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HIGHLIGHTS 
Over ten countries in Latin America have reported the emergence of new psychoactive substances (NPS). In this first 
newsletter of the Global SMART Programme for Latin America we will discuss whether increased use of LSD shown in 
prevalence of use surveys could be linked to the emergence of NPS with hallucinogenic effects taking the case of 
Chile.  

In Chile, several compounds of the NBOMe series, a group of synthetic NPS with mainly hallucinogenic effects, were 
seized by law enforcement or identified in connection with emergency room admissions. It is believed that in Chile, 
NBOMe compounds were sold as LSD. NBOMe compounds vary in potency, pharmacological effects and toxicity, and 
as such errors in dosage may have fatal consequences. 25B-NBOMe, 25C-NBOMe and 25I-NBOMe were placed 
under international control in 2015. In Chile, the presence of NPS has garnered attention, not only because the 
number of seized doses of NBOMe compounds increased significantly from 2,245 in 2013 to almost 41,762 in 2015i 
(see figure 1), but also because of the presumed increased consumption of LSD found in the latest general 
population surveyii, which could be related to a possible consumption of NBOMe in the country. 1 The number of 
doses of NBOMe compounds seized was indeed higher than the number of LSD doses seized in both 2014 and 2015iii 
Taking these three elements into account – seizures, emergency room cases and prevalence of use survey results - 
the question arises to what extent LSD users are actually consuming LSD or, maybe unknowingly, NBOMe 
compounds. 

Similarly and with the necessary precautions,2 it is important to mention that the national survey among general 
population of Chile in 2014 found an increase in last year prevalence of use of LSD, from 0.2% in 2012 to 0.5% in 
2014. These estimations show that nearly 48,000 people between 12 and 64 years old may have used LSD (or 
unknowingly any substance with a similar effect) sometime during the past year. The observed increase was mainly 
among male adolescents and young adults. 

These findings from the Chilean survey are not exclusive of that country. A similar survey in Colombia in 2013iv 
showed a significant increase in the lifetime prevalence of LSD use among the general population from 0.05% in 
2008 to 0.73% (2013), which confirmed the increase in the prevalence of use reported by surveys among 
undergraduate students. The lifetime prevalence of use of LSD among the general population in Chile (0.7% in2014) 
is at a similar level as in Colombia. 
 

Table 1: Prevalence of use of synthetic hallucinogens in Chile among the general population (aged 12-64), 2014 

                 LIFETIME USE                PAST YEAR USE 
  p (%) N n p (%) N n 
LSD 0.71 69586 93 0.49 48002 38 
Angel Dust (PCP) 0.06 5734 8 0.03 2599 3 
25B-NBOMe or 25C-NBOMe 0.01 711 5 na na na 
Total Synthetic Hallucinogens 0.73 71896 97 0.49 48264 39 

Note: p, prevalence. N, extrapolated number of users in population. n, number of respondents declaring as users. The sum of “p”, 
“n”, and “N” does not equal "Total", because of polydrug use. 
Source: Tenth first national study in the general population of Chile, 2014, own calculations for Angel Dust and 25B-NBOMe/25C-
NBOMe. 

 

To address this new challenge, a total of 100 NPS, including several compounds of the NBOMe series, were included 
in the national lists of controlled psychoactive substances in Chile in 2014 and 2015 v,vi. In addition, the Government 
has constituted a “National Committee on New Psychoactive Substances” vii tasked with reviewing the problem and 
determining the need to incorporate specific NPS to the national lists of controlled substances. 

                                                           
1
 See under Links and Resources: May 2013 - Chile: 25I-NBOMe reaches the Southern Cone.  

2
 The national survey among the general population was not designed to measure changes in the prevalence of use of substances with 

prevalence below 1%. Thus, such comparisons should be treated with caution.  
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Figure 1: Number of NBOMe and LSD doses seized in Chile, 2013-2015 

 
Source: Ministry of the Interior and Public Security, Chile: NPS and Precursors; 
Description, monitoring, analysis and trends of controlled chemical substances, 
2016, p.14-16.  
Note: LSD seizure information not available for 2013. 
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 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - Department of Controlled Chemical Substances, Studies Division - 
Undersecretary of the Interior: NPS and Precursors; Description, monitoring, analysis and trends of controlled chemical substances, 2016 
ii
 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - National Service for Prevention and Rehabilitation of Drug and Alcohol 

(SENDA) - Chilean Observatory on Drugs - Tenth first national study in the general population of Chile, 2014 - Additional information to the 
main results report, drawn from the database of the study: http://www.senda.gob.cl/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Informe-Ejecutivo-ENPG-
2014.pdf 
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 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - Department of Controlled Chemical Substances, Studies Division - 

Undersecretary of the Interior: NPS and Precursors; Description, monitoring, analysis and trends of controlled chemical substances, 2016, p.14-
16 
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 Government of the Republic of Colombia, Ministry of Justice and Law - Drugs Observatory of Colombia - Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection - National Study of Use of Psychoactive Substances in Colombia, 2013 - Additional information to the final report, drawn from the 
database of the study: https://www.unodc.org/documents/colombia/2014/Julio/Estudio_de_Consumo_UNODC.pdf 
v
 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - Official Journal of the Republic of Chile, No. 41120 - Year CXXXVIII – No. 

815.596 (MR): 
http://www.leychile.cl/Navegar?idNorma=1075805&buscar=Decreto+1690+de+2014 
vi

 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - National Committee on New Psychoactive Substances - Inter-agency 
coordination, collection and analysis of available information to update drug lists, Report No. 1, September 2015, p.5-9: 
http://www.interior.gob.cl/departamento-de-sustancias-quimicas-controladas/ 
vii

 Chilean Government, Ministry of the Interior and Public Security - National Committee on New Psychoactive Substances - Inter-agency 
coordination, collection and analysis of available information to update drug lists, Report No. 1, September 2015: 
http://www.interior.gob.cl/departamento-de-sustancias-quimicas-controladas/ 
 
 
 

Links and resources related to the topic of this newsletter:  
https://www.unodc.org/ NPS 
UNODC NPS brochure https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/NPS_leaflet_2016_EN_LORES.pdf 
UNODC NPS poster https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/scientists/nps-poster-2016.html 
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/oid/smart/default_spa.asp 
April 2015 – Chile: 51 NPS now under national control https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Announcement/Details/ef260929-c114-
4a55-9503-cf8897c12aae 
September 2015 - Chile: First seizure of PMMA (para-Methoxymethamphetamine) in Chile 
https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Announcement/Details/c3e7de04-1c22-4a1b-a303-6f4c2984f777 
May 2013 - Chile: 25I-NBOMe reaches the Southern Cone https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Announcement/Details/e85701f8-9df4-
4242-a774-353c7ce4a4df 
Informe Mesa Nacional de nuevas sustancias psicoactivas http://www.interior.gob.cl/media/2016/03/Informe-N-1-Mesa-NSP-
Septiembre-2015.pdf 
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