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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The General Secretariat of the Organization of the American States (GS/OAS)
through the Inter American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
commissioned this pilot study to firstly, assess the methodological issues, as
well as the validity and effectiveness of the survey instrument, and secondly,
to determine the relationship between drugs and crime in the community of
Grenada. The study was undertaken at Her Majesty’s Prison, Richmond Hill,
St. George’s, Grenada during the period of May, 2010.
The survey instrument which was designed by the OAS/CICAD was
previously tested in the Latin American countries. It was translated from its
original language, Spanish, into English for it to be tested in the English
speaking Caribbean. The translated survey instrument was piloted using a
25% random representative sample selection from the prison population.
The data collection exercise was conducted by a four (4) person team with
backgrounds in the social sciences field, over a two week period.
The survey found that the majority of the respondents were receptive to
participating in the exercise. There were two instruments being tested, Annex
1 (Convicted), and Annex 2 (Prisoners on Remand). The instruments
paralleled each other and hence the responses were similar. The questions
on the survey instrument were generally understood by the respondents.
However, a few questions proved to be challenging to the respondents, due to
the fact that they were either sensitive or ethically difficult to respond to. For
instance, family income in a Grenada context is not culturally specific.
Therefore, many of the respondents had no knowledge of their family income.
The findings revealed that 40% of the crimes committed by the respondents
occurred under the influence of drugs. The results also revealed that the
drug with the highest intoxication that resulted in crime was alcohol.
Another finding was sexual assault, physical assault, and malicious damage
11 | P a g e

were the crimes committed under the influence of drugs. Persons who had
committed the offences for the first time were also more likely to occur under
the influence of drugs than among persons with repeat offences. Additionally,
according the responses, drug use was very likely to continue after being
sentenced for the committed crimes.
In order to address the problems of drug use and crime, there must be
appropriate

treatment

and

rehabilitation

services

within

the

prison,

alternative recreational activities and opportunities for improving educational
level in the prison, and improved security in the prison.

These strategies

should be supported by drug prevention programs in the community. The
Prison Authority should ensure that these strategies are included in policies,
strategic plan, and monitoring and evaluation framework and in the
development of the linkages with other relevant stakeholders.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
CICAD was established in 1986 with one of its key roles being to serve as the
drug policy body in the Americas. To achieve its primary objective, the
commission employs multilateral strategies aimed at comprehensively
increasing the effectiveness of the Member States drug policies. As a result
of the intent to provide institutional support and development to Member
governments, projects like the Inter-American Drug Use Data System
Caribbean (SIDUC Caribbean) offer technical assistance to the Members.
Hence, one of the initiatives undertaken by the commission is to develop and
implement drug survey methodologies in its Member States.

In order to conduct drug related research, which would facilitate information
exchange among the Member governments, CICAD designed standardized
survey mechanisms. These tools were primarily used to collect scientific data
on drug consumption patterns of the various Member States population.
Consequently, the garnered data from the conducted exercises would be
applied to the planning, implementing, monitoring, and evaluating of the
members national drug policies.
Thus, in keeping with the CICAD’s mandate to promote and facilitate drug
related research, and with the assistance of the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade of the Government of Canada, the
commission embarked on an exercise to pilot a new protocol for drug use
surveys. The pilot study reviewed the drug use survey instrument thereby
contributing to the development of the protocol.
Her Majesty’s Prison, Richmond Hill, Grenada was chosen to be the pilot site
to launch and test the new protocol, during the period of June 2010 – July
2010. The collected data would serve to augment the existing protocols
13 | P a g e

managed by the Observatory Section. The relevant National Security body’s
consent was sought prior to the execution of the exercise. Having secured
the permission of the Prison Commissioner, logistical arrangements which
observed the need to maintain the security of the interviewers and prisoners
while simultaneously facilitating the need for privacy, was agreed upon by
both parties.

Challenges
The concerns that the CICAD sought to address with the launching of the
protocol were as follows:
•

Piloting an instrument which was originally designed for Latin America
in an English-speaking Caribbean country

•

The validity of the instrument

•

The reliability of the instrument

•

The replicability of the instrument
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CHAPTER 2
METHODOLOGY
Quantitative and qualitative methodologies were undertaken with the survey
being conducted among the prisoner population of Her Majesty’s Prison,
Richmond Hill, Grenada.

The quantitative approach involved random

representative sampling in a controlled setting on the prison compound.

2.1 Aim
The aim of the study was to:
To determine the relationship between drugs and crime
To identify the needs for treatment and rehabilitation
To provide policy makers with information to assist them in making
decisions.

2.2 Objectives
The objectives of the study were to:
•

Identify the sociodemographic profile of the adult prison population

•

Determine the prevalence rate of psychoactive substance use among
the adult (18 year old and above) prison population

•

Establish the patterns of psychoactive substance use of the sample
population

•

Establish the impact of drug use on the prison population individual
and family environments

•

Determine the link between criminal behavior and drug use

•

Determine the type of crimes linked to psychoactive substance use of
the prison population

•

Analyze

the

link

between

criminal

behavior

substance use of the identified prison population
15 | P a g e

and

psychoactive

•

Define the treatment needs of the prison population as a result of
problematic use of psychoactive substances use

•

Develop strategies to manage the problematic use of psychoactive
substances in the prison system and in high-risk groups.

2.3 Target Population
The target population was the prisoner population of Her Majesty’s Prison,
Richmond Hill, Grenada, who consisted of convicted and remand prisoners.
The size and population of the Richmond Hill prison is excellent for a pilot
study having a prison population of 407. The survey was conducted in the
enclosed in-house Board Room of the prison. During the interview process,
the Prison Officers would escort the prisoners to the interview room where
four respondents would be interviewed per each session.

2.4 Sample Size
The sample size was 104. From the prison population, a random sample of
25% was selected. In the case of the female population, an enumeration
method was used due to the fact their number was extremely small. In order
to maintain a representative sample, in anticipation that there might be
refusals, an additional 5% replacement sample was selected. Therefore, the
sample was a multi stage sampling combination of a simple random sample
(SRS) for the males and a census for the females.

2.5

Variables to be Measured and the Survey Questionnaire

The variables to be measured in the target population were as follows:
•

Socio-demographic

•

State of Imprisonment
o Family Members Criminal Activity

•

Perception of Drug Use

•

Drug Use
o Family Members Drug Use
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•

Changes in Consumption Patterns

•

Perception of the Relationship between Drugs and Crimes

•

Strategies to manage the situation of drug use in prison

The outcome of the survey was to determine the reliability and validity of the
instrument in a practical application in an English speaking Caribbean
island, prior to its implementation among other English speaking Caribbean
Member States.

2.6 Execution of the Survey
Four enumerators, all of whom had previous experience in data collection
were selected to conduct the survey. Due to the potentially sensitive nature
of the survey questions, careful selection and subsequent training of the
enumerators was done. The enumerators, who were all female, have varying
competencies in research, counseling and social work. Additionally, they
possessed the personalities that made the individuals comfortable, thereby
allaying the respondents' fears and engaging their willing participation.
During the two week period that the data collection process was executed,
the enumerators received questionnaire packages that consisted of the two
instruments, (4) convicted and (4) remand, and matching numbers of
consent forms.

As there was a scheduled number of prisoners to be

interviewed daily, the packages were replenished at the end of the interview
session daily.
All instruments used to collect data were brought into the office, the amount
distributed in the package to the enumerators were accounted for, and
entered into a Microsoft Excel 2010 database.
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2.7

Data Analysis and Report Generation

The Excel data were imported into the statistical software (SPSS 17.0)
database, for table generation and analysis. After analysis, the first draft
report was prepared and sent to the CICAD consulting officer for comments.
Suggestions for revisions were incorporated to generate the final report.
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CHAPTER 3
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS
Data collection was undertaken during the period of June 2010 – July 2010.
The sample size was 104 respondents, 72 convicted and 32 remand
prisoners, who resided at the Richmond Hill Prison in Grenada.

3.1 Geographic Distribution
The combined sample of respondents were mainly from Grenada 83.3% (70)
persons, Britain 4.8% (4) persons, Trinidad 6% (5) persons, and Jamaica
3.6% (3), Africa 1.19% (1), Honduras 1.2% (1) and Canada 2.4% (2) persons
(See Figure 1 below).

Figure 1: Geographical Distribution of Respondents in Richmond Hill
Prison
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3.2 Age Distribution
The age of prisoners at Grenada’s Prison ranges from 14 – 60 years old.
Within the sample, the age groups within the 18-45 range having the highest
number of prisoners (41%). The age distribution of the respondents is
categorized where 40.4% (42) persons were in the 18 – 29 age group, 41.4%
(43) in the 30 – 45 age group, and 18.3% (19) in the 46 – 60 age group.
Figure 2 represented the age distribution of the respondents.

Figure 2: Age Distribution of Respondents
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3.3 Gender Distribution
Within the sample of convicted prisoners selected for this study 90%, were
males and 10%, were females. Among the sample of prisoners on remand, all
were males. All of the female prisoners were included in the sample because
of the small number, compared to the number of male prisoners. Among the
respondents, 90.4 % (94) are male and 9.6 % (10) are female. Figure 3
represented the gender composition of the respondents.

Figure 3: Gender Distribution of the Respondents
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3.4 Marital Status
An examination of the marital status of convicted prisoners reveals that the
majority of the prisoners were married (78%). The remainder of the prisoners
were single (5%), widowed (5%), separated (4%), or in common law
relationships (8%). The following table showed the marital status of the
sample of convicted prisoners.

Table 1: Marital Status of Sample of Convicted Prisoners
Marital Status Frequency Percent
SINGLE

81

78.0

MARRIED

5

5.0

WIDOWED

5

5.0

COMMON LAW 9

8.0

SEPARATED

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

3.5 Education
Forty-four percent (44%) of convicted prisoners achieved up to primary
school level education (elementary education), with 27% completing primary
school. Forty-two percent (42%) attended secondary/high schools, with 18%
completing secondary school. The remaining 14% attended university (4%) or
technical or vocational schools (10%). Figure 4 showed the highest
educational attainment of the convicted prisoners.
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Figure 4: Educational Distribution of Convicted Prisoners
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3.6 Nationality
Sixty-seven percent (67%) of the respondents identified their nationality as
Grenadian and almost one-fifth of the sample did not understand the
question (17.0%). Eight percent of the convicted prisoners are from other
Caribbean islands namely Trinidad and Jamaica.

Figure 5 showed the

nationality distribution of the sample of the convicted prisoners.
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Figure 5: Nationality Distribution of the Convicted Prisoners
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3.7 Ethnicity
Sixty-six percent (66%) of the sample of convicted prisoners self-identified as
Black or Afro-Caribbean and 24% did not understand the question. The
following table showed the ethnic composition of convicted prisoners.

Table 2: Ethnicity of Convicted Prisoners
Ethnicity

Frequency Percent

BLACK OR AFRO-AMERICAN

1

1.0

BLACK OR AFRO-CARIBBEAN

69

66.0

ASIAN OR ORIENTAL

1

1.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

25

24.0

INDIGENOUS

1

1.0

OTHER

7

7.0

Total

104

100.0
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3.8 Religious Affiliation and Spirituality
Three questions were used to examine the spirituality of convicted
respondents. One question asked about their belief in a Spiritual Being,
another asked whether convicted prisoners practiced a religion and the third
question asked them to identify their religious affiliation.

3.8.1 Belief in Spiritual Being
Eleven percent (11%) did not understand the question about their belief in a
spiritual being and 81% affirmed that they believe in a Spiritual Being, see
Table 3:

Table 3: Convicted Prisoners Belief in Spiritual Being
Spiritual Belief

Frequency Percent

DID NOT UNDERSTAND 12

11.0

YES

84

81.0

NO

6

6.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0

3.8.2 Practicing a Religion
In relation to practicing a religion, 80.8% of them stated they believed in a
Spiritual Being, 5.8 % said no, 11.5 % did not understand, and 1.9% did not
respond.
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Figure 6: Spiritual Beliefs of the Respondents

3.8.3 Religious Practice
Sixty-seven percent (67%) of the convicted prisoners practiced a religion and
for some of them, the practice began with imprisonment. Thirty percent
(30%) did not practice any religion. See Table 4, showing the percentage of
convicted prisoners practicing religion. Three percent of respondents (3%) did
not understand the question.
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Table 4: Convicted Prisoners Practicing Religion
Practice Religion

Frequency Percent

DID NOT UNDERSTAND 3

3.0

YES

70

67.0

NO

31

30.0

Total

104

100.0

3.8.4 Religion
The religion most commonly practiced by convicted prisoners was Roman
Catholic (18%). Twenty-two percent (22%), of sampled prisoners identified
with one of the other traditional Christian religions. Rastafarian, Muslim and
Other religions accounts for 28% of the sample’s religious affiliation. For
32%, the question was not applicable, since they did not practice a religion.
Table 5 showed the religions affiliation of convicted prisoners.

Table 5: Religion Practiced by Prisoners
Religious Affiliation

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

33

32.0

RASTAFARIANISM

11

11.0

SDA

10

10.0

ANGLICAN

5

5.0

JEHOVAH WITNESS

4

4.0

MUSLIM

3

3.0

PENTECOSTAL

1

1.0

BEREAN

2

2.0

ROMAN CATHOLIC

19

18.0

OTHER

15

14.0

Total

104

100.0
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3.9 Trade and Profession
The professional training or trade of prisoners was examined. Forty-nine
percent (49%) of the respondents reported to possess some form of skilled
vocational training and 16% of them reported unskilled vocational training.
Seven percent (7%) of the sample identified themselves as professionals. The
remaining 11% of prisoners identified themselves as Athletes (2%), Students
(2%) and Artistes (7%). The following table 6 showed the skills level and trade
of respondents.

Table 6: Profession or Trade of Prisoners
Profession/Trade

Frequency

Percent

TECHNICAL

10

10.0

SELF-EMPLOYED

7

7.0

ATHLETICS

2

2.0

VOCATIONAL SKILLED

51

49.0

VOCATIONAL UNSKILLED

17

16.0

PROFESSIONAL

8

7.0

STUDENT

2

2.0

ARTISTE

7

7.0

Total

104

100.0

3.10 Employment Status
The employment status of sampled prisoners prior to imprisonment showed
that 56% were employed prior to imprisonment with 36% having full-time
employment and 20% having part-time employment. Twenty-eight percent
(28%) were involved in informal activities, 11% were unemployed, 3% did not
identify with their employment and 2% did not understand the question.
Table 7, showed the former employment status of prisoners.
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Table 7: Former Employment Status of Prisoners
Employment Status

Frequency Percent

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

2

2.0

UNEMPLOYED

12

11.0

PART-TIME EMPLOYED

21

20.0

FULL-TIME EMPLOYED

37

36.0

INFORMAL ACTIVITY (SELF-EMPLOYED) 29

28.0

OTHER

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

3.10.1 Prison Employment
Convicted prisoners and some prisoners on remand had prison jobs and
earned some income. Seventy-six percent (66%) of them reported that they
had worked or were working while in prison and 23% of them reported that
they did not work while imprisoned. The following table depicted the number
of prisoners who engaged in some form of work activity at the prison.

Table 8: Number of Prisoners with Prison Jobs
Work at Prison

Frequency Percent

DID NOT UNDERSTAND 1

1.0

YES

79

76.0

NO

24

23.0

Total

104

100.0

3.10.2 Prison Jobs
Prison jobs included cooking, cleaning, education (teaching), farming,
animal-husbandry

and

limited

office/receptionist

duties,

woodwork,

carpentry and masonry. Twenty-three percent (23%) of convicted prisoners
did not undertake prison jobs. Thirty percent (30%) did odd or other jobs
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where teaching and cleaning were the other two most often performed jobs.
The following table depicted the number of persons employed in each areas of
employment undertaken by convicted prisoners at the prison.

Table 9: Prison Income Activities performed by Prisoners
Prison Income Activities Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

24

23.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

COOKING

7

7.0

CLEANING

12

12.0

EDUCATION

28

27.0

OTHER

31

30.0

Total

104

100.0

3.11 Income
3.11.1 Income Prior to Imprisonment
Seventy-six percent (76%) of the convicted prisoners reported that prior to
imprisonment they earned an income of less than US$500.00 per month.
Table 10 showed the income earned by prisoners prior to imprisonment.

Table 10: Prisoners Monthly Income (Calculated in US$) before Imprisonment
Income Before Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

2

2.0

< 500 USD

79

76.0

500-600 USD

3

3.0

900-1000 USD

1

1.0

1000-> USD

8

7.0

DID NOT KNOW

4

4.0

DID NOT RESPOND

7

7.0

Total

104

100.0
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3.11.2 Income since imprisonment
Since imprisonment, 48% reported that they earned an income from the jobs
they had in prison. Forty-six percent (46%) stated that they did not receive
an income from the prison. The following table showed number of prisoners
receiving income from prison jobs.

Table 11: Number of Prisoners with income from Prison Jobs
Income in Prison

Frequency Percent

YES

50

48.0

NO

48

46.0

DID NOT KNOW

5

5.0

DID NOT RESPOND 1

1.0

Total

100.0

104

Forty-six percent (46%) earned between US$1-99.00 per month, 2% of them
earned more than US$100.00 per month, and for fifty-one percent (51%) the
question was not applicable.

Table 12 showed the number of prisoners

earning an income from prison jobs.

Table 12: Monthly Income (Calculated in US$) Earned from Prison Jobs
Monthly Income earned in Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

53

51.0

0-99 USD

48

46.0

100 - > USD

2

2.0

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0
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3.12 Family-Life Status
Sixty-one percent (61%) of prisoners reported to have children, with 51%
having 1-4 children and 10% of them having 5 and more children. Thirtynine percent (39%) of the sample had no children. Table 13 showed prisoners
with children.

Table 13: Sampled Prisoners with Children
Have Children Number Percent
YES

63

61.0

NO

41

39.0

Total

104

100.0

Table 14: Number of Children of Prisoners
Number of Children Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

41

39.0

1-4 CHILDREN

53

51.0

5-8 CHILDREN

9

9.0

9-> CHILDREN

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

Thirty-nine percent (39%) of the children of convicted prisoners were between
the ages 0-17 years old and 18% of the children were 18 years and over.
Thirty-nine percent (39%) of the sample did not have children and 3% did not
know the ages of their children.
children of the prisoners.
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Table 15 showed the age distribution of

Table 15: Ages of Prisoners Children
Ages of Children

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE 41

39.0

0-17 YEARS

41

39.0

18-> YEARS

19

18.0

DID NOT KNOW

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

3.13 Family Ties
Seventy-eight percent (78%) of the sample of prisoners reported that they
maintained ties with family members and 21% did not maintain ties with
family members. Table 16 showed the number of respondents who
maintained ties with family-members.

Table 16: Convicted Prisoners Ties with Family Members
Maintain Ties with Family Frequency Percent
DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

YES

81

78.0

NO

22

21.0

Total

104

100.0

3.14 Family Income
Most of the respondents were unable to provide information about family
income. Sixty-one percent (61%) of them reported that they did not know
their family’s monthly income. For another 13 % percent of the respondents
this question was not applicable. Of the remaining 24% of respondents, more
than one half (13%) reported family income of less than US$500.00 and 7%
of them reported family income of over US$500.00 per month.

The following

table 17 depicted the monthly income of family members of convicted
prisoners.
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Table 17: Monthly Income of Family of Sampled Prisoners
Monthly Family Income Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

13

13.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

2

2.0

< 500 USD

13

13.0

500-999 USD

3

3.0

1000-> USD

4

4.0

DID NOT KNOW

63

61.0

DID NOT RESPOND

6

6.0

Total

104

100.0
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CHAPTER 4
RESULTS & ANALYSIS OF DRUG AND CRIME IN GRENADA

4.1

Results

Her Majesty’s Prison, Grenada has one compound with two Prison facilities
located on the compound. One facility houses the female prisoners and the
other houses male prisoners. As of May 2010, there were 397 prisoners in
the male prison and 12 prisoners in the female prison, totaling 409
prisoners. Of this number, 291 were convicted and serving out their time and
118 were on remand and awaiting trial or awaiting sentencing.

4.1.2 Imprisonment Status
Fifty-one percent (51%) of the current prisoners at Her Majesty’s Prison in
Grenada are repeated offenders and 49% reported that the crime for which
they

are

currently

imprisoned

is

the

first.

Table

18,

showed

the

imprisonment history of the sample of current prisoners, (convicted and
remand).

Table 18: Imprisonment History of Prisoners
Imprisonment History Frequency Percent
FIRST TIME

51

49.0

REPEAT OFFENDER

53

51.0

Total

104

100.0

Convicted Prisoners are currently imprisoned for a range of crimes from
malicious damage to capital crimes. Thirty percent of the convicted (30%) are
imprisoned for stealing and robbery, which are the most common crimes
committed among convicted prisoners. Twenty percent of them (20%) are
imprisoned for sexual and physical assault. Eighteen percent of them (18%)
are imprisoned for capital crimes and 14% of them are imprisoned for drug
crimes. The category ‘other’ covers such offences as counterfeiting, obscene
language, and receiving/unlawful possession of stolen property.
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Table 23

provided a description of the type of crimes committed by Convicted
Prisoners.

Table 19: Type of Offence Committed by Convicted Prisoners.
Type of Crime

Frequency Percent

SEXUAL ASSAULT

6

6.0

PHYSICAL ASSAULT

15

14.0

ROBBERY

9

9.0

STEALING

16

15.0

MALICIOUS DAMAGE 2

2.0

CAPITAL CRIME

13

12.5

DRUG CRIME

10

10.0

OTHER

11

10.5

DNR/DNU/NA

22

21.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.3 Length of Sentence
Two-thirds of the sampled prisoners (67%) had sentences up to two years,
with 44% being one year or less. Almost three-quarter of the sample had
sentences of five years or less (74%) and twenty percent (20%) had sentences
of over five years with 12% of that being sentences of over 10 years. Table 20
showed the terms of sentence of the sampled population.
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Table 20: Length of Sentences of Prisoners
Length of Sentence Frequency Percent
<1 YEAR

46

44.0

1-2 YEARS

24

23.0

2-3 YEARS

7

7.0

3-4 YEARS

2

2.0

4-5 YEARS

5

5.0

5-6 YEARS

2

2.0

6-7 YEARS

4

4.0

7-8 YEARS

1

1.0

10-> YEARS

12

12.0

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

Seventy-nine percent (79%) of the convicted prisoners had served up to two
years of their sentences with 60% of them had already served less than one
year of their sentence. While 17% of the sample had sentences of over ten
years, 4% have already served ten years or more of their sentence. The
following table showed the period of term already served by convicted
prisoners.
Table 21: Number of Years of Sentence Already Served by Convicted Prisoners (Convicted
only)
Sentence Already Served Frequency Percent
<1 YEAR

43

59.7

1-2 YEARS

14

19.4

2-3 YEARS

4

5.6

3-4 YEARS

4

5.6

4-5 YEARS

1

1.4

7-8 YEARS

2

2.8

10-> YEARS

3

4.2

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.4

Total

72

100.0
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Forty-seven percent (47%) of prisoners started their criminal activity between
the ages 18 – 29, with 13% initiating their criminal activities before age
seventeen. The absence of a juvenile facility in Grenada meant that no
special provisions have been made for juvenile in Grenada prison system.
When asked about the Juvenile facility all but one reported that they had not
spent time at any juvenile center. One respondent refused to answer that
question. The following table showed the age at which prisoners initiated
criminal behavior.

Table 22: Age of Initiate Criminal Behavior
Age Initiate Criminal Behavior Frequency Percent
0-17 YEARS

14

13.0

18-29 YEARS

49

47.0

30-45 YEARS

25

24.0

46-60 YEARS

6

6.0

DID NOT KNOW

6

6.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

Forty-nine percent of prisoners (49%) reported that they had committed other
previous offences and 49% reported to have had no previous offences. Table
27 depicted the history of criminal behavior by prisoners. The following table
showed the number of previous offences committed by prisoners.

Table 23: Prisoners and Previous Offences
Other Previous Offences Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

2

2.0

YES

51

49.0

NO

51

49.0

Total

104

100.0
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Stealing and physical assault, were the two top crimes committed both
currently and previously by convicted prisoners. Of the forty-nine percent
(49%) reporting previous crimes, 17% of these offences were robbery and
stealing.

Eighteen percent of the offences (18%) were physical and sexual

abuse and six percent (6%) were drug crimes. The following table showed the
nature of previous offences committed by convicted prisoners. For 50% of the
sample, there were no previous offences reported.

Table 24: Previous Offences Committed by Prisoners
Nature of Other Previous Offences Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

52

50.0

SEXUAL ASSAULT

7

7.0

PHYSICAL ASSAULT

11

11.0

ROBBERY

6

6.0

STEALING

12

12.0

MALICIOUS DAMAGE

2

2.0

DRUG CRIME

6

6.0

OTHER

5

5.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.4 Family Members and Crime
Twenty-two percent of prisoners (22%) reported that they did have family
members with a history of crime with 6% of them either did not know or
refused this question. Seventy-three percent (73%) reported that their family
members did not have a history of crime. The following table showed the
family members with a history of crime and the number of prisoners with
family members who had a history of crime.

39 | P a g e

Table 25: Family Members with Offences
Family Members

Frequency

Percent

YES

23

22.0

NO

76

73.0

DID NOT KNOW

4

4.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

72

100.0

with Offences

The other family members with offences were primarily male members of the
family with 2% of prisoners identifying their fathers as having committed
criminal offences. The offences committed by fathers were physical assault
and other crimes. Ten percent of respondents (10%) identified their brothers
as having committed criminal offences. The crimes most commonly
committed by brothers were stealing, drug crime and physical assault. Other
family members were identified by 10% of the respondents. The crimes most
commonly associated with other family members were physical assault, drug
crime, capital and other crimes. For the 3% of respondents identifying uncles
as committing crimes, the crime most commonly committed by them were
drug crimes. The following table showed the percentage of family members
with a history of crime.
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Table 26: Percentage of Respondents with Family Members who Committed Crimes
Family Member

N/A

Yes- Crime DNR / DNK

Father

73.5 2.0

4.3

Mother

73.5 0.0

1.0

Brother

73.5 10.0

1.0

Uncle

73.5 3.0

2.0

Grandfather

73.5 0.0

2.0

Other Family Member 73.5 10.2

2.0

4.1.5 Perception of In-mates Drugs of Choice:
4.1.5.1 First Drug of Choice
According to respondents, the drug most commonly used by fellow inmates
was marijuana. Fifty-four percent of respondents (54%) identified marijuana
as the drug most commonly used by inmates and 38% identified tobacco. The
following table showed the ranking by respondents of the types of drug most
commonly used by their fellow inmates. The following table and chart
depicted respondents’ perception of the first drug of choice of fellow inmates.

Table 27: Drugs Most often used by Inmates
Drugs Used Most Often By Fellow Inmates Frequency Percent
MARIJUANA

56

54.0

COCAINE

1

1.0

TOBACCO

39

38.0

ALCOHOL

1

1.0

DID NOT KNOW

2

3.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

3.0

Total

104

100.0
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Figure 7: Respondent’s First Choice Perception of Drug Use by Fellow Inmates

4.1.5.2 Second Drug of Choice
When asked about the second drug of choice by inmates, one third of the
respondents think that second ranking is held by tobacco (34%), while 24 %
thinks the second most used drugs by fellow inmates is marijuana. Sixteen
percent of the respondents did not respond to this question, and another 15
percent did not know. The following table and chart show respondents’
perception of the second drug of choice of inmates.
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Table 28: Second Drug of Choice of Inmates
Second Choice of Drugs Used by Fellow Inmates Frequency Percent
MARIJUANA

25

24.0

TOBACCO

35

34.0

ALCOHOL

9

9.0

DID NOT KNOW

16

15.0

DID NOT RESPOND

17

16.0

Total

104

100.0

FIGURE 8: Respondent’s Second Choice Perception of Drug Use by Fellow Inmates
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4.1.6 Drug Use in Prison
4.1.6.1 Drug-Users in Prison
Respondents were asked to provide an estimate of the number of their fellow
inmates who are using drugs while in prison. More than one half (59.0%),
reported that many inmates use drugs in prison and 26% estimated that a
few of the inmates use drugs. Five percent (5%) thought that all inmates used
drugs and another 8% either refused to answer the question or did not know.
The following table showed the estimates by sampled prisoners of drug users
among their fellow inmates.

Table 29: Estimates of Drug Users in Prison
Estimates of Drug Users While in Prison Frequency Percent
ALL

5

5.0

MANY

61

59.0

FEW

27

26.0

NONE

3

3.0

DID NOT KNOW

5

5.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.2 Effect of Drug-Use on Fellow In-mates
Sixty-five percent of the respondents (65%) were not affected by the drug use
of fellow inmates and 29% of them reported being affected by their fellow inmates use of drugs. Five percent of respondents (5%) chose not to respond to
this question or did not know whether they are being affected by the drug
use of fellow inmates.
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Table 30: Prisoners affected by Drug Use by Fellow In-mates
Affected by Drug Use of Fellow Inmates Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

1

1.4

YES

30

29.0

NO

68

65.0

DID NOT KNOW

3

3.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

3.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.3 Acquisition of Drugs in Prison
Twenty-eight percent of prisoners (28%) considered it easy to acquire drugs
while in prison with another 12% considered it very easy. Twenty-seven
percent (27%) considered it difficult to acquire drugs while in prison with
14% of them considered it very difficult. Thirty-four percent of the sample
(34%) refused to answer the question or did not know.

Table 31: Level of Difficulty to Acquire Drugs While In Prison
Drug Acquisition in Prison Frequency Percent
VERY EASY

12

12.0

EASY

29

28.0

DIFFICULT

18

17.0

VERY DIFFICULT

10

10.0

DID NOT KNOW

29

28.0

DID NOT RESPOND

6

6.0

Total

104

100.0
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4.1.6.4 History of Drug use
When prisoners were asked whether fellow inmates used drugs before serving
time in prison, 4% said no with 72 % affirming that fellow in-mates used
drugs before imprisonment. Thirteen percent (13%) of them was uncertain
and 12% of them said they did not know whether fellow inmates used drugs
before serving time in prison. The following table shows prisoner’s judgment
on whether fellow in-mates used drugs before imprisonment.

Table 32: Fellow Inmates Drug Use before Prison
Fellow Inmates Drug Use Before Prison Frequency Percent
YES

75

72.0

NO

4

4.0

MAYBE

13

12.

DID NOT KNOW

12

12

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.5 Reason for Drug Use
Respondents were given a range of possible reasons why fellow inmates were
using drugs and were asked the extent to which they agreed with each
explanation. Two-thirds of the respondents (67%), agreed that fellow inmates
use drugs to calm their nerves. A common sentiment shared by many
respondents was the belief that the availability and use of a small quantity of
drugs while in prison was one of the main explanations for the relatively
peaceful nature of Grenada’s prison. Respondents reported that when fellow
inmates did not have any drugs they were disruptive, restless and violent but
when drugs were available they were calm, they meditated and were generally
peaceful. Other key explanations by convicted prisoners for the use of drugs
by fellow inmates included they liked it (66%); to feel good (63%) and to
escape problems (56%). The explanations least favored by convicted prisoners
were to increase privileges (15%) and to increase control and authority (24%).
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The following table showed the most and least favored explanation of
prisoners about the reasons for drug-use by fellow inmates.

Table 33: Explanations for Fellow Inmates Use of Drugs
Fellow Inmates Reason for Drug Use Frequency Percent
To Escape Problems

58

56.0

Because of Family Problems

50

48.0

To Calm Nerves

70

67.0

To Sleep

46

44.0

Nothing else to do

42

40.0

To feel good

66

63.0

Because they like it

69

66.0

Because of peer pressure

38

37.0

To increase control and authority

25

24.0

To increase privileges

16

15.0

Acceptance by fellow Inmates

45

43.0

4.1.6.6 Perceived Relationship Between Violence in Prison and Drug Use
Prisoners were asked to rate the extent to which the violence in prison was
related to drug use. Forty-two percent of them (42%) disagreed that any
relationship existed between the violence in prison and drug use, and
another 11 % of them either did not know or did not respond. Forty-seven
percent of them (47%) agreed to varying extent that violence in prison was
related to drug use. Twenty-four percent of them (24%) agreed slightly and
another 12% of them agreed moderately that the violence in prison was
related to drug use and 11% of them agreed from very much, to excessively
so. Table 34 showed prisoners’ ratings of the relationship between prison
violence and drug use.
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Table 34: Extent to which Violence in Prison is related to Drug Use
Violence In Prison Related to Drug Use Frequency Percent
DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

NO

44

42.0

SLIGHTLY

25

24.0

MODERATELY

12

12.0

VERY MUCH SO

9

9.0

EXCESSIVELY SO

2

2.0

DID NOT KNOW

8

8.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.7 Perceived Relationship Between Imprisonment and Increase Use
of Drugs
Respondents were asked to evaluate the extent to which imprisonment
increases their fellow in-mates’ drug use. Fifty percent (50%) disagree with
the notion that imprisonment increases in-mates drug use. Eight percent did
not respond, did not understand or refused to answer. Of the 42% who
agreed that imprisonment increases drug use, 24% agreed only slightly or
moderately and 18% agreed very much or excessively. The following table
showed prisoners assessment of the extent to which imprisonment increases
inmate drug use.
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Table 35: Extent to which imprisonment increases Inmates Drug Use
Imprisonment Increases Inmates Drug Use Frequency Percent
DID NOT UNDERSTAND

2

2.0

NO

52

50.0

SLIGHTLY

16

15.0

MODERATELY

9

9.0

VERY MUCH SO

16

15.0

EXCESSIVELY SO

3

3.0

DID NOT KNOW

5

5.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.8 Types of Drugs Used
Nine named drugs were identified and respondents’ life–time prevalence of
drug use was measured for each of the nine drugs. Unspecified drugs were
placed into a category called ‘other’ for the purpose of this study. The three
most commonly used drugs by convicted prisoners were marijuana (76%),
tobacco (67%) and alcohol (51%). No respondent used Heroin, Inhalants and
Basuco. One respondent used prescription drugs, 8% of respondents used
crack, and another 10% of them used cocaine. The following table showed
the type of drugs used by convicted prisoners and the percentage of users
among sampled prisoners.
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Table 36: Type of Drugs and Number of Respondents Using Drugs
Drugs used by Respondents Frequency Percent
MARIJUANA

79

76.0

COCAINE

10

10.0

CRACK

08

8.0

HEROIN

0.0

0.0

TOBACCO

70

67.0

ALCOHOL

53

51.0

BASUCO

00

0.0

INHALANT

00

0.0

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

01

1.0

OTHER DRUGS

0.0

0.0

4.1.6.9 History of Drug Use
Prisoners reported that they consumed three types of drugs in the past
month prior to the interview. The drugs used were marijuana, tobacco and
alcohol. Five percent of the sample (5%) used alcohol in the past month
revealing that they have found crude ways of making wine while in prison,
thus the source of the alcohol. Twenty-four hours before the interview for
this study, 50% and 30% of prisoners used tobacco and marijuana
respectively. Those were the only two drugs reportedly used by convicted
prisoners 24 hours prior to the interview for this study. Thirty-nine percent
(39%) of alcohol users have had alcohol in the past year or more. The nine
percent of the sample (9%) who used cocaine have used that drug in the last
year and more and so too for 35 % of marijuana users, 13% of tobacco users
and 1% of prescription drug users. The following table showed the frequency
and types of drug used by prisoners.
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Table 37: Drug Use by Convicted Prisoners
In the
Drugs used by Not

Last

Respondents

24

applicable

In

the

Last

hours

month

In

More

the

than

Last

1

year

year

DNR DNK

MARIJUANA

24.0

30.0

11.0

13.0

22.0

1.0

0.0

COCAINE

90.0

0.0

0.0

4.0

5.0

0.0

1.0

CRACK

93.0

0.0

0.0

3.0

2.0.0

1.0

0.0

HEROIN

99.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

TOBACCO

34.0

50.0

5.0

7.0

6.0

1.0

0.0

ALCOHOL

40.0

0.0

6.0

17.0

22.0

2.1

0.0

BASUCO

96.2

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

INHALANT

100.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

97.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

98.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS
OTHER DRUGS

4.1.6.10 Age of Initiation of Drug Use
The age of first drug use ranged from 7 to 47 years. Of the 78% of
respondents who used marijuana,

54% started using the drug before age

18, and the other 17% of them started between the ages 18 – 29. Of the 72%
of tobacco users, 40% of them started using tobacco before the age of 18,
another 26% of them started between ages 18 -29 and the other 4% of them
started at ages 30 and above. Sixty percent of the respondents (60%) used
alcohol. For 40 % of these respondents alcohol used began before age 18 and
for 11 percent alcohol use began between the ages 18 – 29. One respondent
each reported to have started using cocaine and crack before age 18, with 6%
using crack between the ages 18-29 and one respondent between the ages
46-60. Several respondents refused to answer or did not know when they
first started drug use.
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Table 38: Age of First Drug Use by Type of Drug
Age of 1st. Drugs

18

- 30

– 46

29

45

60

Years

Years

Years

57.0

13.0

2.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

90.0

1.0

6.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

3.0

CRACK

92.0

1.0

4.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

1.4

HEROIN

99.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.4

TOBACCO

34.0

38.0

23.0

1.0

1.0

0.0

3.0

ALCOHOL

50.0

31.0

10.0

2.0

0.0

0.0

7.0

BASUCO

96.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

4.0

97.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

98.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

Not

0 -17

applicable

years

MARIJUANA

26.0

COCAINE

Use

by

Respondents

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS
OTHER DRUGS

–

Over
60

DNR/DNK

4.1.6.11 Amount of Drug Consumed
Thirty-seven percent (37%) of marijuana users, consumed on average, less
than one joint on each occasion, and twenty-eight percent used on average
one or more joints at each occasion. The highest number of joints consumed
by a respondent is 6. Most tobacco users smoked over three cigarettes at
each occasion. The alcohol and other drugs were very difficult to measure as
the drinks have different levels of alcohol content. N.B. This was a difficult
question to answer due to the fact that there are different unit measurements
per drug.
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Table 39: Amount of Drugs Used by Respondents per Occasion
Average
Drugs

Amount
Used

at

of
each

Occasion

Not
applicable

Less
than

1-3

one

Over
3

DNR DNK

MARIJUANA

24.0%

37.0

19.0 9.0

9.0

2.0

COCAINE

90.0

1.0

5.0

1.0

3.0

1.0

CRACK

92.0

3.0

0.0

1.0

2.0

2.0

HEROIN

99.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

TOBACCO

34.0

14.0

15.0 32.0

2.0

3.0

ALCOHOL

50.0

22.0

14.0 7.0

2.0

6.0

BASUCO

96.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

1.0

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

97.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

2.0

0.0

OTHER DRUGS

98.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

0.0

4.1.6.12 Consumption Pattern of Drugs
The drug usage rates of the respondents were measured. The drug with the
highest daily consumption was tobacco (33%), followed by marijuana (24%)
and alcohol (13%). On a weekly basis marijuana was used by 15% of
respondents alcohol was used by 13% of them and tobacco was used by 10%
of respondents. On a monthly basis marijuana is used by 18% of
respondents, alcohol by 16% and tobacco by 11% of the respondents. For the
other drugs, the convicted prisoners either did not respond to the question or
the number of persons using the other drugs was small. The following table
showed the frequency of Drug Use by type of drug.
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Table 40: Frequency of Drug Use by Type of Drug
Frequency

of

Drugs use by type
of Drug

1-12
Not

Times

applicable

per
year

1

–

6

Times

Daily DNR DNK

per week

MARIJUANA

24.0

18.0

15.0

24.0

9.0

1.4

COCAINE

90.0

1.0

3.0

4.0

1.0

2.8

CRACK

92.0

1.0

3.0

4.0

1.0

0.0

HEROIN

99.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

0.0

TOBACCO

34.0

11.0

10.0

33.0

4.0

0.0

ALCOHOL

50.0

16.0

13.0

13.0

4.0

0.0

BASUCO

96.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

4.0

0.0

97.0

1.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

0.0

98.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

0.0

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS
OTHER DRUGS

4.1.6.13 Consumption Pattern of Drugs in Prison
Respondents were asked to report on the drugs they consumed while being
in prison. One third of respondents (33%) percent acknowledged that they
had used marijuana while in prison. None of the respondents acknowledged
using heroin, cocaine, Basuco or other drugs while in prison. Sixty-one
percent of respondents (61%) used tobacco and 10% of them used alcohol
while in prison. The following table showed the type of drugs consumed while
in prison.
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Table 41: Types of Drugs Consumed in Prison

Drug

Consumed Not

Yes

No

Consumed

Consumed

Drugs

in Drugs

Prison

Prison

in

No

While in Prison

Applicable

Response

MARIJUANA

24.0

41.0

33.0

3.0

COCAINE

90.0

0.0

9.0

1.0

CRACK

92.0

1.0

7.0

1.0

HEROIN

99.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

TOBACCO

14.0

61.0

24.0

1.0

ALCOHOL

67.0

10.0

17.0

6.0

BASUCO

99.0

0.0

0.0

1.0

PRESCRIPTION

97.0

1.0

0.0

2.0

98.0

0.0

0.0

2.0

DRUGS
OTHER DRUGS

4.1.6.14 History of Initiation into Drugs
More than one half of the respondents got involved in drug use through
friends (51%), while 27% of the respondents got involved in using drugs on
his/her own. The relationships that were least involved in influencing drug
use by respondents were neighbors, acquaintances and mothers. The
following table showed the percentage of respondents who were influenced by
different relationships to get involved in drug use.
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Table 42: Respondents Influence for Involvement in Drug Use.
How Got Involved In Drug Use

% Yes

ON OWN

27.0

THROUGH FRIENDS

51.0

FATHER

4.0

MOTHER

2.0

BROTHER

4.0

OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS

8.0

NEIGHBORS

2.0

ACQUAINTANCES

2.0

OTHERS

5.0

4.1.6.15 Reasons for Initiating Drug Use
Respondents were provided with a list of possible reasons that could account
for their decision to use drugs. Recognizing that multiple reasons could be
identified by any one respondent, provisions were made for up to three key
reasons. The three most often cited reasons by respondents were curiosity
23%, like using drugs 20%, to feel good 14.0% and because of peer pressure
(12.0%). The reasons least mentioned were family pressure 3.0%, to belong to
a group (5.0%), and to feel courageous (4.0%).
Table 43: Respondent Reasons for Using Drugs
Reasons for Using Drugs

% Yes

CURIOUSITY

23.0

PEER PRESSURE

12.0

TO BELONG TO GROUP

5.0

FAMILY PRESSURE

3.0

TO FEEL COURAGEOUS

4.0

ESCAPE REALITY

5.0

LIKE USING DRUGS

20.0

TO FEEL GOOD

14.0

OTHER REASONS

14.0
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4.1.6.16 Experience in Quitting Drug Use
Two-thirds of the prisoners (67%) claimed that they had tried to quit the use
of drugs. Twenty-one percent (21%) of them said that they had not tried to
quit and for 12% of the respondents this question was either not applicable
or the respondents chose not to answer. The following table and chart
showed the percentage of respondents who had tried quitting drug.

Table 44: Percentage of Respondents who have Tried Quitting Drugs
Respondents have Tried Quitting Drugs

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

11

11.0

YES

70

67.0

NO

22

21.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

4.1.6.17 Perception of Addiction to Drug as a Disease
The majority of respondents thought that excessive urge for a drug is a
disease. Seventy-five percent of respondents (75%) thought that drug
addiction was a disease and 19% do not think so. The following table showed
the percentage of respondents who considered drug addiction a disease.

Table 45: Percentage of Respondents who think that Addiction is a Disease
Respondents - Addiction is a Disease Frequency Percent
DID NOT UNDERSTAND

2

2.0

YES

78

75.0

NO

20

19.0

DID NOT KNOW

2

2.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0
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4.1.6.18 Family Members and Drug Use
Respondents were asked about drug use among family members. Forty-five
percent of prisoners (45%) reported that their brothers were drug users.
Twenty-four percent (24%) identified their fathers and 16% of them reported
their uncles as drug users.

Eight percent of respondents (8%) identified

other family members as drug users. Sisters and grandmothers were not
identified by respondents as drug users.

Table 46: Family Members and Drug Use
Relatives and Drug Use

% Yes

FATHER

24.0

MOTHER

6.0

BROTHER

45.0

UNCLE

16.0

GRANDFATHER

1.0

OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS

8.0

The drugs identified by respondents as the ones most commonly used by
family members were marijuana (58%), alcohol (43%) and tobacco (32%).
Eleven percent of respondents (11%) claimed that family members used
cocaine. The drugs that were not used by family members according to
respondents were heroin, Basuco and other drugs.

The following is the

percentage of respondents who reported that family members used crack
(4%), inhalants (1%), and abused prescription drugs (1%). The following table
showed type of drugs used by family members of the respondents.
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Table 47: Types of Drugs used by Family Members
Drugs Used by Family Members

Consume Drugs

MARIJUANA

58.0

COCAINE

11.0

CRACK

4.0

HEROIN

0.0

INHALANTS

1.0

TOBACCO

32.0

ALCOHOL

44.0

BASUCO

0.0

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

1.0

OTHER DRUGS

0.0

4.1.7 Drug Consumption in Prison
Sixty-seven percent of prisoners (67%) claimed that they are consuming
drugs while in prison and 25% of them are consuming drugs while in prison.
Eight percent of the respondents (8%) either did not respond or the question
was not applicable to them. The following table showed the percentage of
prisoners who use drugs in prison.

Table 48: Percentage of Prisoners with Drugs Use in Prison
Respondent's Consumption of Drugs in Prison

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

7.0

YES

67.0

NO

25.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1.0

Total

100.0
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Most of the respondents (79%), did not initiate drug use in prison. No more
than 10% of them started to use drugs for the first time in prison and 3% of
them did not respond to the question.

Table 49: Percentage of Respondents who started using drugs in Prison
Respondent Initiated Drug Use in Prison

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

9

9.0

YES

10

10.0

NO

82

79.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

Of the 10% of respondents who initiated drug use in prison, 3% of the
respondents were between the ages 18-29, 6% of them were between the ages
30 – 45 and 2% of them were in the 46-60 age groups.

Table 50: Percentage of Respondents who Initiated Drug Use in Prison by Age
Age of Initiation of Drug Use in Prison

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

91

87.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

18-29 YEARS

3

3.0

30-45 YEARS

6

6.0

46-60 YEARS

2

2.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

Thirty-one percent (31%) of the respondents claimed that they changed the
type of drugs they used since imprisonment.

Table 51 showed the

percentage of respondents who changed drug use in prison.
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Table 51: Percentage of Respondents who Changed Drug Use in Prison
Respondent Changed Drug Use in Prison

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

14

13.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

5

5.0

YES

32

31.0

NO

47

45.0

DID NOT RESPOND

6

6.0

Total

104

100.0

Twelve percent of respondents (12%) changed to tobacco, 8% of them
changed to marijuana, 6% of them changed to alcohol, 2% changed to
cocaine and 1% of them did not state the type of drug.

Seven percent of

them (7%) could not respond to the question. Table 52 showed the
percentage of respondents who changed drug use by the type of drugs
changed to during imprisonment.

Table 52: Percentage of Respondents who Changed Drug Use by the Type of Drugs Changed
To
Respondent Changed Drug Use in Prison to:

Percent

MARIJUANA

8.0

COCAINE

2.0

TOBACCO

12.0

CRACK

0.0

HEROIN

0.0

INHALANT

0.0

ALCOHOL

6.0

PRESCRIPTION

0.0

OTHER

1.0

DNR

7.0
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Twenty percent of respondents (20%) reported that they had reinitiated drug
use in prison.

Table 53 showed the percentage of respondents who

reinitiated drug use in prison.

Table 53: Percentage of Respondents who Reinitiated Drug Use in Prison
Drug Use Reinitiated or Relapsed in Prison

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

14

13.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

5

5.0

YES

21

20.0

NO

59

57.0

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

Twenty-nine percent of the respondents (29%) reported that their drug use
urges them to keep consuming drugs.

Table 54 showed the percentage of

drug users who experiences to urge to continue consuming drugs.

Table 54: Percentage of Drug Users who Experienced the Urge to Continue Consuming
Drug Use Urges Respondent to Keep Consuming

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

11

11.0

YES

30

29.0

NO

57

55.0

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.0

DID NOT RESPOND

5

5.0

Total

104

100.0

62 | P a g e

Seventy-seven percent (77%) of drug users said that they could stop
consuming drugs without much effort. Table 55 revealed the percentage of
drug users who believed that they could stop using drugs with no effort.

Table 55: Percentage of Drug Users who can stop use Drugs with No Effort
Drug User Can Stop Consuming without Effort

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

11

11.0

YES

80

77.0

NO

12

11.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

Thirty-eight percent of respondents (38%) claimed that they could stop using
drugs for ten years or more, 25% of them indicated that they could not
remain over one year without using drugs, and 7% of them stated that they
could remain between 1-5 years without using drugs. The following table
showed the time frame respondents stated that they could stay without using
drugs.

Table 56: Time Drug Users can stay without Using Drugs
Time Drug User Can Abstain without Using Drugs Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

21

20.0

< 1 YEAR

26

25.0

1-5 YEARS

7

7.0

10> YEARS

40

38.0

DID NOT KNOW

2

2.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0
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Seventy percent of respondents (70%) indicated that they were aware that
drug use caused physical and mental damage. Sixteen percent of them (16%)
did not agree that drug use caused physical and mental problems. Five
percent of them (5%) did not know or did not respond to this question. The
following table showed the awareness of responses to the possible damages
caused by drug use.

Table 57: Awareness of the Damages Caused by Drug Use
Awareness that Drug Use Causes

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

8

8.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

YES

73

70.0

NO

17

16.0

DID NOT KNOW

1

1.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

Physical/Mental Damage

Seventeen percent of prisoners (17%) reported that they had received medical
treatment because of drug use, 13% of them had been hospitalized and 8% of
them received drug-related treatment.

Table 58 showed the percentage of

prisoners who received treatment for drug use.

Table 58: Percentage of Prisoners who Received Treatment for Drug Use
Medical Treatment Received for Drug Use

Percent

MEDICAL TREATMENT

17.0

HOSPITALIZED

13.0

DRUG-RELATED TREATMENT

8.0

64 | P a g e

Seven percent of respondents (7%) were hospitalized for drug-related
illnesses and another 5% of them were hospitalized for drug-related illnesses
and mental health complications.

Table 59 showed the reasons for drug-

related treatment.

Table 59: Reasons for Drug-Related Treatment
Reasons for Drug-Related Hospitalization

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

89

85.0

CONSUMPTION

7

7.0

MENTAL COMPLICATIONS

3

3.0

CONSUMPTION AND MENTAL COMPLICATIONS

2

2.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0

Ten percent of prisoners (10%) stated that they needed treatment for their
current drug usage but 77% of them said that they did not need treatment
for their current drug use. Table 60 showed the percentage of respondents
needing treatment for current drug consumption.

Table 60: Percentage of Respondents Needing Treatment for Current Drug Consumption
Need Treatment for Current Drug
Consumption

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

9

9.0

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

YES

11

10.0

NO

80

77.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

3.0

Total

104

100.0
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Of the respondents needing treatment for their drug use, 4% of them
required medication, 3% of them required counseling and 2% of them
required drug avoidance therapy. Table 61 showed the type of treatment
needs for drug consumption practices.

Table 61: Type of Treatment Needs for Drug Consumption
Type of Treatment Needs

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

93

89.0

DRUG AVOIDANCE THERAPY

2

2.0

COUNSELING

3

3.0

MEDICATION

4

4.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0

For Drug Consumption

4.1.7 Drug and Crime
Respondents were asked to rate the importance of the relationship between
drugs and crime. Twenty-two percent (22%) of them thought that there was
no relationship between drugs and crime. Of the 76% who considered the
relationship between crime and drugs to be important, 49% of them rated the
relationship from important to very important. The other 18% of them rated
the relationship as having little importance to somewhat important. Table 62
showed the results of the respondent’s rating of the relationship between
drugs and crime.
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Table 62: Respondent’s Rating of the Relationship between Drugs and Crime
Respondent's Opinion On Relationship

Frequency

Percent

DID NOT UNDERSTAND

1

1.0

OF NO IMPORTANCE

23

22.0

OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE

12

12.0

SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT

6

6.0

IMPORTANT

18

17.0

VERY IMPORTANT

33

32.0

DID NOT KNOW

7

7.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0

Between Drugs and Crime

In determining the role of drugs in the crime committed by remand and
convicted prisoners, they were asked whether the crime they committed and
for which they are being imprisoned was related to drug and whether the
crime was committed under the influence of drugs. Thirty-three percent of
the respondents (33%) acknowledged that the crimes committed were related
to drugs.

Table 63 showed the responses in relation to the connection

between the crime committed and subsequent imprisonment and the
relationship to drugs.

Table 63: Respondents Crime and Imprisonment Related to Drugs
Respondents

Crime

Relationship to Drugs

Committed

and

Imprisoned

Frequency Percent

YES

34

33.0

NO

56

54.0

DID NOT RESPOND

14

13.0

Total

104

100.0
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Twenty-five percent of the respondent (25%) admitted to being under the
influence of drugs when their crimes were committed.

Table 64 showed the

percentage of respondents who indicated that they committed crime whilst
under the influence of drugs.

Table 64: Respondent Crime Committed Under the Influence of Drugs
Respondent Current Crime Committed Under the
Influence of Drugs

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

62

60.0

YES

26

25.0

NO

15

14.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

Of the prisoners whose crimes were committed under the influence of drugs
(25%), more than half (13%) of them indicated that the crimes were
committed under the influence of alcohol. Marijuana (6%), cocaine (4%) and
crack (2%) were the other named drugs influencing the perpetrators of the
crimes. The following table showed the types of drugs used by the convicted
prisoners at the time their crimes were committed.

Table 65: Type of Drugs Influencing Crimes Committed
Current Crime Committed Under the Influence of
Which Drugs

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

77

74.0

MARIJUANA

6

6.0

ALCOHOL

13

13.0

COCAINE

4

4.0

CRACK

2

2.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.0

Total

104

100.0
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Nineteen percent (19%) of the prisoners whose crimes were committed under
the influence of drugs stated that the crimes would not have been committed
if they were not under the influence of drugs. Eight percent of respondents
(8%) stated that the crime would still have been committed even if they were
not under the influence of drugs. Four percent of respondents (4%) declined
to respond to this question. The following table showed responses to the
question whether crime would be committed if respondents were not drugged
or intoxicated.

Table 66: Would Crime be committed by Respondent if Not Drugged/Intoxicated
Would Crime be Committed By Respondent if Not
Drugged/Intoxicated

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

72

69.0

YES

8

8.0

NO

20

19.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

Twenty percent of respondents (20%), who were under the influence of drugs
at the time of their crime, declared that they did not consume drugs in order
to boost their courage to commit the crimes.

Eight percent of the

respondents (8%) admitted to using drugs to boost their courage to commit
the crimes and 4% of respondents declined the question. The following table
showed the percentage of respondents who used drugs to boost their courage
to commit crimes.
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Table 67: Percentage Consumed Drugs to Boost Courage to Commit Crime
Respondent Consumed Drug to Boost courage to
Commit Crime

Frequency Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

71

68.0

YES

8

8.0

NO

21

20.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

4.0

Total

104

100.0

Respondents were asked whether the victims of their crimes were under the
influence of drugs.

For 60% of the respondents, this question was not

applicable. Ten percent of the respondents (10%) claimed that there were no
victims. Fourteen percent of the respondents (14%) said that the victims of
their crime were not under the influence of drugs but 12% of them claimed
that the victims of their crimes were under the influence of drugs. The
following table showed the percentage of prisoners whose victims were under
the influence of drugs at the time the crimes were committed.

Table 68: Victim of Respondent’s Crime under the Influence of Drugs
Victim of Respondent’s Crime

Frequency

Percent

NOT APPLICABLE

62

60.0

YES

12

12.0

NO

15

14.0

THERE WAS NO VICTIM

11

10.0

DID NOT KNOW

3

3.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

104

100.0

under the Influence of Drugs

The type of drug activities for which prisoners were incarcerated ranged from
drugs for personal use to marketing and selling drugs. Eleven percent of
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respondents (11%) claimed that their drug activity violated drug laws. Eleven
percent 911%) reported that their drug activity involved the production,
selling and trafficking of drugs and another twelve percent of them (12%)
claimed their crimes were linked to the drug market. Seven percent of them
(7%), claimed that their crimes were linked to drugs for personal
consumption. The following table showed the types of drug activities and the
percentage of respondents’ involvement in the activities.

Table 69: Types of Drug Activity and Percentage of Respondents Involvement
Crime

Linked

To %

Not

%
Responding

%

Responding

Drugs:

Applicable

For Personal Use

57.0

32.0

4.0

7.0

62.0

26.0

1.0

11.0

59.0

25.0

4.0

12.0

59.0

28.0

2.0

11.0

For Production,
Selling/Trafficking
For Drug Market
That Violate Drug
Laws

No

DNR/DNK

%

Yes

Impact of Imprisonment
The study looked at the impact of the crimes, and subsequent imprisonment
of prisoners, on their lives and the life of their family members. Respondents
were asked to rate the extent to which crime and imprisonment impacted
their own lives economically, socially, morally, as well as their physical
health, mental health and their relationships with family members. This
question was not applicable for 50% of the respondents. The remaining fifty
percent (50%) varied in their evaluation of the impact of their crime and
imprisonment. For them the aspects of their lives most affected were family
relationships (27%), their social life (19%) and economically (23.0%). The
areas of their lives least affected are their mental health (10.0%), morally
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(11%) and their physical health (12%). The following table showed the
respondents’ ratings of the impact of their crimes on their lives.

Table 70: Impact of Crime on Aspects of Respondents Life
Crime
Impact on
Respondents
Economically
Family
Relationships
Socially
Mental
Health
Physical
Health
Morally

Not
Applicable

Not
DNR/DNK At
All

Impact Impact
A Bit

Somewhat

Impact
Very
Much

50.0

3.0

7.0

6.1

4.0

23.0

50.0

4.0

15.0 1.0

0.0

27.0

50.0

6.0

16.0 1.0

1.0

19.3

50.0

7.0

24.0 1.0

8.0

10.0

50.0

5.2

26.0 3.0

3.0

12.0

50.0

9.0

16.0 2.0

7.0

11.0

Like the individual impact, respondents were asked to evaluate the impact of
their crimes and imprisonment on their family. The aspects of their lives
most affected by the prisoners’ crimes were their social (20%), economic
(26%) and their familial relationships (25%). The areas not or least affected
are their physical health (17%) and mental health (12%) and morally (9%).
The following table showed the rating by respondents of the impact of their
crimes and imprisonment on the lives of family members.
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Table 71: Impact of Crime on Aspects of Life of Respondents’ Family
Crime Impact
on

Not

Respondents

Applicable

Not
DNR/DNK At
All

Family

Impact

Impact

A Bit

Somewhat

Impact
Very
Much

Economically

50.0

15.0

12.0

2.0

2.0

26

Relationships

50.0

12.0

12.0

2.0

2.0

25.0

Socially

50.0

11.0

11.0

5.0

3.0

20.0

Mental Health

50.0

11.0

11.0

5.0

5.0

12.0

50.0

9.0

9.0

6.0

3.0

17.0

14.0

7.0

4.0

9.0

Physical
Health
Morally

50.0

14.0

In respondents’ evaluation of the impact of their crime and imprisonment on
their family relationships, the three most significant findings were examined.
Respondents reported that family was affected economically, socially, and
family wise. Twenty-six percent of the respondents (26%) said that their drug
use had a significant impact on their family’s economic situation. Twenty-five
percent (25%) of the respondents reported that their crime and imprisonment
had a significant impact on their family relationships and twenty percent
(20%) reported that their family members were affected socially as a result of
their crime and imprisonment.

4.1.8 Prevalence Rate and Pattern of Psychoactive Substance Use
Among Convicted vs Remand Prisoners
The past week prevalence, the past month prevalence and the past year drug
use prevalence figures were secured for both convicted and remand
prisoners. For the purpose of this analysis, drug use was defined as the past
year prevalence rate. The following tables showed the prevalence rate of the
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five most commonly used psycho-active substances by both convicted and
remand prisoners.
Table 72: Comparison of past year prevalence of convicted prisoners vs. prisoners on
remand
Past-Year Prevalence Past Year Prevalence
Psychoactive Substance Convicted

Remand

Marijuana

58%

50%

Tobacco

67%

53%

Alcohol

53%

19%

Cocaine

8%

3%

Crack

8%

3%

4.1.8.1 Prevalence of Drugs
The drugs having the highest life time prevalence among both remand and
convicted prisoners are marijuana, tobacco, alcohol, cocaine and crack.
Remand and convicted prisoners differ slightly in the usage pattern of some
of the drugs. The following analysis examines the three drugs with the
highest past-year prevalence rates for both convicted and prisoners on
remand.

4.1.8.1.1 MARIJUANA
4.1.8.1.1.1 Life-time Prevalence Rates - MARIJUANA
Marijuana had the highest life-time and current prevalence rate among all
the drugs consumed by prisoners. For both prisoners on remand and
convicted prisoners the life-time prevalence between the two groups did not
differ. They both had life-time prevalence of over 75%.

74 | P a g e

Table 73: Convicted Prisoners Marijuana Use
Marijuana Use

Frequency Percent

YES

55

76.4

NO

16

22.2

DID NOT RESPOND 1

1.4

Total

100.0

72

Table 74: Remand Prisoners Marijuana Use
Marijuana Use Frequency Percent
YES

24

75.0

NO

8

25.0

Total

32

100.0

4.1.8.1.1.2 Convicted and Remand: Past year prevalence
Convicted and remand prisoners shared similar current prevalence patterns.
Marijuana use in the last 24 hours before the interview ranged between
28%-31% for remand and convicted prisoners respectively. A higher
percentage of prisoners on remand compared to convicted prisoners last use
of marijuana was more than one year ago. The past year prevalence of crack,
tobacco and alcohol were similar for prisoners on remand and convicted
prisoners. Convicted prisoners had higher past year prevalence for marijuana
and cocaine than prisoners on remand. The following tables showed the last
time marijuana was consumed by convicted prisoners and prisoners on
remand prior to the interview.
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Table 75: Consumption Pattern of Marijuana – Convicted Prisoners
Consumption Pattern of Marijuana Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

16

22.0

LAST 24 HOURS

22

31.0

LAST WEEK

6

8.0

LAST 30 DAYS

6

8.0

> MONTH <1 YEAR

8

11.0

> 1 YEAR

13

18.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.0

Total

72

100.0

Table 76: Consumption Pattern of Marijuana – Remand Prisoners
Consumption Pattern of Marijuana Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

8

25.0

LAST 24 HOURS

9

28.0

LAST 30 DAYS

2

6.3

> MONTH <1 YEAR

5

16.0

> 1 YEAR

8

25.0

Total

32

100.0

The following charts displayed the last time marijuana was consumed by
both prisoners on remand and convicted prisoners. Both group of prisoners
showed high marijuana use in the 24 hour period prior to interview.
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Figure 9: Last Consumption of Marijuana Prior to Interview - Convicted N=72
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Figure 10: Last Consumption of Marijuana Prior to Interview - Remand N=32

A slightly higher percentage of remand prisoners compared to convicted
prisoners started drug consumption before the age of eighteen. Between the
age groups 18-29 and 30-45, more convicted prisoners than remand
prisoners initiated drug use. The following tables showed the age of initiation
of drugs by convicted and prisoners on remand.
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Table 77: Age of First Consumption- Convicted
Age of First Drug Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

16

22.2

0-17 YEARS

39

54.2

18-29 YEARS

12

16.7

DID NOT KNOW

3

4.2

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.8

72

100.0

Total

Table 78: Age of First Consumption - Remand
Age of First Drug Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

8

25.0

0-17 YEARS

19

59.4

18-29 YEARS

3

9.4

30-45 YEARS

1

3.1

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0

Both remand and convicted prisoners had high rates of initiation of
marijuana use before the age of eighteen. This indicated that marijuana use
began at an age prior to adulthood and imprisonment. It also suggested that
most remand and convicted prisoners entered prison as marijuana users and
were less likely to initiate their drug use in prison. The following charts
displayed the age of first consumption of marijuana by remand and convicted
prisoners.
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FIGURE 11: Age of First Consumption of Marijuana- Convicted N=72
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Figure 12: Age of First Consumption of Marijuana- Remand N=32

4.1.8.1.1.3 Frequency of Marijuana Use
The daily and weekly frequency with which prisoners use marijuana varied
between convicted and prisoners on remand. The daily prevalence rate of
prisoners on remand was higher than the daily rate of convicted. The weekly
rate of convicted prisoners was higher than that of prisoners on remand. The
following tables showed the frequency with which prisoners consumed
marijuana.
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Table 79: Frequency of Marijuana Use – Convicted N=72
Frequency of Marijuana Use Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

16

22.0

< ONCE A YEAR

1

1.0

1-11 TIMES PER YEAR

4

6.0

1-3 TIMES PER MONTH

6

8.3

3 TIMES PER WEEK

19

26.0

EVERYDAY

23

32.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

4.0

Total

72

100.0

Table 80: Frequency of Marijuana Use – Remand N=32
Frequency of Marijuana Use Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

8

25.0

< ONCE A YEAR

1

3.0

1-11 TIMES PER YEAR

1

3.0

1-3 TIMES PER MONTH

4

13.0

3 TIMES PER WEEK

6

19.0

EVERYDAY

12

38.0

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 13: Convicted Prisoners: Frequency of Marijuana Use
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Figure 14: Remand Prisoners: Frequency of Marijuana Use

Fifty percent of convicted prisoners (50%) consumed marijuana in prison
compared to 31% of prisoners on remand. The following tables showed the
extent to which convicted prisoners and prisoners on remand consumed
marijuana in prison.

Table 81: Marijuana Consumption in Prison - Convicted
Marijuana Consumption in Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

16

22.2

YES

36

50.0

NO

18

25.0

DID NOT RESPOND

2

2.8

Total

72

100.0
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Table 82: Marijuana Consumption in Prison - Remand
Marijuana Consumption in Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

8

25.0

YES

10

31.3

NO

13

40.6

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0

Figure 15: Marijuana Consumption in Prison - Convicted
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Figure 16: Marijuana Consumption in Prison - Remand

86 | P a g e

4.1.8.1.2 TOBACCO
Tobacco is a legal drug in Grenada and can be legally purchased at the
prison’s shop. It is also acceptable for visitors of the prisoners to take to the
prison supplies which can include tobacco products.

Tobacco was the

second drug of choice of both convicted and prisoners on remand.

4.1.8.1.2.1 Life-time Prevalence Rates - TOBACCO
Convicted prisoners had higher life-time prevalence of tobacco use than
prisoners on remand.

Seventy-one percent of convicted prisoners (71%)

reported life-time tobacco use compared to 59% of prisoners on remand. The
following tables showed the life-time prevalence of tobacco products among
convicted prisoners and prisoners on remand.

Table 83: Life-time Prevalence of Tobacco Use - Convicted
Life-time Prevalence - Tobacco Frequency Percent
YES

51

71.0

NO

20

28.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.4

Total

72

100.0

Table 84: Life-time Prevalence of Tobacco Use - Remand
Life-time Prevalence - Tobacco Frequency Percent
YES

19

59.0

NO

13

41.0

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 17: Life-Time Tobacco Use - Convicted
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Figure 18: Life-Time Tobacco Use - Remand

4.1.8.1.2.2 Past-year Prevalence of Tobacco Use
The past year prevalence rate of tobacco use for convicted and remand
prisoners is 53%.
There is little variation between prisoners on remand and convicted prisoners
on the daily, weekly and monthly consumption pattern of tobacco. The
following tables show the tobacco consumption pattern of convicted and
prisoners on remand.
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Table 85: Last time Consumed Tobacco - Convicted
Tobacco Consumption Frequency Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

20

28.0

LAST 24 HOURS

38

53.0

LAST WEEK

2

2.8

LAST 30 DAYS

2

2.8

> MONTH <1 YEAR

5

6.9

> 1 YEAR

4

5.6

DID NOT RESPOND

1

1.4

Total

72

100.0

Table 86: Last time Consumed Tobacco - Remand
Tobacco Consumption Frequency Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

13

41.0

LAST 24 HOURS

15

47.0

> MONTH <1 YEAR

2

6.3

> 1 YEAR

2

6.3

Total

32

100.0

Over one half of the convicted prisoners and more than 45 % of the remand
prisoners use tobacco on a daily basis. Tobacco is the second most
consumed drug at the prison.

The following bar charts show the tobacco

consumption patterns of convicted and prisoners on remand.
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Figure 19: Last-time Consumed Tobacco - Convicted
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Figure 20: Last-time Consumed – Remand
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4.1.8.1.3 ALCOHOL
Alcohol was the third drug of choice of both convicted and prisoners on
remand. Though alcohol was difficult to acquire in the prison, some
respondents confided that they had found rudimentary ways to produce their
own wines at prison. Many respondents had admitted to have committed
their crimes for which they were imprisoned under the influence of alcohol.

4.1.8.1.3.1 Life-Time Prevalence Rates – ALCOHOL
Convicted prisoners had reported higher life-time prevalence rate of alcohol
use than prisoners on remand. Fifty-seven percent of convicted prisoners
(57%) compared to 37% of prisoners on remand had used alcohol in their lifetime. The following tables showed the life-time prevalence rate for alcohol for
prisoners on remand and convicted prisoners.

Table 87: Respondents Alcohol Use - Convicted
Respondents Alcohol Use Frequency Percent
YES

41

57.0

NO

28

39.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

4.2

Total

72

100.0

Table 88: Respondents Alcohol Use - Remand
Respondents Alcohol Use Frequency Percent
YES

12

37.5

NO

19

59.4

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 21: Life-Time Use - Convicted
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Figure 22: Life-time Alcohol Use - Remand

For both prisoners on remand and convicted the last time alcohol was
consumed by the majority of them were several months to over a year prior to
interview. Fewer convicted and remand prisoners consumed alcohol in the
past hours, days or weeks prior to the interviews. The following tables
showed the last time alcohol was consumed by remand and convicted
prisoners.
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Table 89: Last-time Consumed Alcohol - Convicted
Alcohol Last-time Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

29

40.3

LAST WEEK

4

5.6

LAST 30 DAYS

2

2.8

> MONTH <1 YEAR

16

22.2

> 1 YEAR

18

25.0

DID NOT RESPOND

3

4.2

Total

72

100.0

Table 90: Last-time Consumed - Remand
Alcohol Last-time Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

19

59.4

LAST 24 HOURS

1

3.1

LAST WEEK

1

3.1

> MONTH <1 YEAR

4

12.5

> 1 YEAR

6

18.8

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 23: Last –time Consume Alcohol: Convicted
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Figure 24: Last-Time Consumed Alcohol – Remand
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4.1.8.1.3.2 Age of First Consumption –Alcohol
Convicted prisoners started alcohol consumption before the age of 18 at a
higher rate than prisoners on remand. Forty percent of convicted prisoners
(40%) compared to twenty-two percent of remand prisoners (22%) started
alcohol use before age 18. Age of first consumption of alcohol among the
other age-groups was similar for both remand and convicted prisoners. The
following tables showed the ages of first consumption of alcohol for convicted
and remand prisoners.

Table 91: Age of First Consumption of Alcohol- Convicted
Age of First Alcohol Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

29

40.3

0-17 YEARS

29

40.3

18-29 YEARS

8

11.1

DID NOT KNOW

2

2.8

DID NOT RESPOND

4

5.6

Total

72

100.0

Table 92: Age of First Consumption of Alcohol- Remand
Age of First Alcohol Consumption Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

19

59.4

0-17 YEARS

7

22.0

18-29 YEARS

3

9.4

30-45 YEARS

1

3.1

DID NOT RESPOND

2

6.3

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 25: Age of First Consumption - Convicted
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Figure 26: Age of First Consumption of Alcohol –Remand:
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4.1.8.1.3.3 Prevalence of Alcohol Consumption
Both remand and convicted prisoners shared similar usage pattern for
alcohol consumption on a daily basis. Fourteen percent (14%) of convicted
prisoners and thirteen percent of remand prisoners (13%) consumed alcohol
on a daily basis. Convicted prisoners, more than remand prisoners,
consumed alcohol on a weekly as well as on a monthly basis. The following
tables showed the consumption pattern of convicted and remand prisoners.

Table 93: How Often Alcohol is Consumed – Convicted
Alcohol Consumption Prevalence Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

29

40.3

ONCE A YEAR

1

1.4

1-3 TIMES PER MONTH

16

22.2

3 TIMES PER WEEK

12

17.0

EVERYDAY

10

14.0

DID NOT RESPOND

4

5.6

Total

72

100.0

Table 94: How Often Alcohol is Consumed - Remand
Alcohol Consumption Prevalence Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

19

59.4

< ONCE A YEAR

2

6.3

1-11 TIMES PER YEAR

1

3.1

1-3 TIMES PER MONTH

3

9.4

3 TIMES PER WEEK

2

6.3

EVERYDAY

4

13.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 27: Prevalence of Alcohol Consumption - Convicted
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Figure 28: Prevalence of Alcohol Consumption - Remand

4.1.8.1.3.4 Consumption of Alcohol in Prison
Twenty-one percent of convicted prisoners (21%) compared to twelve percent
of prisoners on remand (12%) reported that they consumed alcohol in prison.
The following tables showed remand and convicted prisoners’ alcohol
consumption in prison.
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Table 95: Consume Alcohol in Prison - Convicted
Alcohol Consumption in Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

29

40.3

YES

15

21.0

NO

24

33.3

DID NOT RESPOND

4

5.6

Total

72

100.0

Table 96: Consume Alcohol in Prison - Remand
Alcohol Consumption in Prison Frequency Percent
NOT APPLICABLE

19

59.4

YES

4

12.5

NO

8

25.0

DID NOT RESPOND

1

3.1

Total

32

100.0
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Figure 29: Alcohol Use in Prison - Convicted
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Figure 30: Alcohol Use in Prison - Remand
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4.1.9 Type of Crime and Link Between Criminal Behavior and
Psychoactive Substances
For the purpose of examining the relationship between criminal behavior and
psychoactive substances only information on convicted prisoners was used
since prisoners on remand were not formally charged or sentenced.

4.1.9.1 Type of Criminal Behavior
Type of Criminal Behavior:
Convicted Prisoners are currently imprisoned for a range of crimes from
malicious damage to capital crimes. Thirty percent (30%) of the sample of
convicted are imprisoned for stealing (11%) and robbery (19%), which are the
most common crimes committed among convicted prisoners. Twenty-one
percent (21%) of the sample are imprisoned for sexual (7%) and physical
assault (14%). Eighteen percent (18%) are imprisoned for capital crimes, and
14% are imprisoned for drug crimes. Table 97 provided a description of the
type of crimes committed by convicted Prisoners.

Table 97: Type and Distribution of Offences Committed- Convicted
Type of Crime
SEXUAL ASSAULT
PHYSICAL ASSAULT
ROBBERY
STEALING
MALICIOUS DAMAGE
CAPITAL CRIME
DRUG CRIME
OTHER
DID NOT RESPOND
Total
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Frequency
5
10
8
14
1
13
10
9
2
72

Percent
7.0
14.0
11.0
19.0
1.0
18.0
14.0
12.5
3.0
100.0

4.1.9.2 Link between Criminal Behavior and Psychoactive Substance
Use
The study examined the types of crime committed by offenders and whether
the crimes were committed under the influence of drugs. Of the sexual
assault convictions, 60% were committed under the influence of drugs. For
robbery and stealing, 38% and 29% respectively occurred under the
influence of drugs. Of the physical assault offences, 75% were committed
under the influence of drugs. Sixty-seven percent (67%) of capital crimes
were committed under the influence of drugs. Of the drug crimes committed,
33% occurred under the influence of drugs. The following table showed the
types of crimes committed by convicted prisoners and the number of these
crimes that were committed under the influence of drugs.
Table 98: Type and Distribution of Offenses Committed Under the Influence of DrugsConvicted N= 72

Current Crime and Imprisonment
committed under the influence of
Drugs
NOT APPLICABLE
YES
NO

Respondent's
Type of Crime
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SEXUAL
ASSAULT
PHYSICAL
ASSAULT
ROBBERY
STEALING
MALICIOUS
DAMAGE
CAPITAL
CRIME
DRUG CRIME
OTHER
DID NOT
RESPOND
Total

02

3

0

06

3

1

05
10

3
4

0
0

0

1

0

13

2

1

01
06

3
2

6
1

01

0

1

41

21

10

4.1.9.3 Criminal Behavior and Drug Influence
Respondents were asked whether the crimes for which they are currently
imprisoned, had any relationship with drugs. For the purpose of this
analysis, relationship with drugs was measured by the extent to which the
crimes committed occurred under the influence of drugs or whether the
offender reported that he/she was intoxicated at the time the crime was
committed. The crimes committed by convicted prisoners for which this
analysis applied were sexual assault, physical assault, robbery, stealing,
malicious damage, capital crime, drug crime and other crimes. The drugs
that were examined in this analysis were marijuana, alcohol, cocaine, and
crack. The following chart showed the type of crime and the number of
crimes committed under the influence of drugs.
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Figure 31: Type and Distribution of Offenses Committed Under the Influence of DrugsConvicted N= 72

4.1.9.4 Crime Committed Under the Influence of Drugs
For the purpose of this analysis, drug influence meant the extent to which
the offender was under the influence of a drug at the time of the crime. The
drugs that formed part of this analysis were: marijuana; alcohol, cocaine and
crack. Respondents varied in the extent to which they reported to be under
the influence of drugs at the time of the crime and they varied by the type of
drugs they reported to have been intoxicated with.
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Figure 32: Respondent’s Type of Crime for current Imprisonment

4.1.9.4.1 Alcohol
Alcohol intoxication was present in each of the type of crime reported by the
sample of convicted prisoners, with the highest intoxication reported by
persons convicted of physical assault followed by robbery. Crimes such as
sexual assault, stealing, malicious damage, capital crime, drug crime and
other crimes had similar number of incidents of alcohol intoxication at the
time the crimes were committed.

112 | P a g e

4.1.9.4.2 Marijuana
Three respondents reported to have been under the influence of marijuana
when they committed the crimes for which they are currently serving their
prison terms. In the case of these crimes, one incident each of marijuana
intoxication was reported for sexual assault, capital crime and other crimes.
4.1.9.4.3 Cocaine
Robbery and stealing were the crimes in which three convicted prisoners
reported to have been under the influence of cocaine when they committed
the offences for which they are serving their current prison term
4.1.9.4.4 Crack
Two convicted prisoners reported that they committed an act of robbery and
drug crime while being under the influence of crack.
The following bar chart showed the type of crimes committed by the sample
of convicted prisoners and the number of respondents who reported to have
been under the influence of drugs at the time the crimes were committed.
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Figure 33: Crimes committed while under the Influence of Drugs

Only in one case each of robbery, stealing, capital crime, malicious damage,
drug crime and other crimes, did respondents report that the crime they
committed would still have been committed if they were not drugged or
intoxicated at the time of the crime. Respondents reported that all the other
incidents of crimes that occurred under the influence of drugs could be
avoided if he/she was not intoxicated. The following chart shows the type of
crime and respondents assessment of the influence of drugs on the crimes
they committed.
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Figure 34: Types of Crimes Respondent’s reported would be committed even when not
under the influence of Drugs

4.1.9.5 Drugs for Personal Use
Very few respondents with drug crimes reported involvement in drugs for
personal use. One incident each of physical assault, malicious damage,
capital crime and two incidents of persons convicted for stealing reported
drug involvement for personal use. Persons convicted for their involvement in
drug crimes were not involved in drugs for personal use. The following table
showed the type of crimes and the number of incidents of crime linked to
drugs for personal use.
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Figure 35: Crimes linked to Drugs

4.1.9.6 Drugs for Production, Selling and Trafficking of Drugs
With the exception of the drug crimes, one case each of capital crime, and
other crimes were linked to the production, selling and trafficking of drugs.
Eighty percent (80%) of the drug crimes were linked to production, selling
and trafficking of drugs.
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Figure 36: Crimes linked to Production, Selling & Drugs Trafficking

4.2
•

Analysis of Drug and Crime in Grenada
Drugs with the highest Life-time consumption among the sample of
convicted prisoners are:
o Marijuana (76%)
o Tobacco (67%)
o Alcohol (51%)
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•

Fifty-one percent (51%) of prisoners have had previous imprisonment

•

Forty-nine percent (49%) of prisoners are imprisoned for the first-time

•

Marijuana and tobacco use was more prevalent among the 30 – 45 year
age group, and alcohol use was more prevalent in the 18 – 29 year age
group

•

67% prisoners used marijuana, alcohol and/or tobacco while
imprisoned

•

49% of prisoners reported having previous offences for which they were
not necessarily convicted.

•

Convicted prisoners with primary education committed drug related
crimes more often than those with secondary education

•

Respondents were more often under the influence of alcohol than
marijuana when they committed the crime for which they are currently
imprisoned.
•

Family members who are drug users use the following:
o Marijuana (58%)
o Alcohol (44%)
o Cocaine (11%)
o Tobacco (32%)

•

22% of prisoners have family members with criminal offences

•

Family members who use drugs:
o Brothers (45%)
o Fathers (24%)
o Uncles (16%)

•

Convicted prisoners with primary education committed drug related
crimes more often than those with secondary education

•

Drug with the highest intoxication that resulted in crime was alcohol

•

25% of the crimes committed by the respondents occurred under the
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influence of drugs:
o Marijuana Influence (6%)
o Alcohol Influence (13%)
o Cocaine Influence (4%)
o Crack Influence (2%)
•

10% of respondents initiated drug use in prison

•

Many of the respondents age of first drug use was <18 years –

•

o

Marijuana (57%),

o

Tobacco (38%)

o

Alcohol (31%)

The most frequently used drugs in the prison (past year prevalence)
among convicted prisoners are:
o Tobacco (53%)
o Marijuana (58%)
o Alcohol (31%)

•

There was no heroin, inhalants, and prescription drug abuse in prison

•

There was no compelling evidence that imprisonment increases drug
use – 10% initiated drug use in prison

•

20% relapsed into drug use in prison

•

Most of the convicted prisoners are aware of the physical and mental
health problem of drug use (70%)

•

Most of the convicted prisoners are aware of the addictive potential of
drug use (75%)

•

Twenty-nine percent of the prisoners stated the urge to keep using
drugs was ever present

•

Respondents’ three most common explanation for drug use were as
follows:
o To feel good
o Like using drugs
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o To calm nerves
•

Respondent’s least common explanation for drug use was
o To belong to a group

•

Respondents stated that imprisonment impacted their individual life as
well as their family:
o Socially,
o Economically
o Family relationships

•

Respondents main influences to get involved in drugs was
o Friends (51%)
o On own (27%)
o Family member (18%)

•

The four reasons for starting drug use:
o Curiosity (23%)
o Like idea of using Drugs (20%)
o To feel good (14%)
o Peer pressure (12%)

•

The three most common reason for drug use in prison:
o To calm nerves
o Because they like it
o To feel good

•

40% of respondents evaluated it is easy to acquire drugs in prison

•

27% thinks it is difficult to acquire drugs in prison

•

Capital crime occurred least under the influence of drugs

•

Sexual assault, physical assault, malicious damage were the crimes
most often committed under the influence of drugs

•

First offenders – one in four crimes committed under the influence of
drugs

•

Repeat offenders – one in three crimes committed under the influence
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of drugs
•

All of the crimes committed by unemployed respondents were drug
crimes

•

The male respondents involvement in drugs was for personal use

•

The female respondents involvement in drugs was for trafficking

•

47% of prisoners initiated criminal behavior in the 18 – 29 age group

•

44% have sentences of less than one year
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4.3

Analysis of the Survey Instrument

The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) of the
Organization of American States (OAS), solicited the piloting of two
instruments at Grenada prisons, measuring the relationship between drug
and crime. The questionnaires were administered to 72 convicted prisoners
and 32 prisoners on remand at the male and female prison in Grenada.
Interviews were conducted in a conference room designated for that purpose.
Multiple interviews were held at the same time in the same room. This
provided a sense of security to interviewers. Prison officials assigned to
provide security during interviews remained outside of the interview room,
thereby precluding the possibility of hearing the interviews. They however
were close enough proximity in the event of an emergency (a special code was
agreed upon between interviewees and prison officers in the event of a
security emergency). Respondents did not complain or refuse to participate
though there was the presence of other interviewees and interviewers in the
same room.
A consent form was prepared by the research team, and signed by both
interviewers and interviewees (see Appendix III). The respondents had the
form read to them, and those that could not write agreed to write an X in lieu
of a signature on the consent form. The consent form proved to be an
important aide to the interview process due to the fact that the respondents
were not informed prior to their arrival in the interview room. In many
instances, the respondents were not aware of the reason they were being
ordered to dress and follow the prison officer. As a result, the respondents
were initially wary until the interviewers explained what the exercise entailed,
and the offer of a consent form further allayed the respondents’ concerns.
Conducting interviews in the prison system requires a certain type of
personality. Great attention was paid to the selection of the interviewing
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team. Three key criterion were used in selecting the interviewees namely selfconfidence and flexibility; observation and survey research skills; pleasant
and non-threatening disposition.
The interviewers were professional in their relationship with the prison
authorities and the prisoners and at the same time flexible enough to make
the respondents comfortable and at ease. Respondents were eager to
participate and did so without coercion by the interviewers or fear that the
information they provided to the interviewers will be compromised.
Interviewers maintained professional dress-code as instructed by the prison
authorities. Interviewers familiarized themselves with and strictly observed
the code of conduct of the prison.

Interviewers established and maintained very good working relationship with
the prison authorities particularly those assigned to assist with the project.
This included the prison officials assigned to manage the sample (list of
prisoners to be interviewed). The prison officials were able to identify
potential respondents who were deemed ‘criminally insane’ or persons in
their judgment ‘unfit’ to participate in the study. Good relationships were
also maintained with the prison officials responsible for locating, escorting
and delivering the respondents to the interviewing site.
Four interviewers were used to administer the questionnaires. Interviewers
were familiarized with the content and flow of the questions and trained in
determining the reliability and validity of questions and the questionnaire.
They were also required to make observations and extensive notes during
and

immediately

after

each

interview

on

interviewer-related

issues,

interviewee-related issues and instrument-related issues.
Upon completion of all the questionnaires, the interviewers discussed each
item of the two questionnaires, using individual notes made during and after
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each interview. The following item-analysis and recommendations are the
outcome of this discussion on the piloting of the questionnaires: (See
Appendix 1: Piloted Questionnaire with notes – (Convicted)
The following issues arose out of interviewers’ observations and notes in
administering the questionnaire. These issues will also be used in measuring
and making judgment about the validity and reliability of the items in the
questionnaires:

4.3.1 Interviewee-Related Issues:
•

Respondents’ comprehension of questions

•

Willingness to respond to questions

•

Ability to follow interviewer’s directions

•

Familiarity with concepts within questions

•

Signs of discomfort with questions

•

Unwillingness to respond to sensitive questions

•

Ability to interpret terms used

•

Questions frequently deriving “no response” or “do not know” response
categories

•

Signs of interviewees’ fatigue

•

Unsolicited comments by respondents

4.3.2 Interviewer-Related Issues
•

Signs of interviewers’ fatigue

•

Sensitivity to response set

•

Ability to identify contradictions in responses

•

Ability to keep interviewees’ interests

•

Tone and body-language conveyed to interviewees

•

Ability to put respondents at ease
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•

Ability to avoid adding bias to responses

•

Consistency with methodology from introduction to thank you at the
end of questionnaire

•

Ability to closely follow the directions on the questionnaire

4.3.4 Instrument-Related Issues
•

The flow of questions

•

The wording of questions

•

Clarity of questions

•

Adequacy of response categories

•

The ordering of questions

•

Simplicity/complexity of questions

•

Questions evoking suspicion by respondents

•

Inadequate response alternatives resulting in difficulty in selecting a
response option

•

Agreement between interviewer and interviewee with concepts used

•

Examined for leading questions

•

Ambiguity of questions

•

Phrasing of questions

•

Identify double-barrel questions

•

Identify leading questions

•

Length of questionnaire

•

Relevance of items in questionnaire to attitudes under investigation

•

The degree to which items measured contribute to the measuring of the
overall research topic

Overall data collection went smoothly, with the exception of 21 respondents,
19 (17.3%) of the original sample and 2 (13.3 %) of the replacement sample,
who were unable to participate for the following reasons:
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Table 99: Various reasons for non-participation
Reason for non-participation Count (n=21)
Released

8

Refused participation

9

Medically unfit

4

Total
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21

4.4

Analysis of the Qualitative component of the Survey Instrument

The drug survey instrument, whose approach was primarily quantitative,
also comprised a qualitative component which would provide more insight
into the respondents’ point of view. The following analysis served to highlight
the sampled (104) respondents’ rationale for their responses.

4.4.1 Does the use of drugs by your fellow inmates affect you?
affects you:- How?

If it

Of the 29% respondents who affirmed that they were affected by their fellow
inmates’ use of drugs, 32% of them stated that second hand smoke caused
illness. Some of the respondents claimed that when fellow inmates smoked in
the cell, “Cigarette smoke hurts my chest, and the smell sticks to me giving
me a headache.” A further 7% of them stated that drug use resulted in
behavioral changes of their fellow inmates. Two respondents claimed that
when their fellow inmates used drugs, “They act nervous.”

4.4.2 Why do you use or have you used drugs?
Of the respondents who acknowledged that they used drugs, lifetime
consumption: Marijuana 76%, Tobacco 67%, and Alcohol 51%, 31 % of them
stated that they used it for relaxation. One respondent claimed, “I use it to
feel more relaxed and to get more appetite.”
Seventeen percent (17%) of the respondents stated that their drug use was
due to family or friend’s influence. A respondent claimed “saw my friends and
father doing it and wanted to do like them.” Sixteen percent (16%) of them
stated that their use of drugs was out of curiosity and a need to experiment.
According to 6% of the respondents, stress was their reason for using drugs.
One respondent stated “I don’t have a choice, it eases the pressure and
makes me feel comfortable.”
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Another 4% of the respondents stated their drug use was as a result of lack
of parental guidance. Seven percent (7%) of them stated they used drugs
because they were addicted to it. However for 2% of them, their drug use was
due to medicinal reasons. One respondent claimed “use marijuana to treat
my asthma.”

4.4.3 Did you ever try to quit using drugs at some point? If Yes, Why?
Respondents with lifetime consumption rates of Marijuana 76%, Tobacco
67%, and Alcohol 51%, cited the addictive component of drug use was the
motivating factor for wanting to quit. Fifteen percent (15%) of them stated it
was addictive, while 13% of them stated there was no benefit from using
drugs. One respondent claimed “the amount of money being spent on drugs
could be used to purchase a car.”

Eight percent (8%) of the respondents tried to quit drugs as a result of
physical health complications. While one claimed that “cigarettes gives me
headache”, another claimed that “marijuana makes my heart beat fast.” Four
percent (4%) of the respondents tried to quit drugs because they made a
personal choice to change their life. “I just wanted to turn my life around”
was claimed by one respondent. For 3% of them their desire to quit was as a
result of religious influence and advice from others.

4.4.4 Do you think that addiction is a disease? If Yes- Why?
Of the 78 respondents who stated that addiction is a disease, the majority
64% of them said it was addictive. Responses like “smoking is always nagging
you”, “because you can’t control yourself, you can’t stop even if you want to”,
“You can’t get rid of the habit”, and “cannot get off the habit on own, same as
having a disease and needing to see a doctor” were frequently repeated by the
respondents.
Nineteen percent (19%) of the respondents stated that addiction was a
disease because it resulted in behavioral problems, while another nineteen
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percent (19%) stated that it resulted in physical health complications.
Respondents claimed “You can get sick and die from it”, “it is worse than a
disease because I cannot stop”, and “because my friend shakes when she
cannot get it.” Another said “I adopt the style and I can’t control it now.”
Twelve percent (12%) of them stated that addiction is a disease due to the
fact it is not beneficial. One respondent noted “it does make your whole life
bad.”

4.4.5 Do you think that addiction is a disease? If No- Why?
Sixty percent (60%) of the 20 respondents, who did not believe that addiction
was a disease, stated that drug use was easy to stop. Responses like “People
were not born with habits but picked up habits”, “because it does not affect
me”, “not a disease, just a habit”, and “You can choose to use it or not” were
echoed by the respondents.
Twenty-five percent (25%) of the respondents stated it was not an addiction
but in fact a healing of the nation as well as inspirational. Responses like
“That’s herbs, the healing of the nation” and “I does not call weed drugs. I
call it a natural herb” were some of the reasons offered by the respondents.

4.4.6 According to your experience what was the most influential factor
in causing you restart or relapse?
Of the 21 respondents who restarted or relapsed into drug use in prison, the
major influential factor for 71% of the respondents was to release stress. The
second most influential factor, 52%, was drugs were habit forming. The third
most influential factor, 48% was meditation and pressure of imprisonment.
One respondent claimed “I had a dream – I was on the beach smoking weed
at night.” Other respondents claimed “get better vibes to be humble” and “to
cool myself inside here.”
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4.4.7 According to your experience, what do you suggest should be done
to improve the problem of drug consumption in prison?
Thirty-one percent (31%) of the respondents, who offered suggestions to
improve the problem of drug consumption in prison, recommended that
security should be tightened to get rid of the source/supply into the prison.
Responses like “Talk to officers because the drugs come to the prisoners, the
prisoners don’t go to the drugs”, “Inmates are not bringing it in, so whoever
should be stopped”, “drugs coming in and men making jail for it, get rid of
who bringing it in or how it coming in”, “Start from the top to clear up, we
don’t go outside”, and “Stop sale of cigarettes, stop family and friends from
bringing it in, and search prison officers for marijuana.”
Twenty-seven percent (27%) of the respondents suggested that the prison
authorities should offer education and rehabilitation programs for the drug
users. One respondent stated “Teach prisoners to stay away from it.” Eight
percent (8%) of the respondents recommended creating job opportunities,
while another eight percent (8%) stated there was no drug problem in the
prison. Comments like “I have no problem with marijuana, it is not a drug to
me, it is a herb”, “bring more in the prison”, “Don’t see it as a problem”, and
“Man needs something that can help the state of mind. We all have different
state of mind. They should limit how much we should have” were uttered by
the respondents.
Six percent (6%) of the respondents recommended legalizing marijuana, and
three percent (3%) of them stated the problem could not be fixed. The
respondents comments included “Legalize the herb because it would have
less fights, decrease homosexuality”, “stop the cocaine not the marijuana”,
“Legalize marijuana and it will decrease the violence in prison”, “They can’t
stop it”, and “I don’t feel nothing could be done, they are searching and they
still cannot get it.”
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CHAPTER 5
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The aim of the study was to:
To determine the relationship between drugs and crime
To identify the needs for treatment and rehabilitation
To provide policy makers with information to assist them in making
decisions.

5.1 Relationship between Drugs and Crime
The male respondents’ involvement in drugs was for personal use and the
female respondents’ involvement in drugs was for trafficking.

From the

analysis, there was a linkage between drugs and crime. Crimes of a personal
nature (sexual and physical assaults) were more likely under the influence of
drugs.

More than half of the sample of respondents was using drugs

(marijuana, tobacco and alcohol) on a regular basis. Alcohol, however,
appeared to be the most influential drug as the respondents were more often
under the influence of alcohol than marijuana when they committed the
crime for which they were currently imprisoned. Persons who had committed
the offences for the first time were also more likely to occur under the
influence of drugs than among persons with repeat offences.
According the responses, drug use was very likely to continue after being
sentenced for the committed crimes. The prison environment made it very
easy to acquire alcohol, marijuana and cocaine.

Most of the prisoners also

reported that they had continued using marijuana and alcohol while in
prison and some of them were able to make crude alcohol for consumption
use while in prison.

However, a smaller number of them commence their

drug history in prison or relapsed into drug use while serving sentences.
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In order to address drug use among prisoners, socio-demographic profile of
the prisoners who used and are using drug would be important.

The

prisoners with a history of drug use would more likely to have lower formal
education, have family members who are using drugs and/or having family
members with criminal offences, and to initiate drug use before their 18th
birthday. The marijuana users were more likely to be older than the alcohol
users.

5.2 Identified Needs for Treatment and Rehabilitation
The Prison Authorities should create policies and guidelines that would
support the treatment of drug use and drug rehabilitation of prisoners while
in prison. However, since drug use was linked more to first offenders rather
than repeat offender, more prevention programmes should be conducted in
the community.

5.2.1 Treatment and Rehabilitation Services
Most of the drug users among the prison population acknowledged the
addictive nature of drug use and classified it as a disease.

There was

indication that the prisoners who are using drugs would support assistance
in stopping the use of drugs. Therefore, once a history of drug use has been
determined regardless of the cause for imprisonment, the identified prisoners
should be introduced to a drug rehabilitation program. Awareness programs
should be developed to encourage a drug-free lifestyle and former prisoners
and other persons should be encouraged to give talks and interaction
sessions on the dangers of drug use and type of considerations that should
be given for quitting the drug.

5.2.2 Alternative Recreational Activities in Prison
There should be more structured recreational activities for the prisoners who
are looking for opportunities to feel good, relax, and calm the nerves. In the
non-prison environment, sports and music appeared to positive activities
that improve the well-being of the person physically, mentally and socially.
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Sporting competitions should be encouraged and other creative talents
should be investigated in order to reduce the reliance of drugs to achieve
outcome of psychological well-being.

5.2.3 Education Opportunities in Prison
Since most of the prisoners had limited formal education, the prison
environment should continue to develop as a venue to complete basic
numeracy and literacy skills, especially for those prisoners who are serving
more than 2 years sentences. Accompanying basic educational development
should be improving job-skills training in prison and using the skills to
improve the physical environment of the prison. This would 2 benefits which
would be additional skills for the prisoners and reduced cost for physical
maintenance for the prison building.

5.2.4 Improved Security in Prison
The Prison Authorities should increase security measures to stem the
relatively easy access to drugs in the prison. Beside access to drugs which
allows the continuation of the drug habit, there were reports of drug use
initiation and relapse into drug use in prison.

The prisoners should be

encouraged to put their creative alcohol-creating skills into better culinary
skills so that this could be avenue of employment upon the end of the
sentences.

5.2.5 Prevention Programs in the Community
Though this area addressed the identified needs for treatment and
rehabilitation, some attention should be paid on prevention.
disaggregated

analysis

of

the

data

indicated

that

some

The genderprevention

programmes should be developed that focus specifically on women’s
involvement in drug trafficking to deter the females from becoming involved
in the drug trade. There should be more programs especially targeting the
male youth that are specific on reducing the stimulus in society to commence
drug use. More prevention programs developed to education young men on
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the serious consequences of getting involved in drug use from illness to
imprisonment.

5.3 Information for Decision-Makers
The decision-makers should use the above information and in consultation
with others, including former prisoners, develop or strengthen policies,
develop or revise strategic plans, develop creative programs, and develop a
system of monitoring and evaluating the impact of the program on drug use
and crime. Therefore, there must also establish a linkage with the relevant
authorities outside of the prison walls to develop and consistently revise
programs, to reduce the number of crime being committed under the
influence of drugs.

The tool appeared to be useful in that it was able to solicit information on
drug use and crime from the prisoners. Except for the instances where the
respondents did not understand the question, the responses were of value.
The researcher should review the length of the questionnaire in order to
reduce fatigue experienced by the respondents which might be influenced by
the educational level of the respondents. Nonetheless, this type of research
should be repeated on a regular basis, for example, every 3-5 years to
observe whether there is any change in the trend of drug use and crimes
being committed and convicted for.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX I

ANNEX N° 1
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SENTENCED OR CONVICTED PRISON
POPULATION
Office Use
Questionnaire Number /__/__/__/

Hour /__ /__ /

Day /__/ __/

Interviewer:
1. External
2. Institutional

/__/
/__/

Month /__/__/

Penitentiary Institution /__ / __/

Area ______________________

Suggestion: Remove Hour and replace with:
Start - time
End - time

Introduction and Motivation:
Currently (Institution or Institutions) _____________________________________ is(are)
undertaking a study on the prison population concerning the relationship that exists
between drug use and crime. The information you provide is extremely valuable in order to
achieve the aims of this study. IT IS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL and therefore it is not
necessary to include your name, nor will it have any legal or judicial consequences for you,
now or in the future. We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation, and if for
any reason you feel as though you require help, it will be provided.
The introductory statement worked well. We have, however, introduced at this point, a
Consent Form with signature for interviewer and interviewee. The consent form served to
make concrete our promise of confidentiality and provided further assurance and
confidence to respondents that their info will be used for research purposes only and will
not be shared with the prison authority or Grenada Justice system. They all signed or
placed an X in the signature space.

SD. Personal Characteristics (Sociodemographic)
sd.1 Sex of the interviewee:

1. Male
2. Female

(OK)
sd.2 What is your age, in years
completed?
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/__/__/ years

There were many questions with the
phrase (‘in years completed)’ The
question worked better when the phrase
is deleted.

sd.3 What is your current civil or
marital status?
(OK)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Single
Married
Widowed
Divorced
Common Law
Separated

sd.4 What is your level of schooling;
taking into account the last approved
academic year?
Suggestions
‘Community College’ a common
structure in the Caribbean education
system, should be included in option 8
End the question at ‘schooling’ – the
second part confuses the respondents.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

None
Incomplete Primary
Complete Primary
Incomplete Secondary School
Complete Secondary School
Incomplete University
Complete University
Technical/Vocational School

sd.5 What is your nationality?
(OK)

Answer: _______________________________

sd.6 What is your ethnicity?
(Information obtained mainly based on
observation)
This question was understood only after
the response options were given.
Respondents are more familiar with the
concept “Race” Many identified their
ethnicity as simply Black.
Suggestion:
Make Black a separate category
Remove Afro-American and Afro
Caribbean or if these remain include
Black British.
In response option 4 – put in prentices
East-Indian and Chinese Descendant –
very common categories in the
Caribbean, particularly Trinidad,
Guyana and Jamaica)

1. White
2. Black or Afro-American
3. Black or Afro-Caribbean
4.. Asian or Oriental
5.. Indigenous
6.. Other__________________

sd.7 From a spiritual standpoint, do you 1. Yes
believe in a Higher Being?
2. No
This is a very lofty question. ‘Higher
Being’ is not a common concept in
Caribbean culture. We question the
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usefulness of this question and suggest
that it is deleted and sd.8 remain as a
measure of religiousity.

sd.8 Do you practice a religion?

1. Yes

(OK)

2. No

Which? _____________________

(We suggest ‘which’ is removed as we question
the validity of assertions that can be made based
on the religions identified.

sd.9 What is your trade or profession?
(OK)

Answer: _______________________________
Placed in categories for analysis purpose

sd.10 What was your work situation
before being imprisoned and convicted?
(OK)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Unemployed
Part-time Employee
Full-time Employee
Informal activity (self-employed)
Other

Which? _________________________

______________________________

sd.11 Now that you are imprisoned:
which activity do you undertake
(workshops, cooking, cleaning,
education, etc.)?

I__I None (Proceed to sd.13)
Only indicate to which activity you
devote the majority of your time
Suggestion:
Switch question order of sd 11 and
sd 12
Include a skip order for the current sd
11 for respondents who do not
undertake income generating
activities while in prison (sd13).
Interviewee will need to go to skip sd
13 and go to sd 14

sd.12 What was your monthly income
before being imprisoned?
Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Less than XCD$ 500
Between XCD$ 500 and
Between XCD$ 600 and
Between XCD$ 700 and
Between XCD$ 800 and
Between XCD$ 900 and
XCD$ 1000 or more
Does Not Know (DNK)

less
less
less
less
less

than
than
than
than
than

XCD$
XCD$
XCD$
XCD$
XCD$

600
700
800
900
1000

sd.13 Approximately how much money
did you earn last month for the activity
you carried out whilst in prison?

1. XCD$ ________________________

Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.

2. None
Suggestion:
Include a ‘Don’t Know’ response option

sd.14 Do you have children?

1. Yes ____

(OK)

How many?
Sex ________

/__/__/
Age _____

________

______

________

______

________

______

2. No ____
Note:
Age of children will be placed into age ranges for
analysis purpose and Sex summarized by # of
Males and # of Females.
Because of the large number of children reported
by respondents, doing individual entries for each
child makes the database very cumbersome.

sd.15 Do you maintain ties with your
family?

1. Yes

2. No (Proceed to d.1)
Respondents understand this question
to mean whether they make attempts to 3. Does Not Respond (DNR) (Proceed to d.1)
contact family members now that they
are imprisoned. (they see it as a trick
question to measure the security system
of the prison
Family as a general concept generated
many “ who do you mean” questions
from respondents.
The concept family members will make
the question more focused
Suggestion:
Change question to:
Do you or your family members keep in
touch with each other?

sd.16 What is your current monthly
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1. Less than XCD$ 500

family income?
Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Between XCD$ 500 and
Between XCD$ 600 and
Between XCD$ 700 and
Between XCD$ 800 and
Between XCD$ 900 and
XCD$ 1000 or more
Does Not know (DNK)

less
less
less
less
less

than
than
than
than
than

XCD$
XCD$
XCD$
XCD$
XCD$

600
700
800
900
1000

D. Crime (Refers to the crime for which the current sentence is being served)

d.1 With respect to your
current state of
imprisonment, it is…
Suggestion
replace ‘it is’ with “is it”

1. Your first time
2. Repeat Offender
Alternative approach:
Is it your first time
1. Yes
2. No
If No:
How many times have you been imprisoned including this
time
# of imprisonment: ______
(This question will give valuable data on recivism rate)

d.2 For which crime are
you serving the current
sentence conviction?

Answer: ______________________________________
Note: Responses will be placed into categories for data entry
and analysis purposes

(OK)
.
d.3 What is the total length
of your sentence?

/__/__/ years

/__/__/ months

Total time to be served
as a prisoner
(OK)

d.4 How much of your
sentence have you already
served?
Some respondents
calculated this using
regular time and other
used prison – time (need to
clarify)
d.5 At what age did you
commit your first offense?
(OK)
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/__/__/ years

/__/__/ months

/__/__/ years

suggestion:
include “whether you were
charged then or not”
d.6 Are there other offenses
for which you have been
previously accused or
sentenced?
(OK)

1. Yes
Which? _______________________________
_______________________________

d.7 Were you imprisoned
for any of these crimes in a
Youth Detention Centre,
because you were a minor?
(OK)

1. Yes

d.8 Do you have any family
members who are engaged
in criminal activity? If yes,
check all that apply:
(OK)
You can check more than
one

d.9 What crimes were your
family members charged
with or sentenced for?

2. No (Proceed to d.8)

How many times?

/__/__/

2. No

1. Father
2. Mother
3. Brother/Sister
4. Uncle/Aunt
5. Grandfather/Grandmother
6. Other
_____________________________
7. None
8. Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Respond (DNR)
Suggestion:
Separate response 8 into two response options.

Answer:
1. Father

___________________________

2. Mother

___________________________

3. Brother/Sister
4. Uncle/Aunt

___________________________
___________________________

5. Grandfather/Grandmother__________________________
6. Other
7

___________________________

Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Respond (DNR)
(Separate)
Note: For analysis purposes brother/ sister, uncle/aunt
and Grand father/mother, should be separated since
there are big differences in crime statistics between
these pairs.
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d.10 How often has(have)
your family member(s)
committed a crime?
(charged or not)
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Less than once a year
Once per year
Once per month
Once per week
Everyday

PC. Perception of Drug Use by Fellow Inmates (The interviewee should be reminded of
the importance of considering alcohol and tobacco as drugs of interest)

pc.1 According to your knowledge, in order
of importance, what are the three drugs
that are most consumed by your fellow
inmates in prison?
Suggestion:
Include ‘substances’ after ‘drugs’, in this
question. Many respondents do not
consider tobacco, alcohol and for some
marijuana as drugs. Some emphatically
state that marijuana is a herb not a drug.
The approach adopted was to read the
drugs listed then solicit the responses in
order of importance.

Basuco – was unknown to all respondents.

Most
importan
t

Second

Third

1. Marijuana
2. Cocaine
3. Crack Cocaine
4. Heroin
5. Inhalant
substances (glue,
gasoline, paint
thinner)
6. Tobacco
7. Alcohol
8. Basuco
9. Stimulant
medication and/or
tranquilizers (non
medical use of
prescription
medication)
10. Other
______________

997 DNK
998 DNR
999 No Information (NI)

pc.2 How many fellow inmates have you
seen using drugs in prison?
(OK)
Include substances

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

All
Many
A few
None (Proceed to pc.4)
DNK
DNR

1. If it affects you
pc.3Does the use of drugs by your fellow
inmates affect you?
(OK)
Include substances

pc.4 According to your knowledge, to get
drugs in prison is…
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How?
____________________________________________
2.
3.
4.
5.

Does not affect you
DNK
DNR
No Information (NI)

1. Very Easy
2. Easy

4. Very Difficult
5. DNK

3. Difficult

6. DNR

()K)
(Include substances
pc.5 Consider whether the following
situations are possible causes that have
led your fellow inmates to use drugs: (OK)

1- YES

2- NO

3- MAYBE

4DNK

pc.5.1 Before entering prison they already
used these drugs
pc.5.2 To escape their problems
pc.5.3 Problems or family difficulties
pc.5.4 To calm their nerves
pc.5.5 To be able to sleep
pc.5.6 Nothing else to do
pc.5.7 To feel good
pc.5.8 Because they like it
pc.5.9 Peer pressure by fellow inmates
pc.5.10 To increase their control and
authority
pc.5.11 To increase their privileges
pc.5.12. To be accepted by their fellow
inmates
pc.6 Do you believe that the violence that
occurs within the prison compound is
related to drug use?
(OK)

pc.7 In your opinion, does the act of being
imprisoned make a person use drugs?
(OK)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

No
Slightly
Moderately
Very much so
Excessively so

6. DNK
7. DNR

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

No
Slightly
Moderately
Very much so
Excessively so

6. DNK
7. DNR

CP. Personal Drug Consumption (The interviewee should be reminded of the
importance of considering alcohol and tobacco as drugs of interest)
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5- DNR

cp.1 Indicate which of the following drugs you have used: IF THE PERSON HAS NOT CONSUMED ANY DRUGS, CHECK OPTION
“NO” FOR EACH TYPE OF DRUG AND PROCEED TO PD. 6 (OK)
HAVE YOU
EVER
CONSUME
D

DRUG

MARIJUAN
A
COCAINE
CRACK
HEROIN
INHALANTS
TOBACCO
ALCOHOL
BASUCO

LAST TIME YOU
CONSUMED

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Yes

No

Last
24
hour
s

Last
Wee
k

Last
30
day
s

(4)

HOW OFTEN DO/DID YOU CONSUME

(5)

More One
than year
a
or
mont mor
h to
e
less
than
a year

AGE
OF
FIRS
T
DRU
G
USE

ON
AVERAGE
HOW
(0)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
MUCH IS Less Onc 1 to 1 to 3
3
Everyda
USED ON tha
ea
11
times time
y
EACH
n
year time
per
s per
OCCASIO onc
s per mont week
N
ea
year
h
year

HAVE YOU
CONSUME
D WHILE
IN PRISON
(1)

(2)

Yes

No

MEDICATIO
N
(non
medical use
of
prescriptio
n
medication)
OTHER
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cp.2 Why do you use or have Explain: ___________________________________________
you used drugs?
(OK)

cp.3 Who got you involved in
using drugs?
(Note all corresponding
alternatives)
Tick all that applies
Recommendation:
Separate the paired option
Brothers/Sisters

cp.4 Why did you start using
drugs?

cp.5 Did you ever try to quit
using drugs at some point?
Note: Some respondents
think the term ‘quit’
connotes addiction

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6
7
8.
9.

On my own
Friend(s)
Father
Mother
Brothers/Sisters
Other family member Which? _______________________
Neighbours
Acquaintance
Other ________

1. Curiosity
2. Peer pressure
3. To belong to a group
4. Family pressure
5. To feel more courageous
6. To increase control/authority or privileges
7. It was a way to escape reality
8. I liked the idea of doing it
9. I thought it would make me feel good.
10. Other___________

1. Yes

Why? ____________________________

2. No

Alternative – use the word
‘stop’

cp.6 Do you think that
addiction is a disease?
(OK)

1. Yes Why?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________
2. No
Why?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________

cp.7 Do you have any family
members who are or have

3. DNK
4. DNR
1. Father
2. Mother
3. Brother/Sister

been drug users:
Suggestions:
Separate the paired options
3,4,5, also separate DNK
and DNR.
You can check more than
one
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4. Uncle/Aunt
5. Grandfather/Grandmother
6. Other
_____________________________
7. None (Proceed to cpc.1)
8. Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Response (DNR)
(Proceed to
cpc.1)

cp. 8 Indicate which of the following drugs your family members consume or have
consumed: (Separate the paired response options)

FAMILY
MEMBER

MARIJ
UANA

COCA CRAC
INE
K
COCA HER
OÍN
INE

INHALA
NT
SUBSTA
NCES

TOBA
CCO

ALCO
HOL

MEDICA
TION
(Non
medical
use of
prescrip
tion
medicat
ion)

OTHER
Which
_________
______
_________
______

FATHER
MOTHER
BROTHER
/
SISTER
GRANDFA
THER/
GRANDMO
THER
UNCLES/
AUNTS
OTHER:
__________
______

CPC. Changes in consumption patterns: IF THE PERSON HAS NEVER CONSUMED
DRUGS, PROCEED TO RDD.1

cpc.1 Do you or have you used
drugs in prison?
(OK)

cpc.2 Did you use drugs for the
first time in prison?
(OK)
Consumed for the first time
ever

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

cpc.3 If you started drug use in
the prison, at what age did you
do so?
(OK)

/__/__/ years

Age in years completed

cpc.4 During your time in
prison, did you change or have
you changed the type of
substance that you normally
consumed outside of prison?
(Interviewer instructions are not
clear in this table – Interviewers
completed the table differently
(provide instructions to the
interviewers on how to complete
this table

cpc.5 Your change of substance
was to:

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to cpc.6)
3. DNR
Recommendation:
(Insert a response option for persons who do not use drugs
or those who have not used drugs since imprisoned

1. CHANGED CONSUMPTION IN
PRISON

2. DOES NOT
RESPOND

cpc. 5.1 Marijuana
cpc. 5.2 Cocaine
cpc. 5.3 Crack Cocaine
cpc. 5.4 Heroin
cpc. 5.5 Inhalant substances
cpc. 5.6 Alcohol
cpc. 5.7 Tobacco
cpc. 5.8 Medication (Non medical
use of prescription medication)

cpc.5.9 Other
________________________________
________________________________

cpc.6 Did the fact that you are
in prison cause you to start or
relapse into drug use?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

The word ‘relapse’ caused
problems for some respondents.

(Use the same response options for the two questions but
include a skip pattern if Respondent answers yes to Qu 1 skip question 2

Suggestion:
Two questions can be asked.

Qu. one:
Did the fact that you are in
prison cause you to start or
restart using drugs?
Qu two.
Does being in prison cause you
to stop using drugs?

cpc.7 According to your
experience, what was the most
influential factor in causing you
to restart or relapse?

Answer:____________________________________________

Many respondents did not
understand this question. The
question is too academic.
Suggestion:
What would you say caused you
to start using drugs or what
caused you to get back into
using drugs?

cpc.8 Once you begin using
drugs, do you feel an
uncontrollable urge to keep
using?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

(OK)

cpc.9 Can you stop using drugs
for a period of time, without
making a great effort or without
feeling badly?
Suggestion:
Include another question for the
“How much time” response
option

1. Yes

How much time? ____________________________

_________________________________________________
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

What is the longest time you
can go without using drugs or
substances

cpc.10 Are you aware of the
physical or mental damage that
drug use can cause?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

cpc.11 Have you ever received
medical or any other type of
professional treatment due to
drug-related physical or mental
illness?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

Suggestion:
Have you ever had medical or
other treatment for drug use?

cpc.12 Have you been
hospitalized at some point due
to drug consumption or because
you had drug-related physical or
mental complications?
Question is too academic.
Respondents had difficulties.

1. Yes
Only for consumption _____
Only for mental complications _____
For both _____
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

Suggestion:
Have you ever been hospitalized
because of drug use?
cpc.13 Do you currently have a
need to receive treatment for the
type of drugs you currently use?
(OK)

1. Yes

What type? _______________________________

_________________________________________________
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

RDD. Relationship between Drugs and Crime.

rdd.1 Did the crime you committed have some type of relationship with
drugs?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to
idd.1)

3. DNR

rdd.2 When you committed the crime for which you are currently imprisoned,
were you under the influence of some type of drug?

1. Yes Which?
Answer:

Under the influence of a drug or intoxicated

a ________________
b ________________
c ________________

(OK)

2. No (Proceed to
rdd.5)

3. DNR

rdd.3 Do you think you would have committed the crime if you were not
under the influence of a drug or intoxicated (drugged)?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

rdd.4 Did you wilfully/intentionally consume a substance in order to boost
your courage to commit the crime for which you are currently in prison?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

rdd.5 Do you think you would have committed the crime if you would not
have been under the influence of drugs (drugged)?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

rdd.6 Was the crime for which you are currently imprisoned linked to
activities to acquire drugs for personal use?
For consumption

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Suggestion:
Replace ‘acquire’ with ‘get’ drugs for you to use?
rdd.7 Was(were) the victim(s) of your crime under the influence of alcohol or
other drugs?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. There was no
victim
4. DNK/DNR

rdd.8 Was the crime for which you are currently imprisoned linked to the
production, selling and/or trafficking of drugs?
(OK)

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

rdd.9 Was the crime for which you are currently imprisoned linked to
activities to maintain the drug market?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Turf fights between traffickers, the settling of accounts between
traffickers, confrontation between traffickers and the police.
Suggestion:
Interviewers should read the underlined rider, since the question is not
easily understood when it stands alone

rdd.10 Was the crime for which you are currently imprisoned linked to
activities that went against drug laws?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Money laundering: illicit market of precursors
(OK)

rdd.11 In your opinion, the relationship between drugs and crime is:
(OK)

1. Of little
importance
2. Of no
importance
3. Somewhat
important
4. Important
5. Very important
6. DNK
7. DNR

IDD. Assessment of the impact your drug-related crime and your imprisonment have
had on you and your family.

idd.1 In your opinion, your drug-related
crime and your time in prison has
affected you as follows:

idd.1.1 Economically
suggestion:
Use Financially)

idd.1.2 Family-wise (all the ways in
which your relationship with your family
is affected)
(OK)

idd.1.3 Socially
Suggestion:
Use Friendships

idd.1.4 Mental health-wise
Suggestion:
Use Mentally

1.
NOT
AT ALL

2.
A
BI
T

3.
SOMEWHA
T

4.
VERY
MUCH

5.
DNK

6.
DNR

idd.1.5 Physical health-wise
Suggestion:
Use Physically

idd.1.6 Morally
Many did not understand but answered
anyway.
Suggestion:
Your Judgements about acceptable and
unacceptable behaviour

idd.2 In your opinion, your crime and
time in prison has affected your family as
follows:

idd.2.1 Economically
Suggestion:
Use financially

idd.2.2 Family-wise (all the ways in
which your relationship with your family
is affected)
(OK)

idd.2.3 Socially
Suggestions:
Use Friendships

idd.2.4 Mental health-wise
Suggestion:
Use Mentally

idd.2.5 Physical health-wise
Suggestion:
Use Physically

idd.2.6 Morally
judgements about acceptable and
unacceptable behaviour

idd.3 According to your experience, what
do you suggest should be done to
improve the problem of drug
consumption in prison?
Suggestion:
Replace the word ‘improve’ with “solve”

Explain: ___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

APPENDIX II

ANNEX N° 2
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SUSPECTED OR CHARGED PRISON POPULATION
(PRISONERS ON REMAND)
Office Use
Questionnaire Number /__/__/__/

Hour /__ /__ /

Day /__/ __/

Interviewer:
1. External
2. Institutional

/__/
/__/

Month /__/__/

Penitentiary Institution /__ / __/

Area ______________________

Introduction and Motivation:
Currently (Institution or Institutions) _____________________________________ is(are)
undertaking a study on the prison population concerning the relationship that exists
between drug use and crime. The information you provide is extremely valuable in order to
achieve the aims of this study. IT IS COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL and therefore it is not
necessary to include your name, nor will it have any legal or judicial consequences for you,
now or in the future. We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation, and if for
any reason you feel as though you require help, it will be granted.

SD. Personal Characteristics (Sociodemographic)
sd.1 Sex of the interviewee:

1. Male
2. Female

sd.2 What is your age, in years
completed?

/__/__/ years

sd.3 What is your current civil or
marital status?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

sd.4 What is your level of schooling;
taking into account the last approved

1. None
2. Incomplete Primary

Single
Married
Widowed
Divorced
Common Law
Separated

academic year?

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Complete Primary
Incomplete Secondary School
Complete Secondary School
Incomplete University
Complete University
Technical/Vocational School

sd.5 What is your nationality?

Answer: _______________________________

sd.6 What is your ethnicity?
(Information obtained mainly based on
observation)

1. White
2. Black or Afro-American
3. Black or Afro-Caribbean
4.. Asian or Oriental
5.. Indigenous
6.. Other__________________

sd.7 From a spiritual standpoint, do you 1. Yes
believe in a Higher Being?
2. No

sd.8 Do you practice a religion?

1. Yes

Which? _____________________

2. No

sd.9 What is your trade or profession?

Answer: _______________________________

sd.10 What was your work situation
before being imprisoned?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Unemployed
Part-time Employee
Full-time Employee
Informal activity (self-employed)
Other

Which? _________________________

sd.11 Now that you are imprisoned:
which activity do you undertake
(workshops, cooking, cleaning,
education, etc.)?

______________________________

I__I None (Proceed to sd.13 )
Only indicate to which activity you
devote the majority of your time
sd.12 What was your monthly income
before being imprisoned?
Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.

1. Less than XCD$ 500
2. Between XCD$ 500 and less than XCD$ 600
3. Between XCD$ 600 and less than XCD$ 700
4. Between XCD$ 700 and less thanXCD$ 800
5. Between XCD$ 800 and less thanXCD$ 900
6. BetweenXCD$ 900 and less than XCD$ 1000
7.XCD$ 1000 or more
8. Does Not Know (DNK)

sd.13 Approximately how much money
did you earn last month for the activity
you carried out whilst in prison?

1. XCD$ ________________________

Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.

2. None

sd.14 Do you have children?

1. Yes ____

How many?

/__/__/

Sex ________

Age _____

________

______

________

______

________

______

2. No ____

sd.15 Do you maintain ties with your
family?

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to d.1)
3. Does Not Respond (DNR) (Proceed to d.1 )

sd.16 What is your current monthly
family income?
Estimate in XCD dollars, according to the
income in local currency.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Less than XCD$ 500
Between XCD$ 500 and
Between XCD$ 600 and
Between XCD$ 700 and
Between XCD$ 800 and
Between XCD$ 900 and
XCD$ 1000 or more
Does Not know (DNK)

less
less
less
less
less

than XCD$ 600
than XCD$ 700
than XCD$ 800
thanXCD$ 900
than XCD$ 1000

D. Crime (Refers to the crime for which you are currently imprisoned)

d.1 With respect to
your current state of
imprisonment, it is…

d.2 How long have you
been imprisoned?

1. Your first time
2. Repeat offender

/__/__/ years

/__/__/ months

d.3 At what age did you
allegedly commit your
first offense?

d.4 Are there other
offenses for which you
have been previously
charged or sentenced?

/__/__/ years

1. Yes
Which? _______________________________
_______________________________
2. No (Proceed to d.6)

d.5
Were
imprisoned for
these crimes in
Detention
because you
minor?

you
any of
a Youth
Centre,
were a

d.6 Do you have any
family members who
are engaged in criminal
activity?
You can check more
than one

d.7 What crimes were
your family members
charged or sentenced?

1. Yes

How many times?

/__/__/

2. No

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Father
Mother
Brother/Sister
Uncle/Aunt
Grandfather/Grandmother
Other
_____________________________
None
Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Respond (DNR)

Answer:
1. Father

___________________________

2. Mother

___________________________

3. Brother/Sister
4. Uncle/Aunt

___________________________
___________________________

5. Grandfather/Grandmother__________________________
6. Other
7.

d.8 How often has(have)
your family member(s)
committed a crime?

1.
2.
3.
4.

___________________________

Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Respond (DNR)

Less than once a year
Once per year
Once per month
Once per week

5. Everyday

PC. Perception of Drug Use by Fellow Inmates (The interviewee should be reminded of
the importance of considering alcohol and tobacco as drugs of interest)

pc.1 According to your knowledge, in order
of importance, what are the three drugs
that are most used by your fellow inmates
in prison?

Most
importan
t
1. Marijuana
2. Cocaine
3. Crack Cocaine
4. Heroin
5. Inhalant
substances (glue,
gasoline, paint
thinner)
6. Tobacco
7. Alcohol
8. Basuco
9. Stimulant
medication and/or
tranquilizers (non
medical use of
prescription
medication)
10. Other
______________

997 DNK
998 DNR
999 No Information (NI)

pc.2 How many fellow inmates have you 1.
seen using drugs in the prison?
2.
3.
4.

All
Many
A few
None (Proceed to pc.4)

Second

Third

5. DNK
6. DNR
1. If it affects you
pc.3 Does the use of drugs by your fellow
inmates affect you?

How?
____________________________________________
2.
3.
4.
5.

Does not affect you
DNK
DNR
No Information (NI)

pc.4 According to your knowledge, to get 1. Very Easy
drugs in prison is:
2. Easy
3. Difficult
pc.5 Consider whether the following
situations are possible causes that have 1- YES
led your fellow inmates to use drugs:

2- NO

4. Very Difficult
5. DNK
6. DNR

3- MAYBE

4DNK

pc.5.1 Before entering prison they already
used these drugs
pc.5.2 To escape their problems
pc.5.3 Problems or family difficulties
pc.5.4 To calm their nerves
pc.5.5 To be able to sleep
pc.5.6 Nothing else to do
pc.5.7 To feel good
pc.5.8 Because they like it
pc.5.9 Peer pressure by fellow inmates
pc.5.10 Increase their control or authority
pc.5.11 To increase their privileges
pc.5.12. To be accepted by their fellow
inmates
pc.6 Do you believe that the violence that 1. No
occurs within the prison compound is 2. Slightly
related to drug use?
3. Moderately
4. Very much so
5. Excessively so

6. DNK
7. DNR

5- DNR

pc.7. In your opinion, does the act of being 1. No
imprisoned make a person use drugs?
2. Slightly
3. Moderately
4. Very much so
5. Excessively so

6. DNK
7. DNR

CP. Personal Drug Consumption (The interviewee should be reminded of the
importance of considering alcohol and tobacco as drugs of interest)

cp.1 Indicate which of the following drugs you have used: IF THE PERSON HAS NOT CONSUMED ANY DRUGS, CHECK OPTION
“NO” FOR EACH TYPE OF DRUG AND PROCEED TO CP.6
HAVE YOU
EVER
CONSUME
D

DRUG

MARIJUAN
A
COCAINE
CRACK
HEROIN
INHALANTS
TOBACCO
ALCOHOL
BASUCO

LAST TIME YOU
CONSUMED

(1)

(2)

(1)

Yes

No

Last
24
hour
s

(2)

(3)

Last Last
wee 30
k
day
s

(4)

(5)

More One
than year
a
or
mont mor
h to
e
less
than
a year

AGE
OF
FIRS
T
DRU
G
USE

HOW OFTEN DO/DID YOU CONSUME
ON
AVERAGE
(0)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
HOW
Less
Onc
1
to
1
to
3
3
Everyda
MUCH IS
ea
11
times time
y
USED ON tha
n
year
time
per
s
per
EACH
s per mont week
OCCASIO onc
e
a
year
h
N
year

HAVE YOU
CONSUME
D WHILE
IN PRISON
(1)

(2)

Yes

No

MEDICATIO
N
(non
medical use
of
prescriptio
n
medication)
OTHER

cp.2 Why do you now use Explain: ___________________________________________
drugs or why have you used
drugs in the past?

cp. 3 Who got you involved
in using drugs?
(Note all corresponding
alternatives)
Tick all that applies

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6
7
8.
9.

On my own
Friend(s)
Father
Mother
Brothers/Sisters
Other family member Which? _______________________
Neighbours
Acquaintance
Other ________

cp.4 Why did you start using
drugs?

1. Curiosity
2. Peer pressure
3. To belong to a group
4. Family pressure
5. To feel more courageous
6. To increase control/authority or privileges
7. It was a way to escape reality
8. I liked the idea of doing it
9. I thought it would make me feel good
10. Other___________

cp.5 Did you ever try to quit 1. Yes
using drugs at some point?
2. No

cp.6 Do you think
addiction is a disease?

Why? ____________________________

that 1. Yes Why?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________
2. No
Why?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________

cp.7 Do you have any family
members who are or have
been drug users:
You can check more than
one

3. DNK
4. DNR
1. Father
2. Mother
3. Brother/Sister
4. Uncle/Aunt
5. Grandfather/Grandmother
6. Other
_____________________________
7. None (Proceed to cpc.1)
8. Does Not Know (DNK), Does Not Response (DNR)

(Proceed to

cpc.1)

cp. 8 Indicate which of the following drugs your family members consume or have consumed.

FAMILY
MEMBER

FATHER
MOTHER
BROTHER/
SISTER
GRANDFATHER/
GRANDMOTHER
UNCLES/
AUNTS
OTHER:
________________

MARIJUANA COCAINE

CRACK
COCAINE

OTHER
INHALANT
TOBACCO ALCOHOL MEDICATION
Which
(Non medical _______________
SUBSTANCES
HEROÍN
use of
_______________
prescription
medication)

CPC. Changes in consumption patterns: IF THE PERSON HAS NEVER CONSUMED
DRUGS, PROCEED TO RDD.1

cpc.1 Do you or have you
consumed drugs in prison?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

cpc.2 2 Were you in prison
when you used drugs for the
very first time?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Consumed for the first time
ever

cpc.3 If you initiated drug use
in the prison , at what age did
you do so?

/__/__/ years

Age in years completed

cpc.4 During your time in
prison, did you change or have
you changed the type of
substance that you normally
consumed outside of prison?

cpc.5 Your change of
substance was to:

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to cpc.6)
3. DNR

1. CHANGED CONSUMPTION IN
PRISON

cpc. 5.1 Marijuana
cpc. 5.2 Cocaine
cpc. 5.3 Crack Cocaine
cpc. 5.4 Heroin
cpc. 5.5 Inhalant substances
cpc. 5.6 Alcohol
cpc. 5.7 Tobacco
cpc. 5.8 Medication (Non medical
use of prescription medication)
cpc.5.9 Other
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2. DOES NOT RESPOND

________________________________
________________________________

cpc.6 Did the fact that you are
in prison cause you to restart
or relapse into drug use?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

cpc.7 According to your
experience, what was the most
influential factor in causing
you to restart or relapse?

Answer:____________________________________________

cpc 8 Once you begin using
drugs, do you feel an
uncontrollable urge to keep
using?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

cpc 9 Can you stop using
drugs for a period of time,
without making a great effort
or without feeling badly?

1. Yes

How much time? _______________________________

_________________________________________________
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

cpc 10 Are you aware of the
physical or mental damage
that drug use can cause?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

cpc.11 Have you ever received
medical or any other type of
professional treatment due to
drug-related physical or
mental illness?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

cpc.12 Have you been
hospitalized at some point
due to drug consumption or
because you had drug-related
physical or mental
complications?

1. Yes
Only for consumption _____
Only for mental complications _____
For both _____
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

cpc. 13 Do you currently have
a need to receive treatment for

1. Yes

What type? _______________________________

[72]

the type of drugs you
currently use?

_________________________________________________
2. No
3. DNK/DNR
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RDD. Relationship between Drugs and Crime.
rdd.1. In your opinion, the relationship between drugs and crime is:

rdd.2. Have you ever been charged or convicted for any offense?

rdd. 3.. Did the crime for which you have been currently charged
have some type of relationship with drugs?
The crime for which you are currently being suspected

rdd.4. Was the crime for which you are currently suspected or
imprisoned,committed under the influence of some type of drug?
Under the influence of a drug or intoxicated

1. Of little importance
2. Of no importance
3. Somewhat
important
4. Important
5. Very important
6. DNK
7. DNR
1.

Yes

2.

No (END OF
QUESTIONNAIRE)

3.

DNR

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to idd.1)
3. DNR

1. Yes Which? Answer:
a ________________
b _________________
c _________________
2. No (Proceed to rdd.6)
3. DNR

rdd.5. Do you think you would have committed the crime if you
would not have been under the influence of a drug or intoxicated
(drugged)?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNK/DNR

rdd 6. Was the crime you previously committed and for which you
are suspected or imprisoned linked to the use of substances as a
means of acquiring personal courage to do so (mood or behaviour)?

1. Yes
2. No (Proceed to rdd.7)
3. DNR

rdd.7 Did you wilfully/intentionally consume a substance in order
to boost your courage to commit the crime for which you are
currently imprisoned?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

rdd.8. Was(were) the victim(s) of your crime under the influence of
alcohol or other drugs?

1. Yes
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2. No

3. There was no victim
4. DNK/DNR

rdd.9. Was the crime which you previously committed and for which
you are sentenced or imprisoned linked to the production, selling
and/or trafficking of drugs?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

rdd.10. Was the crime which you previously committed and for
which you are suspected or imprisoned linked to activities to
maintain the drug market?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Turf fights between traffickers, the settling of accounts
between traffickers, confrontation between traffickers and the
police.

rdd.11. Was the crime which you previously committed and for
which you are suspected or imprisoned linked to activities that went
against drug laws?

1. Yes
2. No
3. DNR

Money laundering: illicit market of precursors

IDD. Assessment of the impact your drug-related crime and imprisonment have had on
you and your family.

idd.1 In your opinion, your drugrelated crime and your time in prison
has affected you as follows:

1.
NOT
AT
ALL

idd.1.1 Economically

idd.1.2 Family-wise (all the ways in
which your relationship with your
family is affected)

idd.1.3 Socially

idd.1.4 Mental health-wise
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2.
A
BIT

3.
SOMEWHAT

4.
VERY
MUCH

5.
DNK

6.
DNR

idd.1.5 Physical health-wise

idd.1.6 Morally

idd.2 In your opinion, your drugrelated crime and time in prison has
affected your family as follows:

idd.2.1 Economically

idd.2.2 Family-wise (all the ways in
which your relationship with your
family is affected)

idd.2.3 Socially

idd.2.4 Mental health-wise

idd.2.5 Physical health-wise

idd.2.6 Morally
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idd.3 According to your experience,
what do you suggest should be done
to improve the problem of drug
consumption in prison?

Answer:___________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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APPENDIX III

Consent Form

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your voluntary
participation in this CICAD survey. Please note the following important
conditions:
1. You can opt out of the session at any point. It is your choice to respond
to any/all questions.
2. Your responses will remain completely confidential.

Please read and sign this consent form should the conditions meet with your
approval.

X______________________________________________ (Respondent)
X______________________________________________ (Interviewer)
______/05/2010
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