change 
or have you changed the type of 
substance you normally used outside 
the prison?   
 

 
 
1. Yes 
2. No    Skip to ítem cpc.6 
3. DNR 
 

 
cpc.5 In your opinion, did you change 
the substance you use to: 
 

 
1. CHANGED CONSUMPTION IN 

PRISON 

 
2. DID NOT 
RESPOND 

 
cpc. 5.1 Marijuana 

  

 
cpc. 5.2 Cocaine 

  

 
cpc. 5.3 Cocaine paste 

  

 
cpc. 5.4 Crack 

  

 
cpc. 5.5 Inhalants 
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cpc. 5.6 Heroin 
 

  

cpc. 5.7 Alcohol   
 
cpc. 5.8 Tobacco 

  

 
cpc. 5.9 Medication (without 
prescription) 

  

 
Cpc.5.10 Others 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 

  

 
cpc.6 Did being in prison cause you to 
resume or relapse into drug use?  
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No   
3. DNR 

 
 
cpc.7 According to your experience, 
what factor most influenced you to 
resume or relapse into drug use?  
 

 
Specify: 
 
          ____________________________________________ 

 
cpc 8 Once you start using drugs, do 
you feel an uncontrollable urge to keep 
doing it? 
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNR 
 

 
cpc 9 Can you stop consuming 
drugs for a period of time, without 
making a great effort or without 
feeling bad? 
 

 
1- Yes    How long?  _______________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
2- No 
3- DNK - DNR 

 
cpc 10 Do you know the physical or 
mental damage you can get from drug 
use?  
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
 

 
cpc 11 Have you needed to receive 
medical or any other type of 
professional treatment due to drug-

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
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related physical or mental illness? 
 

 

 
cpc 12 Have you ever been hospitalized 
due to drug use or because you had 
drug-related physical or mental 
complications? 
 

 
1. Yes 
     
    Only for drug use                               _____       
    Only for mental complications          _____    
    For both situations                             _____  
 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
 

 
 
cpc. 13 Do you need treatment 
for your current drug use?  
 

 
1- Yes     
2- No 
3- DNK - DNR 

 
 
RDD. Relationship between crime committed and drugs. 
 
 
rdd1. Did the crime you commit have some connection with 
drugs? 
 

 
1- Yes 
 
2- No   Skip to  ítem 
idd.1 
 
3- DNR 
 

 
rdd.2.  Were you under the influence of some drug when you 
committed the crime for which you are in prison?  
 
Under the influence of a drug or intoxicated  

 
1- Yes   Which? 
Specify 
 
a-________________ 
b_________________ 
c_________________ 
 
2- No Skip to ítem  
rdd 6 
3.-DNR 
 

 
rdd.3 Do you think you would have committed the crime if you 
would not have been under the influence of a drug or intoxicated 

 
1-  Yes 
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(drugged)? 
 

2-  No 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.4 Did you use drugs to strengthen (encourage) you to commit 
the crime for which you are in prison?  
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No Skip to ítem  
rdd 6 
3. DNR   

 
 
rdd.5 Do you think you would have committed the crime if you 
would not have been under the influence of drugs (drugged)? 
 

 
1-  Yes 
 
2-  No 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.6 Was the crime you for which you are currently imprisoned 
linked to activities to acquire drugs for personal use? 
To get drugs for your own use 
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No 
3. DNR   

 
 
rdd.7 Was(were) the victim(s) of your crime under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs? 
 

 
1-  Yes 
 
2-  No 
 
3- No victim 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.8 Was the crime for which you are in prison related to any 
involvement or action by you in drug production, sales and/or 
trafficking? 
 
 
 

 
 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
 

 
rdd.9 Was the crime for which you are currently imprisoned linked to 
your activities to maintain the drug market? 
 
Turf wars between traffickers, settling scores between traffickers, 
confrontation between traffickers and the police. 

 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
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rdd.10 Was the crime for which you are in prison linked to activities 
in violation of the Drug Law?  
 
Money laundering: illicit market of precursors 
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
 

 
rdd.11 In your opinion, is the connection between your crime and 
drugs:    

 
1. Not important                               
2. Slightly 
     important  
3. Moderately  
    important 
4. Important                                  
5. Very important 
6. DNK 
7. DNR 
 

 
  
IDD. Assessment of the effect of the drug-related crime and imprisonment on the 
inmate and the inmate’s family  
 
 
idd.1 To what extent has your drug-
related crime and your time in prison 
affected you in the following ways? 
 

 
1. NOT 

AT 
ALL 

 
2. A 
BIT 

 
3. SOME-

WHAT 

 
4. A 
LOT 

 
5.  

DNK 

 
6.  

DNR 

 
idd.1.1 Economically 
 

      

 
idd.1.2 Family (all the ways in which 
your relationship with your family is 
affected) 
 

      

 
idd.1.3 Socially 
 

      

 
idd.1.4 In your mental health  
 

      

 
idd.1.5 Physical health 
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idd.1.6 Morally  
 
 
 

      

 
idd.2 To what extent has your drug-
related crime and your time in prison 
affected your family in the following 
ways? 

 
1. NOT 

AT 
ALL 

 
2. A 
BIT 

 
3. SOME-

WHAT 

 
4. A 
LOT 

 
5.  

DNK 

 
6.  

DNR 

 
 
idd.2.1 Economically 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.2 Family (all the ways in which 
your relationship with your family is 
affected by your being in prison) 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.3 Socially 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.4 Mental health  
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.5 Their physical health 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.6 Morally  
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idd.3  According to your experience, 
what do you suggest be done to 
improve the problem of drug 
consumption in prison?  
 
 

 
 

Specify: 
           
____________________________________ 
 
           
____________________________________ 
 
           
____________________________________ 
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APPENDIX N° 2 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE ACCUSED OR CHARGED  

PRISON POPULATION 
 

For office use only 
 
Questionnaire number /__/__/__/                                         Interviewer:     
                                                                                               1. External              /__/ 
                                                                                               2. Institutional       /__/                           

                                                                                        
Hour: /__ /__ /      Day /__/ __/      Month /__/__/ 

 
 
Penitentiary institution /__  / __/                    Scope  ______________________                                               

 
 
 

 
Introduction and Motivation: 

 
(Institution or institutions) _____________________________________ is (are) 
undertaking a survey of the prison population concerning the relationship that exists between 
drug use and crime. The information you provide is extremely valuable in order to achieve 
the aims of this study. IT IS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL and therefore it is not 
necessary to include your name, nor will it have any legal or judicial consequences for you, 
now or in the future. We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
 
SD. Personal characteristics (Sociodemographic) 
 
sd.1 Sex of the interviewee: 
 

 
 1. Male 
 2. Female  

 
sd.2 What is your age, in years? 
 

 
 
 Years 

 
 
sd.3 What is your current civil or marital 
status? 

 
 1. Single without partner  
 2. Single with partner 
 3. Married, cohabiting, with partner 
 4.Separated, divorced, without 

partner  
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 5. Separated, divorced, with partner 
 6. Widowed without partner 
 7. Widowed with partner 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

 
 

 
sd.4 What is your level of schooling, 
considering the highest grade completed? 

 
 1. None 
 2. Less than 3 years of primary school 
 3. 3-5 years of primary school 
 4. 6 years of primary school 
 5. 7 years of primary school 
 6. 8 years of primary school 
 7. 1-2 years of secondary school 
 8. 3 years of secondary school 
 9. 4 years of secondary school 
 10. 5 years of secondary school 
 11. 6 years of secondary school 
 12. Some higher education/university 
 13. Degree from higher 

education/university 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

*Must be years of study completed  
 
sd.5 What is your nationality? 

 
Specify: 
              _______________________________ 
 

 
sd.6 Do you belong to any of these native 
or indigenous peoples?  
 
 
       

 
 1.Alacalufes 
 2.Atacameños 
 3.Aymara 
 4.Colla 
 5.Mapuche 
 6.Quechua/Quichua 
 7. Other  

Which? __________________ 
 

 0. Does not belong to any  
 
sd.7 From a spiritual standpoint, do you 
believe in a Higher Being? 
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
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sd.8 With which religion or faith do you 
identify yourself? 
 
 
 

 1.Catholic 
 2.Protestant 
 3.Islamic/Muslim 
 4.Jewish 
 5.Agnostic 
 6. Atheist, no religion 
 0. Does not know/does not answer 

            
 
sd.9 What is your trade or profession? 
 

 
Specify 
         _________________________________ 
 

 
sd. 10 What was your work situation 
before your arrest and conviction? 

 
 1. Worked full time  
 2. Worked part time 
 3. Worked occasionally  
 4. Unemployed, but seeking work 
 5. Student  
 6. Not working or seeking work 
 7. Housewife 
 8. Retired 
 9. Annuitant  
 0. Does not know/does not answer  

 
sd.11 What do you do in prison? 
(Workshop, kitchen, cleaning, education, 
etc.) 
 
Indicate only the activity on which you 
spend most of your time. 

 
                 ______________________________ 
 
 
 
      I__I    None ( Skip to sd.13 ) 
 

 
sd.12 What was your monthly income 
before being imprisoned?  
 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 
 

 
 1. Less than US$200 
 2. Between US$201 and 400 
 3. Between US$401 and 600 
 4. Between US$601 and 800 
 5. Between US$801 and 1000 
 5. Between US$1001 and 1500 
 6. Between US$1501 and 2000 
 7. Between US$2000 and 2500 
 8. Between US$2501 and 3000 
 9. Between US$3001 and 3500 
 10. Between US$3501 and 4000 
 11. Between US$4001 and 5000 
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 12. More than US$5000 
 00. Does not know/does not 

answer  
sd.13 Approximately how much money 
did you earn last month for the activity 
you carried out in the penitentiary 
institution? 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 

  
1. US$ ________________________  
 
 
2. None  
 

 
 
sd. 14 Do you have children? 
 

 
1. Yes  ____        How many?             /__/__/ 
 
                            Sex  ________   Age ______ 
                                    
                                    ________            ______ 
 
                                    ________            ______ 
 
                                    ________            ______ 
 
2. No ____ 
 

 
sd.15 Do you maintain ties with your 
family? 
 

 
1. Yes 
 
2. No  (Skip to d.1 ) 
 
3- No response (NR) (Skip to d.1 ) 
 

 
sd.16 What is your family’s current 
monthly income?  
 
 
Estimate in US dollars, according to the 
income in local currency. 
 

 
 1. Less than US$200 
 2. Between US$201 and 400 
 3. Between US$401 and 600 
 4. Between US$601 and 800 
 5. Between US$801 and 1000 
 5. Between US$1001 and 1500 
 6. Between US$1501 and 2000 
 7. Between US$2000 and 2500 
 8. Between US$2501 and 3000 
 9. Between US$3001 and 3500 
 10. Between US$3501 and 4000 
 11. Between US$4001 and 5000 
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 12. More than US$5000 
 00. Does not know/does not 

answer  

 
D. Crime (Refers to the crime for which the individual is currently incarcerated) 
 
 
 
d.1 With respect to your being in 
prison, is it:  
 

 
 
     1. Your first time? 
     2. Reoffender?    
 

d.2 How long have you currently 
been in prison? 

         
 
 Years   Months 

 
 
 

 
d.3 At what age did you start 
committing crimes? 

                   
 
 Years 

 
 
d.4 Have you previously been 
charged with or convicted of 
other crimes? 
 
 

 
1- Yes 
Which?: 
             _______________________________ 
             _______________________________ 
 
2- No   Skip to d.6 
 

 
d.5 Were you imprisoned for any 
of these crimes in a Youth 
Detention Center, because you 
were a minor? 
 

 
1- Yes        How many times?    /__/__/  times 
 
 
2- No 
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d.6 Family members who have 
engaged in criminal activity: 
 
You may check more than one 

 
1. Father 
2. Mother 
3. Brother 
4. Uncle 
5. Grandfather 
6. Other      _____________________________ 
7. None 
8. Does not know (DNK), Does not respond 

(DNR) 
 

 
d.7 For which crime were your 
family members charged or 
sentenced? 
 
 

 
 
Specify crime: 
 

1. Father       ___________________________ 
 
2. Mother       ___________________________ 
 
3. Brother       ___________________________ 
 
4. Uncle            ___________________________ 

 
5. Grandfather ___________________________ 
 
6. Other          ___________________________ 
 
9. Does not know (DNK), Does not respond 

(DNR) 
 

 
d.8 How often has (have) your 
family member(s) committed a 
crime? 
 
 

 
1. Never committed a crime 
2. Less than once a year 
3. Once a year 
4. Once a month 
5. Once a week 
6. Every day or almost every day 

 
 
PC. Perception of drug use by fellow inmates (Tell interviewee it is important to 
include alcohol and tobacco among the drugs)  
 
 
pc.1 From your knowledge, what 

 Most 
important 

Second Third 
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are the three drugs most consumed 
by your fellow inmates in prison, 
in order of importance?  
 
 
 

1.  Marijuana  
 

  

2. Cocaine  
 

  

3.  Coca paste   
 

  

4.  Crack  
 

  

5.  Inhalants 
(glue, paint, 
gasoline, thinner, 
etc.) 

 
 

  

6.  Heroin  
 

  

7. Alcohol  
 

  

8. Tobacco    
9. Stimulant 
medications  
and/or 
tranquilizers 
(without medical 
prescription)  

   

 
10. Other 
Which? 
 
______________ 
 

   

 
  997 DNK 
  998 DNR 
  999 No information (NI) 

 
pc.2 How many fellow inmates 
have you seen using drugs in 
prison? 

 
1. All 
2. Many 
3. A few 
4. None (Skip to pc.4)     
5- DNK 
6- DNR 
 

 
pc.3 Does the use of drugs by your 
fellow inmates affect you? 

1- Yes, it affects me   
   
 Why? 
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____________________________________________ 
 
2- Does not affect me  
3- DNK 
8- DNR 
9- No information 

 
pc.4 To your knowledge, getting 
drugs in prison is:    

 
1. Very easy                         4. Very hard            
2. Easy                                 5- DNK 
3. Hard                                8- DNR 

 
pc.5 Consider whether the 
following situations are possible 
causes that have led your fellow 
inmates to use drugs: 
 

 
 

1- 
YES 

 
 

2- NO 

 
 

3- MAYBE 

 
 

4- DNK 

 
 

5- DNR 

 
pc.5.1 Because they already used 
these drugs before entering prison. 

 
 

    

 
pc.5.2  To escape their problems 

     

 
pc.5.3 Family problems or 
difficulties 

     

 
pc.5.4 To calm their nerves 

     

 
pc.5.5 To be able to sleep 

     

 
pc.5.6 Nothing else to do 

     

 
pc.5.7 To feel good 

     

 
pc.5.8 Because they like it 

     

 
pc.5.9 Pressure from workmates or 
classmates 

     

 
pc.5.10 Because drugs give them 
more power 

     

 
pc.5.11 Because drugs increase 
their privileges 
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pc.5.12. For acceptance by their 
fellow inmates 

     

 
pc.6 Do you believe that the violence 
that occurs within the prison or 
penitentiary institution is related to 
drug use? 

 
1 No                                6. DNK 
2 Slightly                        7. DNR 
3 Moderately                      
4 Very much so                         
5 Excessively so                        
 

 
pc.7. In your opinion, does being in 
prison make a person use drugs?  

 
1 No                    
2 Slightly                     
3 Moderately                     
4 Very much so                         
5 Excessively so 
6. DNK 
7. DNR 
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CP. Personal Drug Consumption (Remember to tell interviewee it is important to include alcohol and tobacco among the drugs)  
cp.1  Which of the following drugs have you used?:   IF THE PERSON HAS NOT USED ANY DRUG, CHECK OPTION “NO” FOR EACH DRUG AND SKIP TO CP6 

HAVE 
YOU 

EVER 
USED? 

LAST TIME YOU USED  HOW OFTEN DO YOU OR DID YOU USE IT? 

 HAVE YOU 
USED IT 

INSIDE THE 
PRISON? 

DRUG 
 

(1) 
 

Yes 
 

(2) 
 

No 

(1) 
 

In last 
24 

hours 

(2) 
 

In last 
week 

(3) 
 

In last 
30 

days 

(4) 
 

More than a 
month but 
less than 1 

year 

(5) 
 

More 
than 1 
year 
ago 

AGE WHEN 
STARTED 

AMOUNT 
USED EACH 

TIME 

(0) 
Less 
than 

once a 
year 

(1) 
Once  
a year 

(2) 
1 to 11 
times a 

year 

(3) 
1 to 3 

times a 
month 

(4) 
3 times 

per 
week 

(5) 
Every day 
or almost 
every day 

(1) 
 

Yes 
 

(2) 
 

No 

MARIJUANA 

               
  

COCAINE 
               

  

COCA PASTE 
               

  

CRACK 
               

  

INHALANTS 
               

  

HEROIN 
               

  

ALCOHOL 
               

  

TOBACCO 
               

  

MEDICATION 
(no 
prescription) 

               
  

OTHERS 
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cp.2 Why do you or have 
you used drugs? 
 

 
Explain. 
___________________________________________ 

cp. 3 Who got you involved 
in using drugs? 
 
(Note all applicable 
alternatives) 
 

  1.   Started on my own 
  2.   My friend(s) 
  4.   Father 
  8.   Mother 
 16.  Sisters or brothers 
 32   Other family member  Which? ______________________ 
 64   Neighbors 
128. Colleagues 
256  Other ________ 

 
cp.4 Why do you or did you 
use drugs? 

  
    1. Curiosity 
    2. Peer pressure 
    4. To belong to a group 
    8. Family pressure 
  16. To amount to something 
  32. For greater authority or privileges 
  64. It was a way to escape reality 
128. I liked the idea of doing it 
256. I thought it would make me feel good. 
512. Other___________ 
 

 
cp.5 Did you ever try to quit 
using drugs? 
 

 
      1.  Yes     Why? ____________________________ 
 
       2. No 
 

 
cp.6 Do you think that drug 
addiction is a disease? 

 
1.  Yes     Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
_______________ 
 
2.  No  Why not?  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
_______________ 
 
3.  DNK 
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4.  DNR 
 
cp.7 Do you have family 
members who are or have 
been drug users? 
 
You can check more than 
one 

  1- father 
  2- mother 
  4- brother 
  8- uncle 
16- grandfather 
32- Other      _____________________________ 
 
64- None    Skip to cpc.1 
88- Does not know (DNK), Does not respond (DNR)  Skip 
to cpc.1 
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cp.8      Which of the following drugs do your family members use or have they used? 
 

 
 

FAMILY MEMBER 

 
MARIJUANA 

 
COCAINE 

 
PASTE 

Base/basic/Bazuco 

 
CRACK 

 
INHALANTS 

 
HEROIN 

 
ALCOHOL 

 
TOBACCO 

 
MEDICATION 

(without 
prescription) 

OTHERS 
Which?  

_______________ 
_______________ 

 

FATHER 

          

MOTHER 
          

BROTHER/SISTER 
          

GRANDPARENT 
          

UNCLES/AUNTS 
          

OTHERS: 
________________ 
 

          

OTHERS 
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CPC. Changes in the consumption pattern: IF THE PERSON HAS NEVER 
USED DRUGS, SKIP TO QUESTION rdd.1 
 
 
cpc.1  Do you or have you used drugs 
inside the prison? 
  

 
1- Yes 
2- No     
3. DNR 

 
 
cpc.2 Did you begin using drugs during 
your time in prison?   
 
Used for the first time ever.  
 

 
 
1- Yes 
2- No 
3. DNR   

 
 
cpc.3 If you began using drugs in 
prison, at what age did you start?  
 
Age in years 
 

 
 
 
 /__/__/ years 
 
 
 

 
cpc.4 While in prison, did you change 
or have you changed the type of 
substance you normally used outside 
the prison?   
 

 
 
1. Yes 
2. No    Skip to ítem cpc.6 
3. DNR 
 

 
cpc.5 In your opinion, did you change 
the substance you use to: 
 

 
1. CHANGED CONSUMPTION IN 

PRISON 

 
2. DID NOT 
RESPOND 

 
cpc. 5.1 Marijuana 

  

 
cpc. 5.2 Cocaine 

  

 
cpc. 5.3 Cocaine paste 

  

 
cpc. 5.4 Crack 

  

 
cpc. 5.5 Inhalants 

  

cpc. 5.6 Heroin 
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cpc. 5.7 Alcohol   
 
cpc. 5.8 Tobacco 

  

 
cpc. 5.9 Medication (without 
prescription) 

  

 
Cpc.5.10 Others 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 

  

 
cpc.6 Did being in prison cause you to 
resume or relapse into drug use?  
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No   
3. DNR 

 
 
cpc.7 According to your experience, 
what factor most influenced you to 
resume or relapse into drug use?  
 

 
Specify: 
 
          ____________________________________________ 

 
cpc 8 Once you start using drugs, do 
you feel an uncontrollable urge to keep 
doing it? 
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNR 
 

 
cpc 9 Can you stop consuming drugs 
for a period of time, without making a 
great effort or without feeling bad? 
 

 
1- Yes    How long?  _______________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
2- No 
3- DNK - DNR 

 
cpc 10 Do you know the physical or 
mental damage you can get from drug 
use?  
 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
 

 
cpc 11 Have you needed to receive 
medical or any other type of 
professional outpatient treatment due 
to drug-related physical or mental 
illness? 

 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
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cpc 12 Have you ever been 
hospitalized due to drug use or because 
you had drug-related physical or mental 
complications? 
 

 
1. Yes 
     
    Only for drug use                               _____       
    Only for mental complications          _____    
    For both situations                             _____  
 
2. No 
3. DNK/DNR 
 

 
 
cpc. 13 Do you need treatment 
for your current drug use?  
 

 
1- Yes    What type? 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
2- No 
3- DNK - DNR 

 
 
RDD. Relationship between crime committed and drugs. 
 
 
rdd1. Did the crime you committed previously have some 
connection with drugs? 
 
The crime before the one for which you are now in prison as 
indicted 

 
1- Yes 
 
2- No   Skip to  ítem 
idd.1 
 

4- DNR 
 

 
rdd.2.  Were you under the influence of some drug when you 
committed the previous crime for which you were in prison or 
indicted?  
 
Under the influence of a drug or intoxicated  

 
1- Yes   Which? 
Specify 
 
a-________________ 
b_________________ 
c_________________ 
 
2- No Skip to ítem  
rdd 6 
3.-DNR 
 

 
rdd.3 Do you think you would have committed that crime if you 

 
1-  Yes 
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would not have been under the influence of a drug or intoxicated 
(drugged)? 
 

 
2-  No 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.4 Did you use drugs to strengthen (encourage) you to commit 
the previous crime for which you were in prison or indicted?  
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No Skip to ítem  
rdd 7 
3. DNR   

 
 
rdd.5 Do you think you would have committed that crime if you 
would not have been under the influence of drugs (drugged)? 
 

 
1-  Yes 
 
2-  No 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.6 Was the previous crime for which you were in prison or 
indicted linked to activities to acquire drugs for personal use? (for 
your own use) 
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No 
3. DNR   

 
 
 
rdd.7 Was (were) the victim(s) of your crime under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs? 
 

 
1-  Yes 
 
2-  No 
 
3- No victim 
 
3- DNK/DNR 
 

 
rdd.8 Was the previous crime for which you were in prison or 
indicted related to drug production, sales and/or trafficking? 
 
 
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
 

 
rdd.9 Was the previous crime for which you were in prison or 
indicted linked to your own activities to maintain the drug market? 
 
Turf wars between traffickers, settling scores between traffickers, 

 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
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confrontation between traffickers and the police. 
 
 
rdd.10 Was the previous crime for which you were in prison or 
indicted linked to activities in violation of the Drug Law?  
 
Money laundering: illicit market of precursors 
 

 
1- Yes 
2- No   
3. DNR 
 

 
rdd.11 In your opinion, is the connection between that crime and 
drugs:    

 
1. Not important                               
2. Slightly 
     important  
3. Moderately  
    important 
4. Important                                  
5. Very important 
6. DNK 
7. DNR 
 

 
  
IDD. Assessment of the effect of the drug-related crime and imprisonment on the 
inmate and the inmate’s family  
 
 
idd.1 To what extent has your drug-
related crimes and your time in 
prison affected you in the following 
ways? 
 

 
1. NOT 

AT 
ALL 

 
2. A 
BIT 

 
3. SOME-

WHAT 

 
4. A 
LOT 

 
5.  

DNK 

 
6.  

DNR 

 
idd.1.1 Economically 
 

      

 
idd.1.2 Family (all the ways in which 
your relationship with your family is 
affected) 
 

      

 
idd.1.3 Socially 
 

      

 
idd.1.4 In your mental health  
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idd.1.5 Physical health 
 

      

 
 
idd.1.6 Morally  
 
 
 

      

 
idd.2 To what extent has your crime 
and your time in prison affected your 
family in the following ways? 

 
1. NOT 

AT 
ALL 

 
2. A 
BIT 

 
3. SOME-

WHAT 

 
4. A 
LOT 

 
5.  

DNK 

 
6.  

DNR 

 
 
idd.2.1 Economically 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.2 Family (all the ways in which 
your relationship with your family is 
affected by your being in prison) 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.3 Socially 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.4 Mental health  
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.5 Their physical health 
 
 

      

 
 
idd.2.6 Morally  
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idd.3  According to your experience, 
what do you suggest be done to 
improve the problem of drug 
consumption in prison?  
 
 

 
 

Specify: 
           
____________________________________ 
 
           
____________________________________ 
 
           
____________________________________ 
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APPENDIX N° 3 

OPTIONAL MODULES 
 
1. OPTIONAL MODULE FOR IDENTIFYING PROBLEMATIC ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION  
 
 ALCOHOL               

 
(FOR THOSE WHO ANSWERED “YES” TO cp.1 (4) FOR ALCOHOL – 
LAST TIME USED)   

                
 1= Yes               
   0= No               

E1 
Have you spent more time drinking alcohol in 
the last 12 months than you would have liked?             

E2 
Have you neglected some of your regular 
obligations because of drinking alcohol?            

E3 
Have you wanted to cut down on drinking 
alcohol?             

E4 
In the last 12 months has anybody complained 
to you about your drinking alcohol?             

E5 
Have you found yourself thinking often about 
your consumption of alcohol?            

E6 
Have you used alcohol to overcome sadness, 
anger, or boredom?            

  IF ALL THE ABOVE ARE NEGATIVE, SKIP TO E8               
                

E7 
You have just told me 
that,               

 
(Read each positive response on alcohol from E1 through E6. In the 
case of negative replies, put 0 for the question)      

 When was the last time this happened?           
          E1       
 0= N/A         E2       
 1= Within the last 7 days        E3       
 2= Within the last 8 to 30 days       E4       

 
3= Within 6 months, but more than one 
month      E5       

  
4= More than 6 months but less than 
12 months              E6        



 

INTER-AMERICAN UNIFORM DRUG USE DATA 
SYSTEM – SIDUC 
OAS/CICAD/OID 

 

Page | 69  
PROTOCOL – Survey on Drug Use by Adult Prisoners 

2. OPTIONAL MODULE FOR IDENTIFYING PROBLEMATIC DRUG 
CONSUMPTION  
 
 
                
 ILLICIT DRUGS         

 

(FOR THOSE WHO ANSWERED “YES” TO cp.1 (4) FOR 
MARIJUANA, COCAINE, AND COCA PASTE – LAST TIME 
USED)      

                
 1= Yes               
   0= No               
                

E8 
Have you spent more time using drugs in the 
last 12 months than you would have liked?            

E9 
Have you neglected some of your regular 
obligations because of using drugs?            

E10 Have you wanted to cut down on using drugs?            

E11 
In the last 12 months has anybody complained 
to you about your drug use?            

E12 
Have you found yourself thinking often about 
your drug consumption?            

E13 
Have you used drugs to overcome sadness, 
anger, or boredom?                   

                

E14 
You have just told me 
that,              

 
(Read each positive response on drugs from E8 through E13. In 
the case of negative replies, put 0 for the question)       

 When was the last time this happened?           
          E8       
 0= N/A         E9       
 1= Within the last 7 days        E10      
 2= Within the last 8 to 30 days       E11      

 
3= Within 6 months., but more than one 
month 

  
   E12      

  
4= More than 6 months but less than 
12 months  

  
        E13         
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3. OPTIONAL MODULE FOR TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION  
 
 ALCOHOL              

 
FOR THOSE WHO RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY ABOUT 
ALCOHOL USE    

                 

F1 Have you ever in your life been in some type of treatment for alcohol use?   

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     SKIP TO F6            
                 

F2 And have you had some treatment for alcohol use in the past 12 months?   
                 

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     SKIP TO F6            
                 

F3 
How many times have you been in treatment for alcohol use problems in the past 
12 months?   

                 
    (00=Does not know/Does not respond)   Number of times      
                 
F4  How did you start treatment?           

  0=No data            
  
  

  1=Voluntarily            
  2=Pressure from friend(s) or family member(s)      
  3=Doctor’s referral          
  4=Prison directive         
  5=Court order           
  6=Pressure from job           

    
7=Other. Specify____________________________________ 
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F5 
And could you tell me which of the following situations best describes the 
treatment you received?   

                 
 0= No data                
 1= I was hospitalized             

 2= I was admitted at a rehab center or therapeutic community    

 
3= I went to a rehab center or therapeutic community but they did not let me 
stay there    

 4= I went to a mental health center         
 5= I went to a treatment center in the prison        
 6= In a personal support group like Alcoholics Anonymous  
 7= Another situation. Specify______________________________________ 
                 
  SKIP TO F9                      

 
(ASK QUESTIONS F6 to F8 ONLY IF THE INTERVIEWEE 
RESPONDED NEGATIVELY TO F1 or F2)    

                 

F6 
In the past 12 months have you felt the need for some type of help to cut down on 
your drinking?   

                 

  1=Yes             
  
  

    0=No                            
                 

F7 
Have you ever in your life gone to a doctor’s office, hospital, or clinic for 
problems associated with alcohol use?   

                 

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     SKIP TO F9                
                 

F8 
And during the last 12 months have you gone to a doctor’s office, hospital, 
or clinic for problems associated with alcohol use?   

                 

  1=Yes             
  
  

    0=No                            
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 ILLICIT DRUGS           

 
FOR THOSE WHO RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY ABOUT DRUG 
USE  

                 

F9 Have you ever in your life been in some type of treatment for drug use?   

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     SKIP TO F14            
                 

F10 And have you had some treatment for drug use in the past 12 months?   
                 

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     SKIP TO F14            
                 

F11 
How many times have you been in treatment for drug use problems in the past 12 
months?  

                 

    (00=Does not know/Does not respond)   Number of times   
  
  

                 
F12 How did you start treatment?           
  0=No data              

  1=Voluntarily          
  
  

  2=Pressure from friend(s) or family member(s)      
  3=Doctor’s referral          
  4=Prison directive         
  5=Court order           
  6=Pressure from job           
    7=Other. Specify___________________________________  
 
                 

F13 
And could you tell me which of the following situations best describes the 
treatment you received?  

  (RESPOND TO ONLY ONE OF THE ALTERNATIVES)   
                 

 0= No data             
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 1= I was hospitalized             

 2= I was admitted at a rehab center or therapeutic community    

 
3= I went to a rehab center or therapeutic community but they did not 
let me stay there    

 4= I went to a mental health center         
 5= I went to a treatment center in the prison        
 6= In a personal support group like Narcotics Anonymous   

  
7= Another situation. Specify ______________________________________ 
  

                 
 TO FINISH THIS MODULE           
                 
                 

 
(ASK QUESTIONS F14 to F16 ONLY IF THE INTERVIEWEE 
RESPONDED NEGATIVELY TO F9 or F10)  

                 

F14 
In the past 12 months have you felt the need for some type of help to cut 
down on your drug use?   

                 

  1=Yes             
  
  

    0=No                            
                 

F15 
Have you ever in your life gone to a doctor’s office, hospital, or clinic for 
problems associated with drug use?   

                 

  1=Yes  
 
               

    0=No     END OF THIS MODULE        
                 

F16 
And during the last 12 months have you gone to a doctor’s office, hospital, 
or clinic for problems associated with drug use?   

                 

  1=Yes             
  
  

    0=No                            
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APPENDIX N° 4 
 

USER’S GUIDE FOR DATA COLLECTION QUESTIONNAIRES 
 
 
GENERAL METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS: 
 

1) OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY  

General objectives 
 
• To determine the prevalence of psychoactive substance abuse among charged or 

convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 18 years old.  
 
• To analyze the link between criminal behavior and psychoactive substance use from the 

perception of charged or convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 
18 years old. 

 
• To identify the treatment needs of psychoactive substance users among charged or 

convicted inmates in prisons in the Americas who are at least 18 years old. 

Specific objectives  
 
• To determine the socio-demographic profile of charged and convicted adult inmates in 

the prison systems of the Americas. 
 
• To establish the pattern of psychoactive substance use in the personal background of 

each prisoner studied, specifying each substance used.  
 
• To identify the types of crimes that are usually connected with psychoactive substance 

use, based on the criminal record of the prison population under study. 
 
• To determine the link between criminal behavior and drug use in the Americas, based 

on the characteristics of the target population.  
 
• To establish the impact of drug use on treatment needs in the various individual and 

family settings for the prison population studied.  
 
• To develop strategies for better management of the psychoactive substance use problem 

in the prisons of the Americas and in the high-risk groups, from the perspective of 
crime and violence. 
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2) TARGET POPULATION 
 
The target population is all men and women aged 18 or over who are incarcerated in the 
penitentiary system facilities of countries in the Hemisphere, who have been charged with 
or convicted of various criminal acts. 
 
3) GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE 
 
Initially, the survey should use a representative sample at the national level. However, 
depending on the country’s size, political-geographical divisions, available resources, and 
administrative/political structure of the national prison system, might be smaller in scope, 
but at least at the regional, state, or departmental level, as applicable.  
 
4) LEVEL OF COMPLEXITY 
 
Consistent with the extent of development of the technological capacity and the information 
and knowledge infrastructure, as well as the availability of resources, in each member state 
there are issues that should be considered core, in other words, necessarily present in any 
study on the matter, and others optional, which each country will determine and 
implement, according to its technical and scientific capacity and particular interests. 
 
In the universe of inmates it is possible to identify the following groups, some of which are 
core, which should be included in any survey, and others optional, which will be 
considered and defined in the survey design that each country deems appropriate:  
 
Accused or indicted: Those persons who have been accused of a crime and who are 
awaiting trial in the judicial investigative proceeding. There are two options:  
 
a) Incarcerated: Those who are confined in some prison facility. This is a core group.  
b) Not incarcerated: Those subject to precautionary or alternative measures. This is an 

optional group.  
 
Convicted or sentenced: Those persons who have been tried and convicted according to 
due process and are serving a sentence.  
 
a) Incarcerated: Those persons who are confined full-time to the prison. This is a core 

group. 
 
b) Partially incarcerated: Those persons who are partially linked to the prison, including 

those who are detained part-time and are permitted to leave for work or family-related 
activities. This is a core group. 

 
This situation may occur because the individual is in:  
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i- Trusty status, or, 
ii- Day parole.  

 
c) Open: Those persons who are on guided or conditional parole. This is an optional 

group. 
 
 
5) DETAILS OF THE SAMPLE 
 
The survey will use a sample representative of the national level, whose primary units will 
be the detention centers. Within them, there will be proportional participation of the various 
groups to be analyzed, considering the total specific population for calculation of the 
subsamples. A 10% oversample (number in addition to the given sample) should be 
selected to allow for possible losses from refusal or other contingencies.  
 
Each respondent will be selected randomly, until the quota for the prison, target group, and 
gender is met. Replacement of non-responding interviewees should also be done randomly 
until the quota is satisfied, duly noting the number who decline to be interviewed.  
 
 
6) FIELD WORK 
 
Application of the instrument in the field work should preferably be done by health or 
social sciences professionals outside the prison systems, previously trained and willing to 
work within the prisons. If this is not possible, the interviewers should be similar personnel 
on the prison staff or from related areas or institutions involved in this subject who are not 
involved in analysis of the data or production of the information.  
 
The visits to each facility should be by prior appointment and with the corresponding 
permission (from higher authorities or directors of each prison).  
 
 
7) DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT 
 
The data collection instrument is a pre-coded questionnaire with mostly closed questions, to 
cover the following areas:       
 
I- Sociodemographic characteristics of the population under study: the questions in this 

module are identified with the prefix sd., and cover the following variables: 
 

1- Sex: biological; male and female. 
2- Age: in years; categorized by group of interest. 
3- Civil or marital status: current (single, married, widow, divorced, common law. For 

each the respondents are asked if they currently have a partner). 
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4- Education: highest grade completed; grouped by the standard categories.  
5- Nationality: current, including naturalization status. 
6- Ethnicity: the individual’s phenotype characteristics, determined by racial genetic 

elements passed on by ancestors. 
7- Spirituality: determined by whether the individual believes in a Higher Being. 
8- Religion: the one currently practiced or identified with.  
9- Profession or trade: using the three-digit codes according to the main groups of the 

International Labor Organization (ILO). 
10- Work status prior to conviction: unemployed, full-time employee, part-time 

employee, work in the informal economy, other.  
11- Activity as a prisoner: the main formal activities carried out by the inmate that are 

common to the national penitentiary system. This includes classes, courses, and/or 
work.  

12- Income prior to incarceration: monthly income in local currency, equivalent to U.S. 
dollars (US$). 

13- Income from activity as a prisoner: monthly income earned for the inmate’s work 
related to their being in the national penitentiary system, in local currency, 
equivalent to U.S. dollars (US$). 

14- Children: specify the number, gender, and age of children claimed by the inmate.  
15- Family ties: whether is some contact with the inmate’s family unit.  
16- Family income: income received by the prisoner’s household unit, in local currency, 

equivalent to U.S. dollars (US$). 
 

II- Legal status of the prisoner: the questions in this module are identified with the prefix 
d., and the variables are covered in separate questionnaires, one for convicted inmates 
and the other for accused inmates, as follows:  

 
Convicted: 
 

1- Current legal status (recidivism): Is this the first conviction or were there prior 
ones?  

2- Sentenced crime: The offense for which the prisoner was convicted and is serving 
the current prison sentence.  

3- Length of sentence: Number of years in prison ordered for the sentenced crime. 
4- Time served: Amount of time in years and/or months that the prisoner has served of 

the current sentence.  
5- Age of first crime: This refers to the age at which the prisoner committed his/her 

first crime, regardless of whether it had legal or judicial consequences.  
6- Types of crimes previously committed by the prisoner, including those committed 

as a minor, and whether they resulted in confinement in juvenile detention. 
7- Family history of crime: whether a close family member has a criminal record, 

specifying the family member if so.  
8- Type of crime committed by the family member. 
9- Frequency with which the family member committed the crime(s).  
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Accused or charged: 
 

1- Current legal status: Is this a first time in prison or were there prior ones? 
2- Time served: Amount of time in years and/or months that the prisoner has served 

for the current crime of which he/she is accused. 
3- Age of first crime: This refers to the age at which the prisoner committed his/her 

first crime, regardless of whether it had legal or judicial consequences. 
4- Types of crimes previously committed by the prisoner, including those committed 

as a minor, and whether they resulted in confinement in juvenile detention. 
5- Family history of crime: whether a close family member has a criminal record, 

specifying which family member if so. 
6- Types of crime committed by the family member(s). 
7- Frequency with which the family member(s) committed the crime(s). 

 
III- The prisoner’s perception of the main drugs used inside the prison, their 

characteristics, their impact on the prisoners, the link with violence inside and 
outside the prison, and the link with criminal acts: this module’s questions have the 
prefix pc., and cover the following variables: 

 
1. Main drugs used within the prison: this refers to the three drugs most widely used 

inside the prison, as perceived by the inmate.  
2. Percentage of fellow inmates that use drugs: the number of fellow inmates that use 

drugs in prison, according to the inmate.  
3. Impact of fellow inmates’ drug use: the various ways in which the inmate feels 

personally affected by other inmates’ drug use.  
4. Availability of drugs in prison: ease with which drugs can be obtained in prison, 

according to the prisoner. 
5. Factors encouraging drug use by fellow inmates: this refers to the different 

situations or motives that can cause drug use in prison, according to the prisoner. 
6. The relationship between violence and drug use in prison: the prisoner’s opinion 

about the link between violence and drug use in the prison. 
7. The relationship between drug use and being incarcerated: the prisoner’s opinion 

about the link between drug use and being incarcerated. 
 
IV- Prevalence of drug use (use history) by the prison population and its main 

characteristics: this module’s questions have the prefix cp., and provide direct 
estimates of the percentage of drug users in the prisons, by type of prevalence, type of 
drug, and intensity of use based on frequency and dose on each occasion, considering 
the following variables:  

 
1. Prevalence of drug use by the prison population: percentage of inmates that has 

used drugs of interest, broken down by the principal standard periods: lifetime, past 
year, past month, type of substance used.  
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2. Age at first use. 
3. Frequency of use. 
4. Use factors: the main reasons or motives that the prisoner gives to justify his/her 

drug use.  
5. Persons who induced use: the primary persons who induced the prisoner to use 

drugs.  
6. Drug initiation factors: the main reasons or motives given by the prisoner to justify 

starting drug use.  
7. Problematic consumption: it must be established whether the use patterns 

correspond to the variables for harmful use or dependence based on the criteria of 
the International Classification of Diseases, tenth version), which will be discussed 
separately (in Section VIII). 

8. Attitude towards drug cessation: explores the inmate’s need to stop using drugs, 
based on his/her attempts to do so.  

9. Concept of addiction: explores the prisoner’s notion of addiction as a health-illness 
issue.  

10. Family substance abuse history: whether close family members use or have used 
psychoactive substances.  

11. Types of substances used by family members: gathers information and categorizes 
the types of substances family members use or have used, which will make it 
possible to estimate the possible influence this may have had on the inmate’s use 
patterns.  

 
V- Changes in use patterns: the questions in this module are identified with the prefix 

cpc., and are intended to address the influence of the prison environment and 
incarceration as factors that change the type of drugs used and the associated patterns. 
They also assess treatment needs perceived by the inmate. The questions cover the 
following variables:  

 
1. Use inside the prison: to determine whether the inmate is using drugs in the prison; 

to estimate the current situation, the emphasis is on use in the last year and month.  
2. Initial use inside the prison: persons who started using drugs after their current 

incarceration began.  
3. Age at first use inside the prison: age in years at which the inmate began using 

drugs inside the prison.  
4. Change in the type of substances used: whether the prisoner uses different 

substances than he/she used outside the prison or upon entering it. 
5. Substances to which the prisoner changed from his/her habitual use to use within 

the prison: establishes not only the substances that have become critical for use 
within the prison, but an assessment of incarceration as a risk factor for drug use.  

6. Recidivism or relapse into drug use inside the prison: establishes whether an inmate 
who was drug-free resumed use inside the prison. In other words, it assesses the risk 
factor of incarceration for recidivism or relapse of a person in abstinence.  
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7. Factors that influenced recidivism or relapse: the inmate’s opinion of the principal 
factors that influenced recidivism or relapse into drug use. 

8. Ability to control use: explores the individual’s capacity for control with respect to 
the established use pattern.  

9. Ability to abstain from use: establishes the user’s ability to abstain once a use 
pattern has been established.  

10. Knowledge about harmful effects of drug use: establishes the level of knowledge 
about the dangers of drug use and persistence of consumption in spite of it. It 
addresses the level of awareness and the manifest lack of control in harmful use.  

11. Prior outpatient treatment for drug use problems: essential to assess the risk of harm 
or problems from drug use.  

12. Prior inpatient treatment for drug-related problems: essential to assess the risk of 
harm or problems from drug use. Any need for inpatient treatment is a critical factor 
revealing the presence of a problem.  

13. Need for treatment: the prisoner’s opinion about getting some type of treatment, 
given his/her current drug use patterns. 

 
VI- Relationship between criminal acts and drug use, and their typology: this module’s 

questions have the prefix rdd., and attempt to establish the possible relationship 
between the crimes committed by the target population, based on the criminal record of 
each individual under study, and drug use or activities supported by or linked to it, 
including substance distribution for procurement or trafficking.  
 
In order to obtain the necessary data to determine the extent of the relationship between 
the consumption of psychoactive substances and the criminal act, the questionnaire has 
a series of hypothetical questions that assess, according to the criteria of the population 
under study, the probability that the situation that was linked to the crime would have 
been different if drugs had not been involved as a factor stimulating or facilitating the 
behavior related to said act.  
 
In the case of the convicted population, these questions relate to the current crime, that 
is to say, that for which the person under study is serving the sentence that currently 
deprives them of freedom. In the case of the charged population, the questions refer to 
the last crime prior to the current crime (which is in the process of investigation for a 
trial and verdict).  
 
This area is assessed through the elaboration of two separate instruments, with their 
own variables, depending on whether it addresses the sentenced or convicted prison 
population, or the accused or charged prison population, as follows: 

 
Sentenced or convicted: 
 

1. Relationship between the current crime and drug use: determine if related; if not, 
skip to the next section.  
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If there is a relationship: 
 
1. Relationship between the crime and drug use: explore whether the prisoner’s crime 

involved activities related to drug use.  
2. Relationship of the crime committed under the influence of drugs: explore whether 

the crime was committed under the direct and acute influence of psychoactive 
substances, while intoxicated.  

3. Hypothetical situation for commission of a crime under the influence of drugs: 
explores the prisoner’s opinion as to whether he/she would have committed the 
crime for which sentenced if not under the influence of drugs. This is also 
applicable to the question about the relationship between the crime and drug use as 
a means for inducing the emotional and behavioral state for commission of the 
crime.  

4. Relationship between the crime and substance use as a means of getting up the 
courage (emotional and behavioral state) to commit it: explores the role of the effect 
of psychoactive substances as a risk factor for reinforcing violent or reckless 
conduct or behavior, which facilitates the person’s decision to commit crimes.  

5. Relationship between the crime and drug procurement: explores whether the 
prisoner’s crime was related to activities to obtain drugs for personal use.  

6. Situation of persons when they become crime victims: explores whether the persons 
who were the inmate’s victims were under the influence of some psychoactive 
substance (alcohol and/or other drugs).  

7. Relationship between the crime and production, sale, and/or trafficking of drugs: 
explores whether the prisoner’s crime was linked to such activities as drug 
production, sale, or trafficking. 

8. Relationship between the crime and drug market activities: explores whether the 
crime involved violence related to the drug market (to maintain power over it), such 
as “turf” wars, settling of scores, confrontation between gangs, etc.  

9. Relationship between the crime and acts against each state’s drug laws: money 
laundering, illicit trade in precursors for drug production, etc. 

10. Extent of the link between the crime and drugs: the inmate’s opinion about how 
important drugs were in the commission of the crime, and in general. 

 
Accused or charged: 
 

1. Relationship between previous crimes and drug use: determine the relationship; if 
none, skip to the following section.  

 
If there is a relationship: 
 
1. Relationship between the crime and drug use: explore whether the prisoner’s crime 

involved activities related to drug use. 
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2. Relationship of the crime committed under the influence of drugs: explore whether 
the crime was committed under the direct and acute influence of psychoactive 
substances, while intoxicated. 

3. Hypothetical situation for commission of the previous crime under the influence of 
drugs: explores the prisoner’s opinion as to whether he/she would have committed 
the crime for which sentenced if not under the influence of drugs. This is also 
applicable to the question about the relationship between the crime and drug use as 
a means for inducing the emotional and behavioral state for commission of the 
crime. 

4. Relationship between the crime and substance use as a means of acquiring the 
courage (state of conduct and behavior) to commit it. 

5. Relationship between the crime and drug procurement: explores whether the 
prisoner’s crime was related to activities to obtain drugs for personal use. 

6. Situation of the persons when they become crime victims: explores whether the 
persons who were the inmate’s victims were under the influence of some 
psychoactive substance (alcohol and/or other drugs). 

7. Relationship between the crime and production, sale, and/or trafficking of drugs: 
explores whether the prisoner’s crime was linked to activities such as drug 
production, sale, or trafficking. 

8. Relationship between the crime and drug market activities: explores whether the 
crime involved violence related to the drug market (to maintain power over it), such 
as “turf” wars, settling of scores, confrontation between gangs, etc. 

9. Relationship between the crime and acts against each state’s drug laws: money 
laundering, illicit trade in precursors, etc. 

10. Extent of the link between the crime and drugs: the inmate’s opinion about how 
important drugs were in the commission of the crime. 

 
VII- Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s personal and 

family life: this module’s questions have the prefix idd., and examine the target 
population’s perception of the type and severity of consequences of their 
incarceration on their personal and family interests, covering the following 
variables: 

 
1. Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s personal and 

family life: explores the prisoner’s opinion about the extent of impact of the drug-
related crime at a personal level in terms of economic, family, social, mental health, 
physical health, and moral aspects.  

2. Impact of drug use and commission of the crime on the prisoner’s family: explores 
the prisoner’s opinion about the extent of impact of the drug-related crime on 
his/her family in terms of economic, family, social, mental health, physical health, 
and moral aspects. 

3. Alternatives for combating problematic drug use: the prisoner’s opinion about the 
various options for solving the problem of drug use in the prison.   
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VIII- Percentage of the target prison population with drug use problems and their 

treatment needs:  
 

As indicated above, This indicator should be based on each prisoner’s use history, 
developed taking into account dependence as specified in the International 
Classification of Diseases tenth edition, of the World Health Organization (ICD-10), 
and harmful use (which the Diagnostic Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders of the 
American Psychiatric Association, now in its fourth revised version, DSM IV-R, calls 
“abuse”). The information is based on data collected in questions cp 1 and cpc 8 
through cpc 13. Table 1 shows the diagnostic criteria of the WHO’s ICD-10.  
 
Analyzed in the context of the data, this indicator shows the existence of problematic 
use, which undoubtedly calls for treatment in all cases. It therefore gives us an idea of 
the parentage of all prisoners that need treatment, not just those that directly say so.  
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Table N°1 
Diagnostic guidelines for problematic use, according to the criteria of harmful 

use and dependence syndrome of the WHO’s ICD-10  
 
 

HARMFUL USE 
 

 
A-   A pattern of psychoactive substance use that is causing damage to health. The 

damage may be physical (as in cases of alcoholic hepatitis) or mental (e.g. 
episodes of depressive disorder secondary to heavy consumption of alcohol 

 
B- Furthermore, according to the WHO in said manual, harmful patterns of use are 

often criticized by others or by the culture, and often lead to a variety of socially 
negative consequences.  

 
 

DEPENDENCE SYNDROME 
 
 

A. A strong desire or sense of compulsion to take the substance. 
 

 
B. Difficulties in controlling substance-taking behavior in terms of its onset, 

termination, or levels of use. 
 
 
C. A physiological withdrawal state when substance use has ceased or been reduced, 

as evidenced by: the characteristic withdrawal syndrome for the substance; or use 
of the same (or a closely related) substance with the intention of relieving or 
avoiding withdrawal symptoms. 

 
D. Tolerance, such that increased doses of the psychoactive substances are required in 

order to achieve effects originally produced by lower doses. 
 
 
E. Progressive neglect of alternative pleasures or interests because of psychoactive 

substance use; increased amount of time necessary to obtain or take the substance 
or to recover from its effects. 

 
 
F. Persisting with substance use despite clear evidence of overtly harmful 

consequences, such as harm to the liver through excessive drinking or depressive 
mood states consequent to periods of heavy substance use. Efforts should be made 
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to determine that the user was actually, or could be expected to be, aware of the 
nature and extent of the harm. 

 
 
This indicator is established based on the weighted percentage value of each of the 
applicable questions with respect to a positive response regarding drug use, and the amount 
and frequency, as shown in the following table.  
 
 

Table N° 2 
Weighted percentage value of the questions used to define problematic consumption, 

indicating the potential risk of harm or problem  
 

 
QUESTION 

 
PERCENTAGE VALUE 

 
cp. 1 Considers the individual’s use history; the general 
parameter is a frequency of 2 or more times per month, 
and a quantity of 3 or more units per time. 

 
No = 0% 

Meets or exceeds 
established minimum 

frequency and quantity = 
15% 

 
 
cpc. 8 Explores the individual’s ability to control his or 
her drug use pattern.  
 

 
No= 0% 

Yes= 25% 

 
cpc. 9 Indicates the user’s ability to abstain after a drug 
use pattern has been established 
 

 
No= 0% 

Yes= 15% 
 

 
cpc. 10 Fstablishes the level of knowledge about the 
dangers of drug use and persistence of consumption in 
spite of it. It addresses the level of awareness and the 
manifest lack of control of risky use. 
 

 
No= 0% 
Yes= 5% 

 
cpc. 11 Essential to assess the risk of harm or problems 
from drug use.  
 

 
No= 0% 

Yes= 15% 

 
cpc. 12 Essential to assess the risk of harm or problems 
from drug use. Any need for inpatient treatment is a 
critical factor revealing the presence of a problem. 

 
No= 0% 
Si= 20% 
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cpc. 13 Essential for identifying the existence of 
treatment needs, based on awareness of the problem. This 
is not necessarily proportional to the potential harm or 
problem from drug use, because very subjective factors are 
involved.  

 
No= 0% 
Yes= 5% 

TOTAL 0 - 100% 
 
Percentages are assigned to the answers based on the weight of the response to determine 
the existence of risk of harm or problem, and that the use constitutes dependence.  
 
Based on the percentage assessment, the following categories are assigned to determine the 
seriousness of the potential risk or existing problem for each inmate surveyed: 
 
No risk:        0% -  5% 
Minimal harm risk and problem:     6% - 25%  
Slight harm risk and problem:   26% - 50%  
Moderate harm risk and problem:   51% - 75% 
Severe harm risk and problem:   76% - 100% 
 
Any level of potential harm or problem risk or problem calls for treatment, which must be 
compatible with existing recommendations and standards, depending on the level of 
complexity and intervention possible within the prisons. Outpatient treatment may be 
possible depending on the inmate’s legal status and the existence of support networks in the 
community.  
 
This scale, proposed in the context of research on the subject as an initial approach to the 
problem, will be tested for validation to determine its sensitivity and specificity. Its major 
contribution is that regardless of the substance used it can establish the need for treatment 
based on the quantified risk or problem with diagnostic criteria, through its use in the 
various studies that member states wishing to investigate the problem decide to carry out 
using this research proposal.  

 


